Chaminade University

EN 303 / 403, Introductory and Advanced Poetry Writing

Fall Evening Semester, 2009

Instructor: Dr. Michael Shapiro, Instructor
Contact: poetrydoc@gmail.com; 808-225-0982 

Course Description

English 303 & 403 are creative writing workshops guided in an online environment. Students will learn the principles of poetry writing, including form (meter, internal and end-rhyme schemes, lineation, rhythm, assonance and consonance, free and experimental verse) and also content (metaphor, word selection, imagery, tone, etc.). Students will read and analyze model poems, then apply the techniques the poems illustrate. Students will also compose original poems and submit them to the class for critique and discussion; based on these workshops, students will revise their original poetry.
Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course the student should:
· Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use the fundamentals of poetic form, including (but not limited to): rhythm, meter, rhyme, lineation and both fixed and free verse forms.
· Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use figurative language (including various kinds of metaphor), tone and voice, imagery, narrative and lyric approaches

· Have an increased awareness of major poets 

· Have an increased appreciation for how poems are composed and for the musicality of language
· Demonstrate knowledge of key terminology associated with poetry writing

· Demonstrate ability to sensitively and constructively critique original poetry

This course fulfills the following English Program learning objectives:
· a proficiency in creative writing through an original production of poetry, fiction, or nonfiction.
· the ability to define various literary critical approaches and apply them to given texts.

Pre-requisites

English 303: None

English 403: Completion of English 303 with a grade of C or better

Technology Requirements

Because this course is being taught in a completely online environment, access to a computer and the Internet are required. A functioning Chaminade University email account is also required. 
Required Texts

A Poetry Handbook, by Mary Oliver
All other required reading will be linked to the course website and can be found online.

Assessment and Grading
4 original poems (with revisions and essay) 30%
 

Throughout the course, students will write four original poems and post them to eCollege. At the final examination, they will submit these four original poems and their revisions. Also required is a short essay describing the process of developing the poems.
 

Critiques 30%
 

Students are required to respond to the original poems posted by other students in the course. Each student will submit four poems throughout the course, so students may have to write anywhere from 12-20, 250-word critiques for the course.
  

Exercises & Readings 30%
There are ten practice exercises derived from the readings, one due each week. 
 

Final Examination 10%
There will be an in-person, open-book final examination at Chaminade's Oahu campus. 
Other Guidelines for Success

· Use Chaminade email address

· Put course name and your last name in subject line

· Keep to the course schedule

· Contact instructor immediately if you encounter problems -- technical or otherwise

· Stay engaged with and respond to other students' postings; remember that online courses

are online learning communities.

· Be patient and read the comments of others thoroughly before entering your remarks.

· Be positive and constructive in group discussions.

· Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner

· Face-to-face meetings or phone conferences are available. These may be initiated by either

student or instructor. Use email to set up an appointment.

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student during the term. Work written for other courses is unacceptable in this one. Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment and possible failure for the course.

The Chaminade General Catalog states the following with regard to plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In this course, if the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 
