Pfeiffer 2

EN 101-60: Introduction to Expository Writing
Fall AEOP 2009
Chaminade University of Honolulu

Tuesdays: 		1730-2140 Pearl Harbor
Instructor:  		Regina Pfeiffer, D.Min.
Office Hours: 	MWF 7:45-8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m. to noon
Office location: 	Henry Hall 206Q
Office Number:  	739-8536 (cell: 808.256-8859)
E-mail: 		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu


Required Texts:
Faigley, Lester. The Brief Pelican Handbook.
Skwire, Sarah and David. Writing With a Thesis: A Rhetoric and Reader. Tenth Edition.

Handouts as given in class

Course Requirements:
3 Short papers (2-3 pages each) or one long paper (6 to 9 pages)
4 Revisions (Diagnostic and 
1 Diagnostic essay
Workshops—Peer Review
Quizzes
Final Exam

Course Description
This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays. It will also provide instruction in organizing your material and in Standard Edited American English. You will enhance your ability to identify and examine rhetorical modes in expository essays and a novella. Writing and revising improves with practice; therefore, by studying good prose models, like the essays we will read and discuss in this course, you will develop and strengthen your reading comprehension and written rhetorical skills.

Student Learning Outcomes
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
a. -To demonstrate thesis sentences.
b. -To demonstrate topic sentences.
c. -To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
4. -To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

5. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.
a. -To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
b. -To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
c. -To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).
a. -To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

Papers:	All papers must be typed using twelve point font and double-spacing. All margins must be set at one inch. Page numbers are to be placed in the header on the right with last name. This syllabus is an example of that kind of placement.

Your papers must be turned in on time and bring at least two copies of your paper to designated class periods for peer review. 

I will not accept any late papers unless notified at least 48 hours in advance.

Student Responsibilities
Class Preparation
Students are responsible for reading the assigned material by the beginning of class and must be prepared to answer questions posed by the instructor. 
Students are to bring two copies of their essay for peer review on due date. The following week, work will be done in small groups for constructive criticism on your papers. Failure to have your paper with you on due date or missing the workshop will be the equivalent of two unexcused absences.

Class Attendance
Student attendance is mandatory. Students who have a valid reason for absences, such as personal illness or family emergency, are responsible for making up work assigned during their absence from class. Any excused absence requires additional work by the student. The instructor determines whether a reason is valid.
Students are expected to be in class on time. Tardiness on a regular basis may reduce letter grade. Your final grade will be affected for excessive (three or more) unexcused absences and/or for excessive tardiness (more than three times).

Class Behavior
Be respectful to and of your classmates and instructor. Inappropriate behavior, such as but not limited to excessive talking, text messaging, demeaning gestures, will not be tolerated. Students who do not behave appropriately will be asked to leave the classroom.
Before entering the classroom, students are required to turn off all electronic devices, including, but not limited to, cell phones, iPods, PDAs, and MP3s. Computers may be used during class time only with permission and will not be allowed during any test. If a student is “surfing,” “texting” or other non-instructional activity during class, the electronic device will be confiscated until the end of class period. Any student who does not respect classroom behavior rules will receive no credit for that day’s attendance and a ‘0’ on the next quiz.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:
· Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. This does include web sites. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.
· Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.
· Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper and/or for the course.

Essay Assignments
You have two options for graded essays this term. You may choose to do either one long essay or four individual essays of two to three pages each. These options will cover Essays #2, 3, 4 and 5. You will submit drafts of each essay by the due date and a final revision of each one as well.

	Essay Option A
	Essay Option B

	You may write a single essay that is a minimum of eight pages and includes at least four rhetorical modes.. This will replace Essays 2, 3, 4 and 5. However, you must submit ongoing drafts to the essay that develops the paper further by using a new rhetorical mode with each addition. You will need to identify the rhetorical mode of each addition.

Draft #2 Due Oct. 20

Draft #3 

Draft #4 
	You will write four essays incorporating specific rhetorical modes. Topics that suggest the use of the different rhetorical modes will be given to the students. You will select at least three different rhetorical modes from the list provided on the syllabus.



Essay #2 Due Oct. 20

Essay #3 

Essay #4



Grading Breakdown
Assessed Work for EN 101:
· Class Participation and attendance:		10% (of final mark)
· DE/Quizzes/portfolio:				15% (of final mark)
· 2nd Essay or Draft #2				15% (of final mark)
· 3rd Essay or Draft #3				15% (of final mark)
· 4th Essay or Draft #4				15% (of final mark)
· 5th Essay- Compare and Contrast		15% (of final mark)
· Final:						15% (of final mark)
100%


Grading Scale
‘A’ 90% or better	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
‘B’ 80-89%		Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
‘C’ 70-79%		Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.
‘D’ 63-69%		Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of	prerequisite course work.
‘F’ 62% or lower	Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

The instructor reserves the right to modify the number of assignments and tests used to calculate student grades. Therefore, assignments or tests may be reduced if deemed necessary. Breakdown and scale will reflect total number of points based on actual tests and assignments. Attendance points will not change.
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.




Course Schedule (subject to revision)
Additional Reading and Writing assignments may be given in class
Week						Assignment
	Session one – Oct. 6
Essay #1 (diagnostic DE)  

	For next week: 
The Brief Penquin Handbook (Penquin)
Part 1 chapter 1
Part 7 chapter 27
Part 8 chapter 32

Writing with a Thesis (Thesis)
Chapter 1 pp 1-9
Chapter 2 pp 36-38 and a story of one’s choice in this section.
Make note of what is the main point of the story.

