Dr. Cheryl Edelson                             

English 432/Fall 2009

American Literature: 1940-Present

Online

Contact:

Office: Henry 206F

Office Hours: Tuesdays 8:30-9:30; 2:00-4:00

 Thursday 8:30-9:30

          and by appointment  

email: cedelson@chaminade.edu
Phone: 739-8533 

 

Course Description:

 

The postwar period captures many of the contradictions that define American life as a whole. Even as the Allied victory in World War II secured America’s status as a superpower, this triumph ushered in the pervasive anxieties and suspicions of the Atomic Age. Wartime production made possible postwar peace and prosperity; but this placid exterior was in part predicated upon brutal repressions such as the Hollywood Blacklist and the terrorism of the Ku Klux Klan. These polarities and conflicts are nowhere more clear than in American literature of the last 50 years. English 432 offers a broad survey of US literatures, 1940-Present. With attention to writers such as Zora Neale Hurston, Jack Kerouac, John Okada, Art Spiegelman, and Sherman Alexie, we shall consider artistic responses to WWII, the Cold War, and the Vietnam War. At the same time, our discussions will encounter philosophical and cultural movements such as Modernism, Postmodernism, Feminism, and Postcolonial/Fourth World activism. Students will be asked to read in genres ranging from poetry to the graphic novel and to write two exams, a literary research paper, and weekly responses. 

 

Required Texts:

 

Alexie, Sherman. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. 1994.

Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God. 1937.
Kerouac, Jack. On The Road.  1959.   

Mason, Bobbie Ann. In Country. 1985.

Okada, John. No-No Boy. 1957.
Spiegelman, Art. MAUS I: A Survivor’s Tale. 1973.

 

Additional Readings will be available as hyperlinks on ecollege.

Films listed in the course schedule may be found at most public libraries and rental concerns such as Netflix.

 

English Program Learning Outcomes:

Students who complete this program will demonstrate

 

1. a proficiency in writing including the completion of a literary research paper.

 

2. the ability to define various critical approaches and apply them to given texts.

 

3. the ability to define, identify, and articulate major movements/periods in American literature including significant authors, texts, and issues. 

 

 

Course Objectives:

 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate:

 

-- the ability to discern major literary and cultural movements of 20th century America.

 

-- the ability to both explicate and contextualize a given literary text.

 

--the ability to develop and express ideas in a clear and logical manner, using a variety of critical reading, writing, and thinking skills. 

 

-- the ability to incorporate secondary materials—particularly historical and literary critical scholarship-- into the reading and writing process. 

 

--an enhanced understanding of literature as a means of exploring self and world. 

 

 

Course Requirements and Expectations:

*Participation in class discussions via ecollege is mandatory
 

Students are expected to: regularly check ecollege, participate and  offer thoughtful contributions in threaded discussions, and complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates. Frequent late submissions will adversely affect your grade. 

 

The course requirements include one formal essay, a midterm and final exam, weekly reading responses, and a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  

 

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2009-10 General Catalogue.

  

I am available for consultation during my office hours, by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.

 

Essay Guidelines:

 

Essays are due by midnight on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. 

 

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

 
Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  

 
                                     

Course Requirements:

*participation in weekly discussion board postings (20%) 

*literary research essay (30%)

*midterm (25%)

*final exam (in-person, 25%)

GRADING SCALE: 

A= 90-100%

B= 80-89%

C= 70-79%

D= 60-69%

F= 0-59% 

* Please review the following Chaminade University Guidelines for ecollege communication:

      Email:

· Use the Chaminade email account provided.

· Always include a subject line. 

· Remember without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some cases. 

· Use standard fonts. 

· Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. should be avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication. 

      Discussion Groups:

· Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. 

· Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic.

· Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group. Be respectful of others’ ideas. 

· Be patient and read the comments of others thoroughly before entering your remarks. 

· Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks. 

· Be positive and constructive in group discussions. 

· Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.

Schedule of Assignments:

(Subject to revision)

 

*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.

**Additional Readings TBA

 

Week 1 Oct. 5

Introductions; Screen Sergeant York (Howard Hawks, 1941)

Week 2 Oct. 12

Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)
 

Week 3 Oct. 19

Screen The Best Years of Our Lives (William Wyler, 1946)
Week 4 Oct. 26

Okada, John. No-No Boy (1957) 
 

Week 5 Nov. 2

Robert Lowell, “Skunk Hour”; Allen Ginsberg, “Supermarket in California”; Sylvia Plath, “Daddy”; Flannery O’Connor “A Good Man is Hard to Find” (access tba)

Week 6 Nov. 9

Kerouac, Jack. On The Road (1959)

Midterm Assigned  

Week 7 Nov. 16

Mike Nichols, The Graduate (Mike Nichols, 1967)
Midterm Due

Week 8 Nov. 23

Spiegelman, Art. MAUS I: A Survivor’s Tale. (1973)

Week 9 Nov. 30

Bobbie Ann Mason, In Country (1985)

Week 10 Dec. 7

Alexie, Sherman. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. (1994) 

Final Exam

TBA

