RE 205 Christian God and Human Experience 

Winter Term: January 11 – March 19, 2010
INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Fonseca
PHONE:

808-277-1121


E-MAIL:

lynn.fonseca@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – Theological Foundations Concepts and Methods for Understanding Christian Faith by J.J. Mueller, SJ. et al. St. Mary’s Press. (ISBN: 978-0-88489-920-4).

Catalogue Description:  

Students will study and discuss the theological foundations of Christianity from a contemporary Catholic perspective, probing concepts fundamental to formulating a coherent and systematic faith-vision within a diverse, multi-cultural society.  

Central themes include: revelation & faith/ grace & Jesus / religion & salvation / scripture 

& tradition / church & mission / ethics & ecumenical dialogue.  Contemporary debates on 

fundamental concepts in theology will be offered in a spirit that is catholic, Christian and 

ecumenical.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
 
Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:
            PLO1.  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the                                 broader Christian and human traditions;
            PLO2.  Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;
            PLO4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education                            for service, social justice and peace;
            PLO5.  the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;
            PLO6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for
                        various religious traditions.
 
Students will also be able to:
· seek a deeper understanding of the human being and human experience so as to better engage the subject of religion and the mystery of God in this multi-cultural  21st century; 

· examine the essential theological components of the Christian faith in a way that embraces the Catholic Intellectual Tradition in the midst of global realities; 

· undertake a systematic study of Catholic Christianity in a spirit of correlation and contrast to other Christianities, world religions and humanity at large; 

· advocate religious values and practices that foster personal growth and contribute to the formation of globally aware and ethically engaged citizens reflective of the Marianist tradition; 

· critically use available resources in examining theological discussions. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:
         knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research
         ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
         understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints
ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES:  Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs. 
Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives in this tradition 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”   

    Educate for formation in faith;
    Provide an integral quality education;
    Educate for family spirit;
    Educate for service, justice and peace; and
    Educate for adaptation and change.
 
2. The second major organizational theme is the theological foundation of the Christian faith and how it contributes towards the facing of various issues in the world today. 

 
Explicit outcome from these organizational themes:
Students will incorporate into their essays and class projects an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course in light of their own personal philosophy and practice.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attend and actively participate in all scheduled class meetings. The class lecture material will be taken from the textbook and other sources.

2. Read text and complete all assignments.

3. Complete quizzes and exams as required.

GRADING:

1. Class participation and Attendance (50 points)

2. Assignments (2 @ 20 points each)

3. Portfolio (50 points)

4. Mid-Course Test (25 points)

1. Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions, comments or questions. 

2. Attendance is required for all classes. If a student cannot attend class, contact the instructor as soon as possible via email or phone. Excused absences will require the completion of an additional assignment.

3. Written assignments are located on the syllabus. Answers are to be typed using double-spaced. There are no requirements regarding length of assignment but should answer the question with enough detail.

4. Final exam will be a final paper and will require a critical analysis of at least one or more theological concept.

Portfolio:

The student will put together a portfolio to be presented to the class at the last class.  The portfolio will consist of: typed written responses to all the videos and readings; any questions to the readings/videos; items that were easy to understand/difficult to understand; your thoughts on who you think Jesus is; a picture/drawing of God; poems/lyrics of songs/readings that you want to add on your experience of God; and your choice of what you would like to share with the class.  Be sure to cite all your work.
Essays

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
 

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). If using
WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS    Subject to revision

	Date 
	Course Content
	Assignment for next class

	Jan. 15
Week 1
	Hebrew Scriptures
Movie 
	Reading assignment: 

Mueller – pgs. 33-62

Viewings:
1) Blessed William Chaminade
For a history on Blessed Chaminade:
http://campus.udayton.edu/mary//chaminadeart.htm
2)  On being a “prophet”:
http://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/416398/jewish/Non-For-Prophet.htm
3) On Abraham and Isaac:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UabYjhhzG4Q&feature=related
a. Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest. (Also use for portfolio)
b.  My Worldview:  Identify three world issues that you are most concerned with.  In a paragraph or two, discuss how you think the study of/engaging in “God-talk” (theology) can help to address these issues.      

	Jan. 22
Week 2
	New Testament & Other Early Literature


	Reading assignment: 

Mueller,– pgs. 63-91
Viewings:
1)  “Getting to Know St. Paul”:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjLRfhH90oc
2)  (Contemporary):  A look in a church:  St. Paul’s Church
http://www.stpaultheapostle.org/CommunityMeeting012707.pdf
3)  In the footsteps of St. Paul
http://www.abrock.com/Greece-Turkey/FootstepsIntro.html
*For access to the New American Bible translation of Mark:
http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/mark/intro.htm
Assignment:
a. In what ways does the ppt. on St. Paul’s Church reflect an evolution of what may have been occurring in Paul’s times as gained from your readings?
b. Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 57 to answer.



