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CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

FALL INTERIM SESSION

Sept. 16 – Oct. 2, 2009
Kaneohe MCBH CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE/ENV 431: Environmental Ethics
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.
TIME: M/W/F 5:30-9:40PM;Sat.10-2:10PM
PHONE:     676-1452

E-MAIL:  mwong2@chaminade.edu

TEXTS:                       *Kinsley, David: Ecology and Religion, Prentice-Hall, 1995.

*Easton, Thomas and Theodore Goldfarb: Taking Sides:  Clashing Views 


On Controversial Environmental Issues, McGraw-Hill, 2007.
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The course examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field of environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic and Asian ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies.  This course fulfills the interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES {PLO}

Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate:

· an understanding of Catholic environmental theology, its historical development and views on ecology, environmental ethics and ecological spirituality, referencing broader Christian and human traditions; (PLO 1.b)

· an understanding of the application of values found in the religious traditions under study with regard to real world situations of environmental need and service to the planetary life systems; (PLO 2.b)

· an awareness of the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions as they try to live responsibly within this region’s fragile ecological systems. (PLO 3.a; Service Learning Objective);

· how religions and cultures interact with each other, affecting values, beliefs and creative responses to the contemporary ecological crises. (PLO 3.b)

· an understanding of the distinctive role of the gospel and Catholic Social Thought  in both affirming and challenging cultural ecological values and assumptions. (PLO 3.c; Service Learning Objective)

· a critical understanding of and appreciation for the varied positions of Christianity and other major world religions on environmental ethics and spirituality. (PLO 1.a)

· an understanding of the application of Christian faith and imagination to the ecological spirituality. (PLO 1.c)

· a reflective engagement with course content so as to encourage personal growth and adaptation in creating new environmentally responsible lifestyles. (PLO 2.a; Service Learning Objective)

· an understanding of the Marianist tradition of education for service and responsible participation in the public sphere, particularly in the advocacy of environmental justice and peace. (PLO 2.c; Service Learning Objective)

· a capacity to articulate the fundamental questions of ultimate meaning as seen from the perspectives of ecology and environmental spirituality that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives. (PLO 2.d; Service Learning Objective)

· an understanding of morality and ethics, the methods of moral decision making, and the specific applications of environmental ethics and spirituality. (PLO 2.e)

Students will also be able to:

· demonstrate an understanding of morality and ethics and how they impact ecology and environmental issues;
· develop and apply a model for moral decision-making; 
· compare and contrast ways that the world’s religions are engaging the environmental crisis and how that engagement is changing them and their practitioners;
· demonstrate an understanding of the potentials for religious traditions to contribute to the solutions for the moral dilemmas created by the contemporary environmental crisis;
· demonstrate a personal commitment to life-enhancing action.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student work will be evaluated for:

*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities

*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES: MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AND DIVERSITY 

Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
2. The second major organizational theme is diversity and the complex issues that are associated with theory and practice of criminology and criminal justice within diverse, multi-ethnic and multi-religious communities.

Two explicit objectives arise from these organizational themes:

1. The students will incorporate into their presentations and final project an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course and their personal philosophy and practice within the field of environmental studies and ethics. See the Characteristics of Marianist Universities at http://intra.chaminade.edu/admin/CMU.pdf
2. The Final exam contains one question on the Marianist educational characteristics and one question on the meaning and effects of diversity in the theory and practice of environmental stewardship. 
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     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.  If you arrive late to class, or leave early without informing the instructor on the reasons, you will lose attendance points.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.

*CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







20%

Class Participation:






10%

Current Events Paper






10%




Environmental Service Paper





15%

Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







 05%

Midterm Project 





15%

Final:







           
15% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
ASSIGNMENTS

*Homework:  Each class you are requested to research the topic for the next class’ discussion, and submit over your readings, a paragraph of your own stance or opinions on the subject matter.  Content is to include:

1) general knowledge of the environmental and moral issue;

2) personal commentary on the impact of the topic on social, environmental and ethical issues cross-culturally and globally;

3) three recommendations or proposals to solve the problems personally, locally and globally 

Note: even though subject-content field trips may change and not match up with the readings on occasion, continue reading as scheduled. 
*Current Events Paper: You are required to write one paper based on a current topic extensively addressed in a reputable print media. The selection and your paper should address some aspect of environmental ethics. Write a three-four page paper briefly summarizing the main arguments of the article, how this article addresses environmental ethics, a brief discussion of the relevant ethical theory, and your take on the author’s position. Fourth, it should be clear from your discussion whether you agree or disagree with the author and his/her treatment of the environmental issue and its ethical implications. Fifth, you must hand in a copy of the article with your paper. Other publications that might have in-depth articles of interest include the Washington Post, Los Angeles Times,New Yorker, Atlantic Monthly, The Economist, The Republic, etc. 

