Heresies and Heretics
Fall 2009
Course Syllabus

Course                                  
PH/RE 480
Day/Time/Place:
              
MWF 2:00-2:50 Henry H 104
Instructor:                               
Dr. Lilia Castle                               

Office Hours:



MWF 3:00-4:30 (or by an appointment)

Phone:



739-4628 off.

                                                    
E-mail: lcastle@chaminade.edu

Course description: 

This class aims to study the phenomenon of heresy by focusing on the development and definition of orthodoxy and heresy in Christianity.  A variety of “heretical” beliefs from early Christianity will be discussed as well as the connection between "heretical" forms of Christianity and various social and cultural phenomena. Students will be introduced to the philosophical foundation of heresies; discuss pro- and contra- of “heretic” views on the divine.

Teaching Goal:

· To develop an understanding of the complex history of Christianity; its rise in struggle with false ideas and movements; 
· To identify theological and philosophical basis for the emergence of heresies;
· To give a broad picture of the diversity of heretic ideas and movements;

· To discuss philosophical ideas and debates of that period of time;

· To give social and political background of “heretic” movements

Course Learning Outcomes:

Upon the completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:
· An understanding of the complex history of Christianity and its struggle for the purity of Christian ideas (PLO 2); 

· An understanding of the reasons for the appearance of heresies (PLO 2);

· knowledge of the major ‘heretic’ ideas and movements (PLO 2);

· An ability to analyze social and political conditions of medieval Europe in time of active “heretic” movements (PLO) 3).

· An understanding of the necessity of the religious tolerance for the future development of mankind (PLO 6).
Marianist Educational  Philosophy

The confirmation of Christianity as the basis of European culture is important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism.  From the very beginning until our days Christian church had to withstand the distractive forces from both inside and outside of it. 

Objectively, the difficulties of the preservation of the purity of faith are connected with the double nature of man; subjectively – they range from the lack of knowledge to aggressive negation of Christianity. 
This is why such Marianist value as education for formation in faith is essential for this course. The other important Marianist principles of this course includes education for adaptation and spirit as the heart of Christian Faith is love and  tolerance; the lack of which in the past centuries brought a lot of damage to Christian and non-Christian population of Europe. 

Course orientation is to teach students about the importance of service, justice and peace, which is , also, in the core of Marianist  philosophy of education.
Requirements:
1. There will be final exam, two graded presentations and a term-paper in this class. The theme of the term paper could coincide with the themes of the presentations. It will allow student to learn the chosen subject in-depth.

2. Other required activities include readings and active participation in class discussions, all of which will be assessed for the final grade. Students must be active participants in the course.
3. Students should be able to demonstrate intellectual curiosity and an ability to analyze material rather than merely memorize it. 
4. Requirements for the term-paper:
· 3-4 sources – internet, journals, magazines, books;

· Include the original source as an attachment;

· 5 pages, double spaced, 12 pt. 

· Works Cited Page; 

· Cover Page - Name, Class, Teacher, Time, Title.

· Introduction (1 page) includes the goal, the purposes of research and brief description of the sources used (what did you take from each of the sources (one paragraph for each source)

5. Attendance: class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. 

· Points will be deducted for unexcused absence: student with more than four unexcused absences will loose one letter grade; with more than two weeks absences they will have to drop the course.
· All students are advised to prepare short written summaries of each item read. Participation in class discussions includes thoughtful comments and/or thoughtful questions asked by a student
Course Assessment:

· Assessment of student performance in the course will include:  preparation, performance, writing and examination.

· Preparation will be assessed by means of attendance and participation in class activities (20%) .

· Presentations ( 30% total). have to be well prepared, and presented with energy and persuasiveness.

· Examination will be assessed by means of final exam (20%). Format will be fill the combination of short answers, “fill the blanks”, and multiple choice questions.
· Writing (term paper; 30%) will be evaluated according to its content, originality of students’ ideas and its organization according to the stated above requirements.

