Chaminade University 
HIST 151:  World Civilizations I
Fall 2009

Instructor: Krista Steinfeld
Phone: (808) 371-7021
E-mail: ksteinfe@hawaii.edu
Objectives
People are trapped in history, and history is trapped in them.  - James Baldwin
To cover the basic historical interpretation of various world cultures from ‘prehistory’ until 1700; to learn the fundamentals of historiographical research, techniques, and critical discourse.  
Class Information
To study history means submitting to chaos and nevertheless retaining faith in order and meaning. It is a very serious task ... and possibly a tragic one.  - Hermann Hesse 

LD (Learning Disabilities)
Our classroom is a place for all students to learn.  If you have a learning disability, or any other disability that may necessitate any type of assistance with note-taking, reading, or exams, please do not hesitate to inform me.  All discussions regarding LDs and/or any other medical conditions are absolutely confidential.

Readings
History is reading all that you can as fast as you can and - remembering as much as you can.  - Lynn Berleffi Darr

Readings are to be completed on the day they appear on the syllabus.  Due to the extreme brevity of this course, readings are extensive.   It is advised that students seriously consider other commitments and responsibilities that may impede on the time required for such an intense course of study.

Discussions
Most classes will consist of a review of the readings as well as an in depth discussion of particular themes, events, or topics brought up in the text.  There will be six discussions, each one lead by a member of our class.  Discussions leaders must prepare thoughtful and relevant prompts/questions to stimulate intellectual discussion about the readings due that day.  Discussions should last 1 – 1.5 hours and leaders should prepare ample prompts to account for this time period.  Discussion leaders will be assigned at the start of the course and each leader can earn up to 50 points for their discussion session.  For discussion participants, mindfully engaging with the questions presented is also graded with a potential to earn up to 10 points in each discussion session.  

Quizzes
There will be 3 unannounced quizzes throughout the course.  The goal of these quizzes is to ascertain the level at which students are reading and comprehending the text.  Each quiz will be worth 10 points.

Midterm and Final
Both the midterm and final are worth 100 points.  The midterm will consist of 5 short timed essays which we will prepare for together as a class.  The final will be a short paper (5 – 10 pages) that will be on a topic of each student’s choosing.  The midterm and final will be discussed more in depth later in the course.

Grading
3 Quizzes			10 points each 		30
Discussions						70 
	5 participation		50 points		
	1 leadership		20 points	
Midterm			100 points		100
Final				100 points		100
__________________________________________________
Total							300

A:  270 – 300	B:  240 – 269	C:  210 – 239 	D:  180 – 209 	F:   ≥ 179

Schedule
DATE		CLASS ACTIVITY						READINGS/WORK DUE
	T       11/10
	Introduction to Course
Introduction to History and Historiography
Smith Reading from Decolonizing Methodologies
	No readings

	TH    11/12
	Reading Review; Timeline
Critical Historiography Applied to Readings
Assign Discussions
	WC: Preface, Introduction to the Student, Chapters 1 & 2

	T       11/17
	Reading Review; Timeline
Discussion:  Major Themes of Civilization
	WC: Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7

	TH    11/19
	Reading Review; Timeline
Discussion:  Intersections of Violence, Gender, Education, and Religion
Writing a Timed Essay: “HOT TEST STOP”
	WC: Chapters 8, 9 & 10

	T       11/24
	Mid-Term:  5 Short Essays
	NONE 

	T       12/1
	Reading Review; Timeline
Discussion: Contributions of Non-Western Peoples to Global Civilization
	WC:  Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 & 17

	TH    12/3
	Reading Review; Timeline
Discussion:  Statecraft: the Roles of Militarism, Class, and Religion
Final Paper Information
	WC: Chapters 18, 19 & 20

	T       12/8
	Reading Review; Timeline
Discussion:  Cultural, Religious, and Political Imperialism
Peer Review: Final Paper Topic and Approach
	WC: Chapters 21, 22, 23, 24 & 26

	TH    12/10
	Reading Review; Timeline
Discussion:  Key Factors Enabling Cultural Domination
Peer Review:  Final Paper (Thick) Outline
	WC: Chapters 27 & 28

	T       12/15
	Final: Re-writing History
Extra Credit:  Edible Origins
	NONE