*Quizzes:  Short review quizzes over vocabulary and content.
*Midterm Research Project:  The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.  Students will choose a research topic on the problems and issues of environmental ethical practices relating to human health and sustainability in society.  The content of this report should include, but not be limited to:
1) the personal reasons of choosing this topic for research
2) the significance of this topic to environmental issues
3) objective data (research) on the topic
4) a dish/food to share relating to the research

5) foundations for your ethical position

6) recommendations for future action

7) bibliography page 

Topic suggestions:
     1)  Methods and Mechanisms for Genetic Manipulation of Plants
     2)  Unintended Effects from Breeding

     3)  Adverse Impacts of Food on Human Health:  Toxicity,

          Nutritional Deficiency, and Allergenicity

     4)  Dangers of Farm Raised

     5)  Methods and Mechanisms of Genetic Manipulation and 

          Cloning of Animals

     6)  Raw vs. Cooked or Processed

     7)  Natural or Unnatural:  The Economical Choice

     8)  Ethics of Natural and Unnatural Foods

     9)  Religions and the Influence on Food Choices

*Environmental Service Paper:  To foster the Marianist tradition of education for service and responsible participation in the public sphere, particularly in the advocacy of environmental justice and peace, students are to participate in one out-of-class environmental service project  e.g. beach or stream clean-up; environmental meeting; restoration project; etc.  A 3 page paper describing the event and what they gained out of their contribution is due by the end of the term.

                                                                                      
“Creation is a gift of God that must be protected, 

used responsibly and shared equitably.”  –Pope John Paul II

W.Sept. 16 

Introduction: Environment in World History; Sustainability; Catholic 




Environmental Theology

Class work: Develop an understanding of the range and inter-connectedness of social and environmental questions, issues and problems that faced the world historically, and those present today. 

Homework Question:  Is Sustainable Development Compatible with Human Welfare?  E.g.  Ho’opili vs. Aloun Farms; Rail
F.Sept. 18

Gaia Theory; Global Warming and Climate Change; Deep Ecology

Class work:  Explore Deep ecology in view of the Earth’s climatic system, and the rights, duties and obligations of moral responsibility. 



Hmwk ?:  Can Pollution Rights Trading Effectively Control Environmental



Problems?  E.g.  Carbon Footprints and Pollution Credits
Sat.Sept. 19

BiodiversityCulture and Religion; Creation Spirituality

Class:  Fieldtrip



Hmwk:  Reflection paper on experience



*Current Events Papers due next week

M.Sept. 21

Media Literacy; Bioengineering and Environmental Concerns
Class work:  Understand the use of the media in addressing environmental concerns. E.g. Estrogen in Water; Agent Orange and Roundup.  *Presentation of Current Events Papers.



Hmwk:  Prepare for Midterm

W.Sept.23

Midterm




Class work:  Research Project Presentations

Hmwk ?:  Do we have a responsibility to be good stewards over the Earth? 
F.Sept. 25

Global Occupational Health; Ecological Spirituality; Corporate Ethics
                        Class Fieldtrip 6:30PM 




Bodhi Tree Meditation Center    654 Judd St., Honolulu



Hmwk ?:  What Role, If Any, Does Religion and Especially Religious 




Ideas, Play in Environmental Ethics?

Sat.Sept.26

Science, Ethics and the Future of the Planet
Class work:  What are the strengths and weaknesses of holistic versus individualistic environmental ethics? 



Hmwk:  Music and Art Sharing
M.Sept.28

Inter-being; Music and Art expressing our Interconnectedness



Class work:  Exploring inter-being and the aesthetic side of environmental




awareness towards global harmony and sustainability. 




Hmwk ?:  Will future generations “miss” what we have “taken from them”?
 


E.g.  How could they if they will never know what they have “lost”?

