SYLLABUS
H-424 – Modern Russia

January 11>February 17, 2010 – Monday & Wednesday 1730-2140, MCBH, Kaneohe  
Instructor:  Don Wilson

Address:  1400 Pensacola St. #204, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
Phone:  531-6147

E-Mail:  Wimpenny@Hawaii.rr.com
Text:  D.MacKenzie & M.Curran , Russia in the Twentieth Century,4th Edition Wadsworth/Thompson Learning, 10 Davis Drive .Belmont, CA 94002-3098,USA. 
Description:   Over the past decade monumental changes have occurred in Russia, and the now independent countries that formerly belonged to the Soviet Union.  The course seeks to provide a balanced description of the “Great Russian” peoples , who make up the core of the nation’s historical impetus,  beginning with a succinct history of Russia, and its associated lands, during the late imperial period, and continuing to the current Russia of President Vladimir Putin.  Furthermore, in this edition of the text, the authors also attempt to present a balanced view of a rapidly changing Russia, and its neighbors, including in addition to political, socioeconomic, military, and diplomatic history, several  chapters that explain Russian and Soviet cultural and environmental issues. 
Objectives:   Among the historical disciplines Russia’s occupies a unique niche.  This is the result of the complex influences, both physical and philosophical, that have led to Russian civilization evolving as an amalgam of Eastern and Western traditions, that produced a specifically singular society.  It will be then, a basic objective of the course to utilize this “difference”, as a focal point to provide the student,  within the limitations of time and materials, with at least, a rudimentary understanding of the forces that have dictated Russia’s performance on the world’s stage.  

Reading/Writing Assignments:  The lecture schedule lists reading assignments from the text.  In addition there are  two essay answers to the questions listed under the heading “Essay and Discussion Topics”.
Grading:  Grading will be based on a point system as follows;
Mid-Term & Final….100 pts




Grade:  200-180=A

2 Quizzes………………..30






179=160-B

2 Essays…………………..70






159-140=C










139-120=D

Lecture Schedule/Reading Assignments
Date
Subject






Reading Assignment
Jan   11
Background and Early History     



Chap 1&2
        13  Revolutionary Movements



Chap 3&4





        18
Culture (Tolstoy, etc.), WWI, Bolshevik Rev. Lenin
Chap 5&6
        20
 Bolsheviks (Cont), Nov Revolution, civil war

Chap 7&8

Quiz#1

        25
NEP, Lenin and Stalin, Stalinism



Chap 9&10

Mid-Term Examination
        27
Industrialization/collectivism, a comparison

Chap 11&12
Feb 1
Foreign Policy, “the Pact”, WW II


Chap 13&14


        3
Khrushchev>Brezhnev




Chap 15, 16, 17

Quiz #2

        8
Brezhnev>Gorbachev




Chap 18, 19, 20
       10
The Legacies





Chap 21&22

       15
President’s Day (Holiday)

       17   Final Examination
Essay and Discussion Topics

The questions and concepts expressed below will be utilized to focus discussions of the subjects to be covered in class.  They will also, provide essay questions to be answered in conjunction with the two examinations.

Why did Alexander II free the serfs?

Did World War I cause the collapse of Tsarism?

Why did the Bolsheviks win?

Lenin to Stalin, continuity or betrayal?
The Great Terror:  Old and New Approaches.
The Nazi-Soviet Pact:  then and now
Forced Collectivization:  why and how

The Nazi-Soviet Pact:  then and now.

Did Stalin Plan to Attack Nazi Germany in July 1941?
De-Stalinization:  Stalin’s Role in the Purges and in World War II
Soviet Intervention in Czechoslovakia, 1968, and its repudiation, 1989
Why did the Soviet Union Collapse? 


