RE 324-90 Sexuality in Christian Life

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall 2009
 Course Name and Number:
324-90 Sexuality in Christian Life




      Instructor Name:


Lynn Fonseca


      Instructor Contact Information

      Office Phone: 

808-277-1121

      Email Address:

lynn.fonseca@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore the meaning of adult life as based upon a sacramental perspective. Students will examine the paradigm of Jesus as Sacrament and the human response to that image in adult life. They will determine what the Christian view regarding married and single life in order to make informed choices regarding human sexuality, and moral and social responsibilities. They will evaluate differing views regarding human behavior and lifestyles as consistent with or in opposition to a sacramental understanding of human life.

Course Objectives:
The course objective is to provide a theological foundation of the moral dimensions of human sexuality from a Christian tradition and the subsequent effect on human choices. Students will be able to describe the scriptural, spiritual and historical visions of human sexuality as rooted in the perspective of the covenant, beatitudes and subsequent effect on human choices.
Required Textbooks:
Grabowski, John. Sex and Virtue: An Introduction to Sexual Ethics. Washington, D.C.: Catholic University Press, 2003.

Lawler, Michael G. Marriage and Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Marriage. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1993.

Popcak, Gregory Ph. D. Holy Sex: A Catholic Guide to Toe-Curling, Mind-Blowing, Infallible Loving. New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2008.

New American Bible or any standard Bible version; 

Or on-line http://www.usccb.org/bible
Course Website address:
      http://chaminade.ecollege.com 

Hardware Requirements:
eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection. 

Assessment and Grading:

      Testing Procedures:
      If you are on Oahu, you must take the final exam in person at Henry Hall.  If you are not on     Oahu during the final week of class verification is necessary such as an airline ticket and you will need to make arrangements to take the final test by some other method. 

      Grading Procedure:
 Students are highly encouraged to participate in all of the discussion board by posting their answers and responding to the members of their group.  The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to question(s) and your response to others’ answers.  There will be four essays and an article research and reaction.

Essays:

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essays must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font. Set the footer to 7 using the page setup control. In the footer set at .7, insert page number on the left and your first initial and last name on the right. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, logical sequence and transitions, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from” but are used incorrectly.
      Grading Scale:

 
Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions



45 points

· Final Exam on campus





30 points 

· Essays 







40 points 

· Article research and reaction




10 points

Grade scale:
A = 113-125 points

B = 100-112 points

C = 88-99 points

D = 75-87 points

F < 74 points

     Assignments and Participation:

Class Participation or Attendance:
Students are expected to post to the discussion boards a minimum of five times per week. Each student will be assigned to a specific discussion group weekly. The posts on the discussion board are in two formats: your response to question and your reaction to others’ answers. 

Weekly posts consist of:

1. An in-depth response to readings question (by Wednesday night); 
2. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by two other persons within immediate discussion group (by Friday night); 
3. Response to others’ reactions/questions to your initial post; 
4. Reaction posting (as #2 above) to a posting by one other student NOT in your discussion group that week (by Sunday night). 
 Punctuality:
Points will be deducted if you do not post on the discussion board in a timely manner. (e.g. posting your week one discussion question during week 2)
Course Ground Rules:

This course can be highly controversial and because of the subject matter everyone must respect another person’s opinion and beliefs.  Each person’s viewpoints are valuable.  Use only words or phrases that respect other persons; once words are written in cyberspace, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.  There will be no toleration for disrespect or inappropriate language.  If this behavior occurs it will result in a zero in the grading for online discussions.  

Participation is required and expected to communicate with your group members in a timely manner.  If you need to get in touch with the instructor please do it privately; do not use the discussion board for private conversation.  Use the assigned college or university e-mail address.

Observe the following course etiquette at all times:

Read and write carefully:

Pay attention to your words and those that each person uses. If you need

clarification, ask for it. 

 

Respect

Not everyone will have the same ideas. Each person’s viewpoints and research are valuable.

 

React kindly and fairly:

Use only words or phrases that respect other persons. Words written in cyberspace cannot be clarified with, “I didn’t mean it that way” or “just joking.”  Once words are posted, there is little possibility to undo any damages to feelings.

Guidelines for Communications

      Email:

· Use the Chaminade email account provided.

· Always include a subject line. 

· Remember without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some cases. 

· Use standard fonts. 

· Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. should be avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication. 

      Discussion Groups:

· Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. 

· Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic.

· Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group. Be respectful of other’s ideas. 

· Be patient and read the comments of others thoroughly before entering your remarks. 

· Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks. 

· Be positive and constructive in group discussions. 

· Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.

      Chat:

· Introduce yourself to the other learners in the chat session.

· Be polite. Choose your words carefully. Do not use derogatory statements.

· Be concise in responding to others in the chat session. 

· Be constructive in your comments and suggestions.

      Library:

 Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 

     Students With Disabilities:

 It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:    jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
      Technical Support:

For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.

        eCollege Account Support:

Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)


	Date
	  Course content
	Assignment(s) for next class

Handouts will be given at discretion of instructor.

	Week one: Oct. 6-12
	Read:

Leviticus in the Old Testament chapters 17-20

and

Deuteronomy chapter 21:10-14; 22:13-23:1; 24:1-5; 25:5-10

http://www.usccb.org/bible
(in case you don’t have a Bible)
	Discussion board questions



	Week two: Oct. 13-19
	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 1

Holy – Intro and chapter 1
	Discussion board questions

	Week three: Oct. 20-26
	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 2

Marriage –Chapter 1virtue? 
	Essay Assignment is due to the instructor by Oct. 27. Attach it to an email using the eCollege Mail.

 Written assignment: What is sacred about human life (from womb to tomb?)



	Week four: Oct. 27-Nov. 2
	Read:
Virtue – Chapter 3
Holy – Chapters 2 and 3
	Essay Assignment is due to the instructor by Nov. 3. Attach it to an email using the eCollege Mail.

(2)Written assignment – Select one of the biblical passages on page 34 for ‘azab and one of the passages on page 35/36 for the term dabaq. Did the reading help you to better understand relationships between men and women? If yes, how? If no, why not?  



	Week five: Nov. 3-9
	 Virtue – Chapter 4
Holy – Chapter 4
	Discussion board questions

	Week six: Nov. 10-16
	Holy – Chapters 5, 6, 7

Marriage – Chapter 2, 3, 4


	Essay Assignment is due to the instructor by Nov. 17. Attach it to an email using the eCollege Mail.

 (3) Written assignment: Explain in your own words how sex is sacramental and how it is a sign of God’s love. 

	Week 7: Nov. 17-23
	Virtue – Chapter 5
Holy – Chapter 8
	Essay Assignment is due to the instructor by Nov. 24. Attach it to an email using the eCollege Mail.

(4) Written assignment: How might a person’s moral development influence to what extent that one is capable of loving others? 


	Week 8: Nov. 24-30
	Read Humanae Vitae

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae_en.html

	Essay Assignment is due to the instructor by Dec. 1. Attach it to an email using the eCollege Mail.

Essay: Write 1-2 page reaction to Humanae Vitae. Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not? What stood out for you? Why? 



	Week 9: Dec. 1-7
	Virtue – Chapter 6
Holy – Chapter 9


	Discussion board 

	Week 10: 12/8
	Final Exam
	More information will be given