	Jan. 29

Week 3
	Christology

“Who do you say I am?”
	Reading Assignment
 Mueller- pgs. 103-140
Viewings:
1)  The Deity of the Christ
http://www.authorstream.com/Presentation/Fragrence-8346-deity-christ-TheDeityof-Christ-purpose-warning-overview-Jesus-big-claim-john-1-beginning-Word-deityofchrist-ppt-powerpoint/
2) FYI: (Contrast):  Watchtower Christology
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5ecI_eD2rY
3)Dear God
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l61lK8Fny6k&feature=related
a.  After the Resurrection, Jesus had to give the disciples the power to know him again.  Do you see this process of recognizing Jesus going on today?  How/How not?  Has this happened in your own life?
b. Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 131 to answer.

3)  Reflection Paper #1 Due by Feb. 5th:
Topic:  Reflect on the ways the God of the chosen people is described by Old Testament writers.  How is this God similar to or different from the God of your experience?  Give examples.


	Feb. 5
Week 4

	The Church


	Reading Assignment

Mueller, pgs. 141-168
Viewings:
1)  Understanding the Roman Catholic Church:
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rm-TaHkvws
2)  (Controversy) On Ecumenism:  Romanian Orthodox:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7o7UGLTauHI
1)  DQ Week 4:
a.  Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.
b. Write your own creed of what you believe.  See:  “Questions for Discussion” on p. 168 #2, 3.
2) Reflection Paper #1 due 


	Feb. 12
Week 5
	Grace and Sacraments


	Reading Assignment

Mueller, pgs. 177-216
Viewings: 
1) Are sacraments necessary for salvation?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhlLQS_dlSM
2) Seven Sacraments
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LzqkKHksfY&feature=related
3)  One Family’s Celebration of the Sacraments:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvfMa63qppE
a.  Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.
b.  Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 209 to answer.


	Feb. 19

Week 6
	Christian Morality

Mid-Course Test
	Reading Assignment

Mueller, pgs. 219-247 

Viewings:
1)  On Martin Luther vs. Catholic Church, pt. 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMe2lExkrtQ&feature=related
2)  Watch:  chabad.org “* Charity Times Eight
http://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/413194/jewish/Charity-Times-Eight.htm
a.  Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.
b.  Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 246 to answer.


	Feb. 26

Week 7
	Social Justice
Movie: FLOW
	Reading Assignment 

Muellerpgs. 261-290
Viewings:
1)  Bl. Chaminade’s Method of Prayer 
http://usamarianist.blogspot.com/2006/10/chaminades-method-of-prayer.html
2)On Martin Luther vs. Catholic church, pt. 2:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WtGDIjHlYo
3)  On Service:  Christmas Happens Every Day
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLslBfh0sog&feature=related
a.  Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.
b.  Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 288 to answer.


	Mar. 5
Week 8
	Judaism


	Reading Assignment

Mueller, pgs. 299-365

Write Reflective Essay #2 (due 3/12) based upon the following information:  View 3 (three) different evangelical programs on T.V. Compare and contrast them.  
a.  Name of program; preacher; time of program
b.  Describe the audience (upperclass, locals, etc.)
c.  Message/Lesson for the program
d.  Methodology (techniques used for imparting the message, e.g. band, singers, dancers, skits, etc.)
e.  Would you recommend this service to someone else—why or why not? (What works, what doesn’t?)
f.   How does this relate to your own faith life?
Are there any tools, methods, prayer styles, etc. that you feel moved to follow and apply in your own life?

	Mar. 12

Week 9
	Islamic & Catholic Theology in a Global Context


	Reading Assignment 

Mueller, pg. 375-395

Viewings:
1)  A Christian shares why she converted to Islam:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFXOhSCliFc
2)  Iraq’s Muslims converting to Christianity:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Dqj-ezx9i4
3)  For all the World
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHIdG-cX-II&feature=related
4)  Christmas Prayer
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Xt71Holn14
Turn in Portfolio


	Dec. 16
Week 10
	Final 
	Portfolio Presentation


Grade scale is: 	


A = 158-175 points


B = 140-157 points


C = 123-139 points


D = 105-122 points


F = <104 points 