· Students seeking an ‘A’ have to participate in all class activities, discussions, not to miss due-dates for all the assignments and have perfect scores on presentations and final exam.  

Course Text: 

Ferguson, Everett (ed). Orthodoxy, Heresy, and Schism in Early Christianity. New York: Garland, 1993.
(Additional Handouts  will be provided)
Optional Course materials:

1. Chadwick, Henry. Heresy and Orthodoxy in the Early Church. Brookfield, VT: Variorum, 1991.
2. Bauer, Walter. Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest Christianity. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1971.
3. Brown, Harold O. J. Heresies: The Image of Christ in the Mirror of Heresy and Orthodoxy from the Apostles to the Present. Garden City, N.Y. Doubleday, 1984.
4. Frend, W. H. C. Saints and Sinners in the Early Church: Differing and Conflicting Traditions in the First Six Centuries. Wilmington, Del.: M. Glazier, 1985.
5. Robinson, Thomas. The Bauer Thesis Examined: The Geography of Heresy in the Early Christian Church. Lewiston, NY.: E. Mellen Press, 1988.
Internet resources: 

Catholic Encyclopedia http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/
The Story of the Church, Part 1, Topic 5: http://www.ritchies.net/p1wk5.htm 
Heresies, Controversies and Schisms in the Early Church, Part 1: http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Prairie/4577/heresipt1.html 
Heresies, Controversies, and Schisms in the early Church, part 2: http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Prairie/4577/heresipt2.html 
Christian Heresies: http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/bible/heresies.stm 
Great Christian Heresies: http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&ie=ISO-8859-1&q=christian+heresies 
Heresies and Schisms in early Christianity: http://www.sundayschoolcourses.com/heresy/ 
Course Grading:

10%-Individual presentation. Student will use the original source related to the topics discussed in the class and will make a brief (5-10 minute) presentation 

20%- Group presentation in the form of a dialogue –two students will have to explain the arguments used by both sides in the debates over (a) Gnosticism, (b) Aryanism, or (c) Cathars. They will have to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments on both sides.

30% - term paper

20%- Attendance and participation 

20%- final exam      


 

90-100  A
         

80-89

 B
         
70-79

 C                  

60-69

  D
        

Below 60           F                 


COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1 

Aug. 24-26-28
· Orthodoxy and heresy. “Sect” and “Schism”.

· Word became flesh: dualism as the source of heresy.
Week 2                       

Aug.31-Sept.2-4 

· The beginning and the legalization of Christianity. 

· The great councils.   

· Issues in earliest Christianity. Martyrdom
Week 3     Sept.7 – No classes;  Sept.9-11
· Heresies inside of the church: dogmatic and “disciplinary” schisms: 

· Typology of the medieval heresies: Gnosticism and “internal heresies “.

Week 4

Sept.14-16-18 

· Gnosticism of antiquity. Gnostic heresies: 

· Marcion.  Manicheans.

Week 5

Sept.21-23-25
· Valentinus & Basilides: Two Early Christian Theologians. 
· The Valentinian Church

·  Aryanism
Week 6
Sept.28-30-Oct.2
· Monophelitism

· Monophisitism.

· Iconoclasm.

Week 7
Oct.5-7-9                       
Students’ presentations 1.
Week 8     
Oct. 12 – no class ; Oct.14-16

·  Renaissance

· Reformation

Week 9       

Oct.19-21-23

Week 10

Oct.26-28-30

· Hermetism. 
·    Alchemy. 

Week 11

Nov.2-4-6

· Counter-reformation
· Witch Hunt
Week 12                        Nov.11 – no class

Nov. 9&13

Week 13
Nov.16-18-20.
Research paper due
· East-West split History of Eastern Orthodoxy

·  Doctrine and practice
· Modern Theology". Christianity and science.

· Discussion

Week 14                         Nov.26- no class
Nov.23-25                          

· Students’ presentations 2: Modern heresies:

Week 15
Nov.30-Dec.2-4
· Witch Hunt

· Review for Final Exam  

Final Exam  -Dec.7
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