COURSE HI/RE 322     MEDIEVAL LIFE & THOUGHT_                                 Fall Evening, 2009
Instructor:  David Anderson (Cell:  366-4366 / Humanities Office: Henry 206P /735-4867)

e-mail: danderso@chaminade.edu Office Hours: upon request / E-College / 3 credit course                
Catalogue Description
 
THIS COURSE INTEGRATES THE PERSPECTIVES OF HISTORY AND RELIGION INTO 
THE STUDY OF MEDIEVAL EUROPE (C. 500-1500 AD).  RELIGIOUS HISTORY COMBINES INSIGHT INTO THE NATURE OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCES & STRUCTURES WITH A PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SETTING. 

 
GOAL:  to present an historical overview of medieval times with a dual focus on 

              Development of both Church & State and their mutual influences. Consideration 
              will be given to significant events, ideas, conditions and personalities that 
              constitute the genesis of Europe & Christendom.

 
OBJECTIVES:

1)  to present the various phases of medieval history with clarity and precision

     in a way that allows for sure and certain grasp of essential historical realities

2)  to analyze the shifting historical and geographical fortunes of medieval peoples

     and leaders, with a view toward both their continuities and discontinuities

3)  to assist in correlation and integration of medieval history and church with other      

     studies, religious and secular

4)  to address the presence or absence of particular theo-moral concerns through the

     various eras and epochs of medieval social and ecclesial life

5)  to make study of medieval types, events, ideas, conditions and personalities

     “come alive” so as to be relevant to people living in “modern/post-modern” times

 

 

Requirements:

1) weekly participation on the E-College course site regarding work / postings, etc.

2) reading of text and other materials relevant to this course of study

3) satisfactory completion of final exam and course paper

 

 

Recommendations:

1) reflection on all course materials, assigned and otherwise

2) timely and appropriate course postings

3) full participation in this enterprise of interdisciplinary and collaborative learning
 
Week      Dates       SUBJECT & READING SCHEDULE

    1.      10/5-10/11     Part One:  The Early Middle Ages - The Birth of Europe
                                      Preface & Introduction [pgs xix-7]
                                      Ch 1:  Rome Becomes Christian  (Part I) [pgs 8-29]
 

    2.      10/12-10/18   Ch 1:  Rome Becomes Christian (Part II)
 

    3.      10/19-10/25   Ch 2:  Barbarian Settlements in the West [pgs 30-49]

                                      Ch 3:  Early Western Christendom [pgs 50-67]

                                      Ch 4:  Neighbors:  Byzantium & Islam [pgs 68-96]

 

    4.      10/26-11/1     Ch 5:  Carolingian Europe [pgs 97-118]

                                      Ch 6:  Division, Invasion & Reorganization [pgs 119-147]

                                                

    5.      11/2-11/8       Part Two:  The Central Middle Ages – Reform, Revival & Expansion 
                                      Ch 7:  Economic Takeoff  & Social Change [pgs 149-185]

                                      Ch 11:  States in the Making:  England & France [pgs 266-288]

                                      Film:  The Lion in Winter
 

    6.     11/9-11/15     Ch 9:  Conquests, Crusades, & Persecutions [pgs 215-239] 
                                      Film:  Kingdom of Heaven 

 

    7.    11/16-11/22    Ch 8:  New Paths to God [pgs 186-214]

                                     Ch 10:  Worlds in Collision:  Papacy & Empire [pgs 240-265]

 

    8.    11/23-11/29    Part Three:  The Late Middle Ages – Crisis & Creativity
                                     Ch 13:  Famine, Plague & Recovery [pgs 325-345]

                                     Ch 14:  Toward the Sovereign State [pgs 346-365]

                                     Ch 10:  Persecutions [pgs 236-241]]

 

    9.    11/30-12/6      Ch 12:  Literature, Art & Thought [pgs 289-320]
                                     Ch 15:  Diversity & Dynamism in Late Medieval Culture [pgs 366-383]

 

   10.   12/7-12/13      Conclusion & Course Review     

Text:   Medieval Europe [A Short History] by Judith M. Bennett & C. Warren Hollister
            McGraw-Hill/10th edition, 2006

Grading:  follows the university catalogue standards:  A / B / C / D / F / W / I
                  45%  Weekly Postings   [9 weekly postings - weeks 1 thru 9:  each 5%]
                  35%  Term Paper
                  20%  Final Exam
Final Paper:  14 page paper (typed, double-spaced) - due at the end of Week Nine  
            1) Title Page:  your personally selected topic (page 1)
            2) Table of Contents:  sequential outline of paper (page 2)
            3) Presentation of Topic (pages 3-10)
            4) Reason for selection of this particular topic (page 11)
            5) Relevance of topic to your life or the modern world (page 12)
            6) Footnotes (page 13)
            7) Bibliography (page 14)

