
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY of HONOLULU

MA 102-60 – INTRODUCTION TO ALGEBRA

 WINTER EVENING SEMESTER 2010

January 11 – March 24, 2010

Monday:  1730-2140

Instructor:  George Mead

E-mail: meadma102@yahoo.com 

TEXT. Beginning Algebra (8th ed.), Gustafson, R.D. and Frisk, P.D.
COURSE DESCRIPTION. Gebinning Algebra will enable the successful student to move on to first year college algebra and thence to more difficult and challenging math subjects. Basic knowledge of fractions, decimals, mathematical operations with positive and negative numbers, simple problem solving, exponents and order of operations is assumed. This course will cover: 

Algebraic equations
Inequalities

Simple graphing 
Polynomial manipulation
Factoring

Quadratics

The instructor will determine from the knowledge level and progress of the students which topics from the textbook to cover 

COURSE FORMAT. Classes will consist of presentation of algebraic principles and problems with opportunity for the student to try practice problems and ask questions during the class time. Homework will be assigned for additional practice and end-of-chapter quizzes and tests given to measure individual progress. No grades will be assigned to homework. The time you spend on homework and studying should be about twice the time you are in class or close to 8 hours per week. You are encouraged to participate in class discussions and to ask and answer questions. I want to create a classroom environment where you feel comfortable to make mistakes and to learn from them. Please respect the views of others and the rights of your fellow classmates to enjoy an environment conducive to learning.

REQUIRED SUPPLIES


Three ring notebook paper (for any assignments, quizzes, or tests)

Straight edge or ruler


Pencil or pen (#2 pencil is recommended)


Eraser (only if you are error prone)

NO NEED TO BUY GRAPHING CALCULATOR!
ATTENDANCE. Attendance in class is crucial to success in the class. Attendance will be taken at each meeting. If you are absent for any two-week period, I am required to notify the Accelerated Undergraduate Programs.
If you miss a class you are responsible for contacting me for homework assignments or important deadlines.

To be late to class is to be rude and disrespectful. Be on time.

EXAM SCHEDULE. There will be three (3) term exams given approximately on the dates shown in the Course Schedule, and one comprehensive exam given during finals week. Each term exam is worth 150 points and will cover primarily the material in the chapters just completed but may include questions or problems on earlier chapters. The lowest score will be discarded and only two term exam scores will count toward the final grade. There will be no make up exams.
QUIZZES. These will be given during certain class periods but only the high four scores will be counted. Each quiz is worth 25 points. There will be no make up quizzes.
COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAMINATION. The final examination given during exam week will cover the entire course. You must take the final examination in order to pass the course.
HOMEWORK. Doing problems is the only way you can learn math. You are responsible for the assigned problems in each covered chapter. You are responsible for checking your work using the solutions provided in your textbook. If you have troubles with the problems, ask me for help. You may see some of the homework problems in quizzes or tests.

METHOD OF DETERMINING FINAL COURSE GRADE


Two term exams @ 150 points each


300 points

(Note: Of the three term exams given, only the two highest scores will count.)


Pop quizzes 





100 points

(Note: Of the quizzes given, only the four highest scores will count)

Comprehensive Final Exam



200 points

TOTAL
600  points

Grades will be assigned to the following scale:



A (90%-100%)



540-600 points



B (80%-89.9%)



480-539 points



C (70%-79.9%)



420-479 points



D (60%-69.9%)



360-419 points



F




below 360 points

I reserve the right to adjust your grade up or down by a small percent if it does not accurately reflect your achievement in this course.

In complying with university policies, I must notify the Academic Advising Center when a student is receiving a “D” grade or has excessive tardiness or absences.

USE OF CALCULATORS, NOTES, AND TEXTBOOK. Use of these during quizzes and tests will not be allowed. 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY. Cheating on quizzes, tests, or the final examination will be grounds for a failing grade in this course.

CANCELLATION OF CLASS. If I am not in class within 20 minutes of the scheduled start of class, then class is considered canceled.

“HOUSEKEEPING”. There will be no eating in the classroom. Turn off your cell phones before class. Trash must be picked up and put in the proper receptacle. 

CONSULTATION and EXTRA INSTRUCTION. Ask me if you need extra help, advice, encouragement, sympathy, or have questions about the course. Also let me know if you are going to be absent or late.
IMPORTANT DATES

     Last day to drop Jan. 19
Last day to withdraw Mar. 8 
 Last day of term Mar. 24




Holidays:  Jan.18 Martin Luther King’s Day






    Feb.15 Presidents’ Day





Makeup days: Mar. 22 and Mar. 24

COURSE SCHEDULE

(Subject to change depending upon class needs)

Jan. 11
Introduction and Chapter 1:



The real number system and the real number line; properties and basic operations of real numbers; exponents and order of operations; symbols and algebraic terms.



Quiz #1 (in class)



Quiz #2 (take home and return Jan. 25)

Jan. 18
MLK Day – Holiday



Make up day will be March 22nd
 Jan. 25
Chapter 2:



Equations and inequalities; word problems – mixtures, tax/tip, D=RT



Quiz #3

Feb. 01
Chapter 3.



Graphing and equations of lines; variation: The rectangular coordinate system and line graphing, functions; four types of variation.



Term Exam #1

Feb. 08
Chapter 4. 



Polynomials; integer exponents (including zero and negative integer exponents), the four basic operations of polynomials.



Quiz #4 (in class)



Quiz #5 (take home and return Feb. 22)

Feb. 15
Presidents’ Day



Make up day will be March 24th
Feb. 22
Chapter 5.


Factoring Polynomials. Factoring techniques using grouping, difference of two squares, sum and difference of two cubes; problem solving: word problems involving integers, ballistics, and geometry.



Quiz #6

Mar. 01
Chapter 6.


Proportion and rational expressions. Ratios, the four basic operations of fractions; complex fractions; applications of equations containing fractions.



Term Exam #2

Mar. 08
Chapter 7.



Systems of equations and inequalities: solving systems by graphing, by substitution, and by addition; applications of systems of equations



Quiz #7

Mar. 15
Chapter 8.


Roots and radical expressions: Focus on square roots, cube roots, and the Pythagorean Theorem; the distance formula.



Quiz #8

Mar. 22
Review



Term Exam #3

Mar. 24
Final Examination

