RE 205 Christian God and Human Experience 

Fall Semester – Nov. 9 – Dec. 9
INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Fonseca
PHONE:

277-1121


E-MAIL:

lynn.fonseca@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – Theological Foundations Concepts and Methods for Understanding Christian Faith by J.J. Mueller, SJ. et al. St. Mary’s Press. (ISBN: 978-0-88489-920-4).

Catalogue Description:  

Students will study and discuss the theological foundations of Christianity from a contemporary Catholic perspective, probing concepts fundamental to formulating a coherent and systematic faith-vision within a diverse, multi-cultural society.  

Central themes include: revelation & faith/ grace & Jesus / religion & salvation / scripture 

& tradition / church & mission / ethics & ecumenical dialogue.  Contemporary debates on 

fundamental concepts in theology will be offered in a spirit that is catholic, Christian and 

ecumenical.

Program Student Learning Outcomes

linked to this course are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader

Christian and human traditions;

2. Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for

service, social justice and peace;

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. Essential thematics of Christian theology that embraces the tradition;

2. A systematic study of Catholic Christianity, in correlation and contrast to other Christian faiths, world religions and humanity; 

3. Theological foundations of faith within a historical and global context;

4. Human experience and a deeper understanding of the human being

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attend and actively participate in all scheduled class meetings. The class lecture material will be taken from the textbook and other sources.

2. Read text and complete all assignments.

3. Complete quizzes and exams as required.

GRADING:

1. Class participation and Attendance (50 points)

2. Assignments (4 @ 10 points each)

3. Portfolio (50 points)

4. Paper (25 points)

1. Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions, comments or questions. 

2. Attendance is required for all classes. If a student cannot attend class, contact the instructor as soon as possible via email or phone. Excused absences will require the completion of an additional assignment.

3. Written assignments are located on the syllabus. Answers are to be typed using double-spaced. There are no requirements regarding length of assignment but should answer the question with enough detail.

4. Final exam will be a final paper and will require a critical analysis of at least one or more theological concept.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Essays

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
 

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). If using
WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format.
SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS    Subject to revision

	Date 
	Course Content
	Assignment for next class

	Nov. 9
	Introduction & Overview of the text
Human Experience

Portfolio Dec. 9
	Reading assignment: 

Mueller,– Chapters 1-2

	Nov. 11
	NO SCHOOL 

VETERANS DAY


	Reading assignment: 

Mueller,– Chapter 3

Choose  1 question from pg. 131 Questions for Discussion

DD Nov. 16

	Nov. 16
	The relationship of the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) to the New Testament
Christology

	Reading Assignment
 Mueller, Chapter 4

Answer questions 2 & 3 pg. 168 Questions for Discussion

DD Nov. 23


	Nov. 18
	The Church

Movie
	Reading Assignment

Mueller, Chapter 5



	Nov. 23
	Grace and Sacraments


	Reading Assignment

Mueller, Chapter 6

Answer the question: Describe the role of character development in making moral decisions.  DD Nov. 30

	Nov. 25
	Christian Morality

Mid-Course Test
	Reading Assignment

Mueller, Chapter 7


	Nov. 30
	Social Justice
	Reading Assignment 

Mueller, Chapter 8

Choose one question from pg. 288 Questions for Discussion DD Dec. 7


	Dec. 3
	Judaism

Movie

	Reading Assignment

Mueller, Ch. 9

	Dec. 7
	Islamic

	Reading Assignment

Mueller, Ch. 10


	Dec. 9
	Catholic Theology in a Global Context
Turn in Portfolio
	

	Dec. 14
	Final Exam


	


Grade scale is: 	


A = 284-315 points


B = 252-283 points


C = 221-251 points


D = 189-220 points


F = <188 points 








