CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children
FALL 2009

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Mary E. Smith, Ph.D.

msmith2@chaminade.edu

808-735-4833 office

808-371-9679 cell

	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Friday 10:00-11:30 a.m.

Thursday 3:00-5:00 p.m.

And by appointment

	TEXT and other resources:
	Hardman, Michael; Drew, Clifford; and Egan, M. Winston. Human Exceptionality: School, Community, and Family, 8th edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon, 2005.

Iris Center of Vanderbilt University website:

http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources.html
Ka Huaka‘i: 2005:  http://www.ksbe.edu/pase/KaHuakai.php

Recommended:

Carol Ann Tomlinson. How to Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms, 2nd edition. ISBN- 0-87120-512-2. This is put out by the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD). (Amazon has it listed for $15.00 new/$5.00 used)

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Sixth Edition (Paperback) by American Psychological Association (Author)

Available on-line: http://idea.ed.gov
*Recommended for Special Education Students):

Gordon S. Gibb, Tina Taylor Dyches. Guide to Writing Quality Individualized Education Programs



	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children (3): Overview of categories of students served in special education including intellectual disabilities, specific learning disabled, emotional and behaviorally disturbed, autism, speech and language impaired, visually and hearing impaired, other health impairment, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, deaf-blindness, traumatic brain injury and gifted, creative and talented. 

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Characteristics of Exceptional Learners and the 13 major special education categories as identified by IDEA 2004

2. Learning needs and instructional strategies for students with learning differences

3. IDEA 2004, ADA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; IEP content and procedure

4. Inclusion and Differentiation  

	PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
	1. Students design meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, special education students, appropriate learner outcomes, effective pedagogy, and assessment (PLAN).

2. Students evaluates elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with special education students, faculty, and other members of the community (ADAPT).

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:


	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Students will become familiar with the different categories and characteristics of exceptional learners as identified by IDEA 2004.

     (HTSB 3)


	1. This will be achieved by successful completion of             weekly reading reflection essays and debate assignments.

	
	2. Students will become aware of the specific learning needs and instructional strategies for exceptional students. (HTSB 6)
	2. Reading and independent research as evident by acceptable Signature Assignment -  Resource Manual

	
	3. Students will be able to write differentiated lesson plans using research based instructional strategies to address the needs of children identified with special learning needs. (HTSB 1)


	3.  Completion of differentiated lesson plan 



	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	· Students are expected to complete all readings prior to class. 


	ON-LINE PROCEDURE:


	· The course begins on a Monday, October 5, 2009. Students are to post by the following Saturday, October 10, 2009, midnight. Responses (2) to students’ debates should be posted by Sunday, midnight. The following weeks will follow the same routine.

· Students will be assigned partners and will work with them on weekly assignments and the signature assignment via email or livetext.



	SIGNATURE ASSIGNMENT:
	The signature assignment for ED 660 is a Resource Manual created in Livetext. This will contain 8 sections. There will be one section for each Exceptional Learner. This is due December 5, 2009. (40 points total) 

1. Intellectual Disabilities/ Mental Retardation

2. Specific Learning Disabilities

3. Emotional and Behaviorally Disturbed

4. Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder

5. Autism Spectrum Disorders

6. Visually Impaired

7. Deaf and Hard of Hearing

8. Gifted, Creative and Talented

[40 points/5 points per section]

Each section should contain:

· A description and identifying characteristics of the Exceptional Learners. For example, a student identified with a learning disabilities has an average or above average IQ. A student with Intellectual Disabilities does not although they may have learning challenges of their own.
· Research based instructional approaches/strategies that help these students access the curriculum (3 or more strategies)
· A list of web sites, books, etc. other resources for each category (3 or more). Most exceptionalities have at least 1 if not more websites such as the National Center for Learning Disabilities, the National Research Center on Gifted and Talented, American Association for Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, etc. Try and include the national websites in your list.


	Other Assignments:
	· Weekly Participation (40 points): You will receive four (4) points for weekly assignments and two (2) responses to other students. This includes: 

*posting assignment on time

*successful completion of any weekly assignment, i.e., assignment questions answered completely, reflecting knowledge of source material

*debates (are well-supported with at least one outside resource.)

*responses to postings are respectful, contributing, and intelligent.

· Movie Review/Reflection (10 points): Originally shown on HBO, this can be borrowed from certain public libraries, the Ed division, etc. For Oahu students, we may have a ‘movie night’ for viewing (more info later.) After discussion with your partner, you will write a 2-3 page reflection on Autism: the musical. What did you learn about autism? Describe the challenges students and their families face? 

· Differentiated Lesson plan (10 points): Template for Differentiated Lesson Plan is available on Livetext.

	Grading Scale
	A = 91-100 points 

B = 81 -90 points 

C = 71- 80 points

Education majors need to receive a grade of “B” or better.

1.  Attendance and participation         40

2.  Resource Manual                          40 

3.  Movie Review/Reflection                10

4.  Differentiated Lesson Plan             10​​​​​​​​

                                               100 total points




