CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ONLINE COURSE SYLLABUS

ED 661 Issues in Special Education
Fall 2009

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Mary E. Smith, Ph.D.

msmith2@chaminade.edu

808-735-4833

808-371-9679 (cell)



	OFFICE HOURS: 


	10:00-2:00 Wednesday

3:00-5:00 Thursday

And by appointment



	TEXT:  
	What Every Teacher Should Know About IDEA 2004 Laws and Regulations

Mandlawitz, Myrna

Pearson

ISBN:  0-205-50568-6

Taking Sides: Clashing Views in Special Education, 4th Edition

Byrnes, MaryAnn

McGraw Hill

ISBN:  0073515396
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. (6th ed.) (2001).Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN 1-55798-791-2.

State of Hawaii, Department of Education, Special Education Rules and Regulations; and the 504 Act (for personal reference) 

	Ecollege:


	Go to: http://www.chaminade.ecollege.com
Choose “login to my ecollege” and enter your student password. The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. Follow the commands.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 

	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	ED 661 Issues in Special Education (3): The major issues and challenges facing the field of special education; emphasis on such topics as nonbiased assessment, non-categorical vs. categorical special education, effects of labeling, multicultural special education, and evaluations of programs. Additionally, the special education referral and delivery system, individual education plans, and legislation affecting special education.

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	Individual Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 2004, Special Education, American Disabilities Act (ADA), Inclusion, No Child Left Behind (NCLB).


	PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
	The successful education candidate in the licensure program is able to plan, teach, assess, reflect, and adapt.  Therefore, the successful candidate:

(REFLECT) engages in the process of continual and thoughtful reflection on his/her teaching practices



	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Students will become knowledgeable of and be able to discuss current issues in special education and/or IDEA 2004. 
 

2. Students will be able to evaluate, synthesize, and research a topic related to special education.
	1. Research paper

2.  Weekly Assignments, readings, discussions

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	Log on to eCollege weekly. Email and dialogue with partner.

Read, Reflect, Discus, Respond.

	SIgnature Assignment:
	· Research Paper- the student will choose one of the special education topics covered in the class discussions or some other relevant special education issue of interest. The topic needs prior approval from the professor (by week 4).  The student has the choice to do the paper with their partner or by him/herself. In either case, the paper should consist of a thorough research of the topic, divergent viewpoints, recent issues, and supporting research. [28 points]
· Requirements if paper is done in pairs: The research paper should be from 9-10 pages and must contain at least 5-6 references other than the text and materials used for the course. These resources may be legal briefs, research articles, newspaper articles, journals, and/or Internet research sources. 
· If you want to do a paper on your own, requirements include: The research paper should be from 4-5 pages and must contain at least 3-4 references other than the text and materials used for the course. These resources may be legal briefs, research articles, newspaper articles, journals, and/or Internet research sources. 

· Send the paper to me through LIVETEXT. Grading Rubric available in livetext and will be shared with students first week of class.

Paper due WEEK 10 (or earlier)


	Other Assignments:
	· Weekly Assignment questions/responses: 9 assignments @ 3pts - 27 points. The course sequence begins on Monday of the week and ends on Sunday, midnight. You are to answer the questions individually and post them by Friday, midnight of specified week. You will lose a point for late postings.

· Weekly Debate Issues: 9 assignments @ 5 pts - 45 points. Students will be required to read the debate article specified in the weekly assignment.  You will be assigned a partner to discuss the article with, do additional research, and decide upon a stance you can debate. Post one debate argument, titled with the debate title and two last name, i.e., Do Gifted and Talented Students Need Special Schools, YES, Smith/Brown. Due on Saturday, midnight of specified week. You are required to read and respond to 2 others’ debates by Sunday, midnight.


	Grading Scale:
	91-100 points = A

81-90 points= B

71- 80 points = C

Education majors need to receive a “B” or better in all Education classes.


	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.