* There is no preferred format for the term paper / use whichever option you prefer
* Papers are to be submitted no later than the end of Week Nine 
   [later papers may incur a grade reduction]
* Final exams are arranged by the Evening Programs Office (AUP) - please be
   in touch with them regarding this matter as we approach the last weeks of the course


Course Related Films
The Fall of the Roman Empire
Gladiator
The Lion in Winter 
Becket   
The Prince of Thieves
Kingdom of Heaven                           
Brother Sun, Sister Moon
The Name of the Rose                                
Joan of Arc 
Messenger of God                     
Christianity (The First Thousand Years) 
Christianity (The Second Thousand Years)

 

 

Note to Students 

  

All courses within the Religious Studies Department have established the following 

  

                          Discipline Teaching Goals 

Goal One: 

To promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition 

by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation 
Goal Two: 

To promote the integral growth and development of both faculty and students as moral and spiritual persons 
Goal Three:  

To foster an understanding of the correlation and interaction between religions and cultures, particularly as lived by the peoples of the Hawaiian Islands and Pacific Rim 

  

Student Learning Outcomes:  to demonstrate an understanding of   
1) Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the
     broader Christian and human traditions
2) Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions 
3) Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition 
4) the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for 
    service, social justice and peace 
5) the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values 
6) the uniqueness of Hawaii & the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious
     traditions 
Learning Outcomes for RE/HI 322:   
in some sense all of the above outcomes, but most specifically this course seeks to address outcomes 1 & 5.   It is my hope that this course contributes to the University’s missional goal of informing & forming students who are becoming academically enlightened, historically focused, spiritually enriched, globally aware and ethically engaged.
Course Assessment
Student Program Learning Outcomes are linked to and assessed individually through specific components of coursework:  weekly on-line postings of thoughts, comments and questions, submission of course paper in an e-mail format, and satisfactory completion of the final examination. 

 

An Education in the Marianist Tradition is Marked by Five Characteristics:

1) Education for Formation in Faith
    --In our community, reason and personal faith are seen as mutually complementary
       roads to truth.  Together, we invite all scholars to join our community of faith, hope, 
       and love.

 

2) Integral, Quality Education
    --We are committed to an integral, quality education which begins with respect for the 
       complexity & diversity of each person.  This means that the faculty member attempts 
       to engage the whole person with quality courses and activities that challenge the
       intellectual, emotional, aesthetic, physical, and ethical dimensions that make up each
       student’s life experience.

 

3) Education and Family Spirit
    --Our community is a second family which encourages the personal development of
       each of its members.  Mutual respect for all members of our family allows the 
       Marianist-based scholarly community to share responsibility for decision making at 

       all levels.

 

4) Education for Service, Peace, and Justice
    --All members of the community must expect to dispense and receive justice to and
       from each other, and to and from the community in which the university is situated.
       Teachers and administrators within our community prepare students to view their
       own world with a critical eye in order to discern between the just and unjust.

 

5) Education for Adaptation and Change
    --True to the tradition of faith, a Marianist-founded education prepares students for
       tomorrow and adapts to its time.  Our scholarly community regards technology as 
       a critical aid in the quest for understanding in our changing world.

 

Our students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring us a variety of talents, traditions,
cultures and abilities.  This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community, which can nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential.  Each student’s educational goal is to prepare for professional careers and personal growth in an educational environment based in the liberal arts tradition and enriched by Marianist values.
 
Key Elements of the Marianist Charism
1) Spirit of Faith (“What is essential is the interior” / seeing everything with the eyes 

     of faith) 

2) Community (“Family Spirit” – welcoming & hospitality - one in mind & heart) 

3) Discipleship of Equals (“Equality” of all members within the Marianist family) 

4) Responsiveness to the Needs of the Times (“Universal Service”) 

 

Blessed William Joseph Chaminade (1761-1850):  
French diocesan priest who founded the Marianist Order following the French Revolution.  With collaborators, such as Adele De Batz de Trenquelleon, from the early service-oriented Christian communities of men and women (Sodalities) established to rebuild the Church & re-Christianize France, there eventually emerged the Society of Mary (for men, the Marianist Community of Brothers & Priests) and the Daughters of Mary Immaculate 
(for women, the Marianist Sisters).  There is also the worldwide Lay Marianist Family with over 8,000 members. The Marianists were established in the United States in 1849 in Dayton, Ohio, came to Hawaii in 1883, and birthed  Chaminade University of Honolulu in 1955.  Faculty & Staff members are now invited to become MEA’s - Marianist Educational Associates, lay men & women committed to working with the Marianists to carry forward
the vision & mission of Fr. Chaminade & the Marianist Order of Fathers & Brothers.