	Session Two – Oct. 13
Diagnostic Essay due
Prewriting techniques
Looping

Narrative

Basic sentences
Structure
Four basic sentence types
	For next week:
Penquin
Part 2 chapter 3 planning and drafting
Part 7 – 26 write with power
Part 8 -32, 33 grammar basics and fragments, run-ons, comma splices
Part 9 - 38,39 commas and semi-colons

Thesis
Chapter 3 – Description
Select one of the stories and answer one of the “What did the author say…” questions and one of the “How did the writer say it” questions in your portfolio and for discussion. 

	Session Three – Oct. 20
Grammar
Fragments, run-on/fused and comma splices

Mechanics
commas and semi-colons

Rhetorical mode
Description

Essay #2 due
Workshop: Peer Review of Essay #2
	For next week:
Penquin
Part 2 chapter 4 composing paragraphs
Part 7 chapter 28 write with emphasis
Part 8 chapter 34 subject/verb agreement
Part 9 chapter 39 colons

Thesis
Chapters 4 and 5

Also for Portfolio
What is the difference between a topic sentence and a thesis statement?

	Session Four – Oct. 27
Grammar
Subject-verb agreement

Mechanics
Colons
Paragraph and development
Rhetorical modes
Examples and process
	Penquin
Part 2 chapter 5 rewriting, editing, proofreading
Part 7 chapter 29 find the right words
Part 8 chapter 35 verbs 
Part 9 chapter 40 hyphens and 41 dashes and parentheses

Thesis
Chapter 6 

	Session Five – Nov. 3
Grammar
verbs
Mechanics
Hyphens, dashes, parentheses

Rhetorical mode
Compare and contrast

Essay #3 Due
Workshop: Peer Review of Essay #3
	For Nov. 17
Penquin
Part 7 chapter 30 write to be inclusive
Part 8 chapter 36 pronouns 
Part 9 chapter 42 apostrophes 

Thesis
Chapter 7 and 9

	No Session Six on Nov. 10
	Work on revisions

	Session Seven – Nov. 17
Grammar
Pronouns
Mechanics
apostrophes

Rhetorical mode
Cause and effect
Definition

Essay #4 due
Workshop: Peer Review of Essay #4
	Penquin
Part 7 chapter 31 write for different audiences
Part 8 chapter 37 modifiers
Part 9 chapter 43 quotation marks and 44 other punctuation marks

Thesis
Chapter 8

	Session Eight – Nov. 24
Grammar
Modifiers

Mechanics
Quotation marks and other punctuation marks

Rhetorical mode
Division and classification
	Penquin
Part 9 chapter 45 spelling and 46 capitalization and italics, 47 abbreviations

Thesis
Chapter 10

Bring all four essays or single long piece for peer review on Dec. 1

	Session Nine – Dec. 1

Mechanics
Quotation marks and other punctuation marks

Rhetorical mode
Argumentation

	


	Session Ten – Dec. 17
Final work and exam. 
	Final version of single piece or all four essay revisions are to be submitted



Options for Essay #2 – using one of the rhetorical modes listed below, submit a two to three page essay using one of the essay suggestions. Essay #2 is due Oct. 20

Description:
1. Assume you have unlimited funds to design either an automobile or a room in a house.
In your detailed description include:
	Automobile
	Room – living or bedroom or kitchen

	Body style, color, seats, dashboard, engine, and other equipment – even a futuristic car if you can envision
	Shape, wall color, windows, furniture or equipment, exterior views if any, accents, special features



2. Why did you choose your career? Describe the kind of work you do in this career. Include other characteristics such as salary, working conditions, educational requirements, advancement options, and job security.

Example
3. Give an example of a pet peeve that you have and why it irritates you. What have you done in the past or will do in the future to handle this pet peeve? Is it possible to adjust to it?

4. Give an example of a person who was or is a good role model for you. What kinds of actions or attitudes have made that person significant in your life? 

Options for Essay #3 Draft due on Nov. 3 – Use one of the rhetorical modes listed below or one that you did not use for Essay #2 and submit a two to three page essay.

Definition
5. Define success. What is it? How do people achieve success? What difference does it make in one’s life?

6. Define love. What is it? What kinds of love do people experience? How does love impact people’s lives?

Process
7. Describe a series of actions that you took either to get to school, prepare for a major exam, prepare for a party or prom, or to build something.

8. Write instructions for how to play your favorite game, change a tire, cook a special meal, bake a cake, fix an item, or use a computer program. This essay must be in paragraph form.


Options for Essay #4 Draft due on Nov. 17 – Use one of the rhetorical modes listed below or one that you did not use for Essay #2 and #3 and submit a two to three page essay.

Classification
9. Food may be categorized as meat, dairy, grains, and produce. Write a classification about these four categories of food, describing each one systematically including an example of the food, how it is obtained, prepared and eaten.

10. Select either TV shows or film genres. Classify the types of shows or genres, giving examples of each classification and the appeal or effect the show or film type has on the audience.

Argument or Persuasion
11. From Writing Simplified, on page 12, select one of the opinions and write a paper supporting your opinion on that subject, or you may select an opinion of your choice and be able to support the main issue you discuss. (e.g. changing the legal age for alcohol consumption, English as the official language of the United States, “No Child Left Behind” as the foundation for education in public schools. See also page 37 for additional possible topics (argument)

12. In this essay, you will attempt to persuade someone to act or to respond in a particular manner by first indicating the opposite point of view which you later dispute. You can select one of the topics for argument or on page 39.

Cause and Effect
13. Select one of the following and explain the causes and the effects of that particular situation.
a. Air is becoming polluted.
b. Many Americans are overweight.
c. Many Americans are out of work.
d. Many women, both single and married, hold jobs.
e. Many people are returning to school.

Compare and Contrast
14. Compare and contrast two cities which you have lived in, visited or would like to see.
		