W.Sept.30

Simple living; Voluntary Poverty; Toward a Pragmatic and Visionary



Environmental Ethics



Hmwk:  Prepare for Final Exam

Oct.2 


Final Exam

*Note: Syllabus subject to change.  

GREEN EVENTS:

Friday, Sept. 18:  7PM.  Pecha Kucha
Pecha Kucha Night, devised by Astrid Klein and Mark Dytham (Klein Dytham architecture), was conceived in 2003 as a place for young designers to meet, network, and show their work in public.  Pecha Kucha (which is Japanese for the sound of conversation) has tapped into a demand for a forum in which creative work can be easily and informally shown, without having to rent a gallery or chat up a magazine editor. This is a† demand that seems to be global – as Pecha Kucha Night, without any pushing, has spread virally to over 100 cities across the world. A graphic design/architect/art meet-n-greet.  People present 20 images for 20 seconds each of their projects.  Pecha-kucha.org/cities/Honolulu.  Academy Art Center, 1111 Victoria St..  532-8741
	Saturday, Sept. 19
a.  8:30AM-12:30PM Na Pohaku ‘O Hauwahine.  Help restore the ethno-botanical and cultural features of this historical state park.  Meet at the Kapa’a Quarry road.  593-0112

b.  8AM-3PM.  OISC Service Trip.  Bring long pants, sturdy shoes, rain jacket, lunch, bug repellent, sunscreen and lots of water.  Help recreate a native Hawaiian dry forest with Ka’ala Farms, Inc.  Meet at Church of the Crossroads parking lot.  RSVP 286-4616 or email:  oisc@hawaii.edu
c.  8:30AM-11:30AM.  Pouhala Marsh Clean-Up.  Hawai’I Nature Center, Honolulu. 2131 Makiki Heights Dr.  Remove pickleweed and other alien flora.  Gloves, water, hat, sunscreen, change of clothes and towel are recommended.  Close footwear and long pants are required.  955-0100
d.  8:30AM.  Sierra Club at the Campbell Wildlife Refuge in Kahuku for the Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup.  235-5431; 946-5712
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Saturday, Sept. 26
a.  Na Ala Hele Trails and Access O’ahu.  Tend native Hawaiian plants, weed, clear brush, paint bridges and lay gravel.  Makiki Valley forest; water, gloves and tools provided.  Wear long pants, long-sleeved shirt, shoes or boots with good traction, and insect repellent; bring lunch.  Meet at Makiki Forestry Gase Yard, above Hawai’I Nature Center.  973-9782

Visit:  http://hawaii.gov/health/

And check out their:  Healthy Hawaii Tools for Living “Quizzes”

http://www.healthyhawaii.com/tools/tools/tools.htm
*fruits and vegetables           *health check calculators

Thursday Evenings at Hanauma Bay: Hanauma Bay Theater, 6:30 p.m. Parking is free after 5:30 p.m. All events are free and open to the public. For more information call 397-5840.

	Thursday, 
September 17

	Educational Film
	"Blue Planet: Coasts" 
	A film produced by the BBC

	Thursday, 
September 24
	Educational Film
	"Conserving America: The Challenge on the Coast"
	A film produced by PBS


 Bishop Museum:  The Sky Tonight
When: On the first and third Fridays of each month from 8:00 p.m.

Tickets: $6 for adults, $4 for ages 4-12. Reservations recommended.

Admission is free for Bishop Museum members and members of the Hawaiian Astronomical Society. Bishop Museum members: please have your membership number ready when you call.

For Reservations: Call 848-4168. 
Telescope viewing is offered after the program depending upon weather conditions that evening.

The Sky Tonight is hosted by Barry Peckham, the vice-president of the Hawaiian Astronomical Society.

Important note: Please arrive by 7:45 p.m. There is no late seating for this program, since the show is performed in an extremely dark room!
  COURSE OVERVIEW





WEEKLY OVERVIEW





ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS











“Fake food -- I mean those patented substances chemically flavored


and mechanically bulked out to kill the appetite and deceive the gut – is unnatural, almost immoral, a bane to good eating and � HYPERLINK "http://www.foodreference.com/html/qgoodcooking.html" �good cooking�.”  


-Julia Child (1912-2004)





“Many scientists now feel that these “plastic” unnatural foods have created a form


of chemically aided neurophysiological degeneration and may be directly responsible for the increase in crime, obesity, asthma, hyperactivity and learning disabilities 


in children.”  


-Frankenfoods
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