RE 315 New Testament Times 

Fall Semester – Oct. 5 – December 17
INSTRUCTOR:
Lynn Fonseca
PHONE:

277-1121


E-MAIL:

lynn.fonseca@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Bible – You may use any version that includes the Apocrypha. Preferred versions are: New American Bible (available at bookstore), New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, New Jerusalem Bible


Textbook – The New Testament, A Student’s Introduction by Sterphen L. Harris. (ISBN: 978-0-07-338653-9).

Course Description

Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the letters of Paul.  They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection on the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their presence and application within the continuing Christian tradition.

Program Student Learning Outcomes

linked to this course are:

1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader

Christian and human traditions;

4. the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for

service, social justice and peace;

5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. major forms of criticism that scholars use in the study of the New Testament; 

2. social and historical context of the First Century period; 

3. impact of the New Testament writings on the First Century Christian; 

4. interpretation of Scripture for continuing Christian faith; 

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. identify various genres within the New Testament; 

2. compare and contrast similar texts to determine authors’ concerns; 

3. explain the purpose and meaning of the texts for First Century Christians; 

4. analyze and interpret periocope to determine its meaning for Christian believers in both the First Century and today. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attend and actively participate in all scheduled class meetings. The class lecture material will be taken from the textbook and other sources.

2. Read text and complete all assignments.

3. Complete quizzes and exams as required.

GRADING:

1. Class participation and Attendance (50 points)

2. Assignments (4 @ 10 points each)

3. Quizzes (8) (Total points 200)

4. Paper (25 points)

1. Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions, comments or questions. 

2. Attendance is required for all classes. If a student cannot attend class, contact the instructor as soon as possible via email or phone. Excused absences will require the completion of an additional assignment.

3. Written assignments are located on the syllabus. Answers are to be typed using double-spaced. There are no requirements regarding length of assignment but should answer the question with enough detail.

4. Quizzes will consist of material from class lecture or from text, mostly to identify terms or major concepts.

5. Final exam will be a final paper and will require a critical analysis of at least one or more scripture passage.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

Essays

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
 

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. Submit essays as an attachment to instructor using Web CT’s mail system. You may not use WIKIPEDIA as a resource.

 

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS    Subject to revision

	Date 
	Course Content
	Assignment for next class

	Oct. 6
	Introduction & Overview of the text
	Reading assignment: 

Harris,– Chapters 1-2

	Oct. 13
	The relationship of the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) to the New Testament

Test Ch. 1-2
	Reading assignment: 

Harris,– Chapters 3-5

	Oct. 20
	The Three Worlds in 

Which Christianity Originated 

Test Ch. 3-5
	Reading Assignment
 Harris, Chapters 6-9

Using two of the forms of criticisms found in chapter

 six, compare and

 contrast any one of 

the sets of the following:

 

· Select the story of Jesus’ temptation in the desert 

from two of the following: 

Matthew,Mark or Luke.

·         The Lord’s Prayer 

in Matthew and Luke. 

·         The Last supper 

in any two of the synoptic Gospels.

·         Jesus’ words on

 the cross as found in 

Luke and in either 

Matthew or Mark.

·         The women at the empty tomb in any two 

of the synoptic Gospels.

 

How does the pericope 

reflect each of the 

evangelists’ 

understanding of Jesus? 

You should be able to

 include the material 

from the text that 

shows an understanding 

of the main points of the gospels.

	Oct. 27
	Synoptic Gospels

Test Ch. 6-9
	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapters 10-12

1. Choose one of Reading Assignment
The “signs” in the Gospel of John. Use one of the forms of criticism to analyze the pericope. Based on the critical analysis, what is John attempting to say about Jesus’ divinity?

 

2. Select one of the Letters of John. What is its overall theme? What in the letter supports your thesis of its theme?

	Nov. 3
	Johannine Literature: Gospel, Letters and Revelation

Test Ch. 10-12
	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapter 13

	Nov. 10
	Acts of the Apostles – Early Church History

Test Ch. 13
	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapter 14-16

Read the Letter of Paul to Philemon or one chapter from the Letter to the Romans.

What is the main theme of this letter or chapter? What words or phrases indicate this theme? What relevance does this theme have for contemporary Christians

	Nov. 17
	Paul and the Pauline Tradition

Test Ch. 14-16
	Reading Assignment 

Harris, Chapter 17-19



	Nov. 24
	Pauline Letters continued; General Letters Visions of End Time

Test Ch. 17-19
	Reading Assignment

Harris, Chapter 20-21

Select one of the following to answer for your essay.

1. Do you think that Hebrews was written to a Jewish Christians or Gentile Christians? Why? Give specific examples from the text to support your answer.

2. Compare and contrast the theology or understanding of God and God’s actions between Hebrews and Stephen’s speech in Acts, Chapter seven.

3. Describe the sort of persecution that the readers of 1 Peter may be experiencing. What in the letter leads you to that conclusion

	Dec. 1
	Apocalyptic Hope, Judeo-Christian Bible

Test Ch. 20-21
	Students are to locate an article about the New Testament and its writings using ATLA or other religion index. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes:

· a brief summary of the article; 

· its relevance to course content; 

· its usefulness as a means to understand the New Testament better; 

· how the article contributed to personal knowledge of the course subject. 

 

This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages. In the footer, locate page number on the left, and initial of first name and entire last name on the right.

	Dec. 8
	Sharing of paper


	


Grade scale is: 	


A = 284-315 points


B = 252-283 points


C = 221-251 points


D = 189-220 points


F = <188 points 








