[image: Go to fullsize image]CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
FALL AUP SESSION
 OCTOBER 5 – DECEMBER 7, 2009
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE103: World Religions	INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.
TIME:         Mon.  5:30PM-9:40PM (hybrid)	PHONE:	      676-1452
E-MAIL:     *Use instructor email in eCollege; mwong2@chaminade.edu
OFFICE:     Online; or by appointment
TEXTBOOK:	Molloy, Michael.  2008, EXPERIENCING THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS:  
Tradition, Challenge, and Change, IVTH edition,  
Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing Co.

 (
COURSE OVERVIEW
 
)


Description
     This course provides an introduction to the historical, philosophical and spiritual foundations of the major religious traditions of the world-- Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The course will examine the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, the historical development of their communities and institutions, and their current status in the world.  Using an experiential approach, and the classroom as a sacred space for personal spiritual growth, this course also endeavors to create a more universal understanding and appreciation of one's own tradition amidst this great cultural variety, in order to foster a more harmonious global community. 

Specific Course Requirements
     This course is a hybrid, utilizing eCollege instructional platform and Internet resources, as well as in-class instruction.  Students are required to be present in the classroom on days assigned.  During other weeks, eCollege will be used and is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.   Students must be familiar with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint as a minimum requirement.  

Course Website address:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com 

Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.

eCollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.

Library:  Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 
 
Student Learning Outcomes Linked to Program Learning Outcomes (PLO)
Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:
· knowledge of the origins of different religious traditions,  their historical development and their relationship with Christianity (PLO  2).
· knowledge of the central concepts of the major world religions  and an ability to compare their central ideas  with the ideas of Christian tradition (PLO2). 
· an understanding of the sacred sense of religious myth and religious ritual in all religious traditions. (PLO 6).
· an ability to analyze the impact of religions on moral and social life of different nations and compare it with the Christian tradition (PLO3).
· an understanding of the central role religions play in the formation and transmission of cultures (PLO 5).
· an understanding of the necessity of the religious tolerance for the future development of mankind (PLO 6).

Students will also be able to:
· correlate and contrast their own beliefs, feelings and attitudes towards different religious perspectives;
· understand the interconnectedness of the global community and the way various religions have arisen to meet the particular needs of society at particular times in history;  
· recognize and understand the important elements of the major religions: their myths, symbols, rituals, doctrines, moral codes and artistic expression;
· understand the influences different religions have on various contemporary issues;
· appreciate more their own religious backgrounds and that of the Chaminade community.

Learning Outcome Assessment
All student work will be evaluated for:
· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,
videos, research, outside class activities
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
· thoroughness of answers in reflective and research assignments

Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
The confirmation of the religious roots of culture is an important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is at the heart of the culture of every nation. It is an important factor in the shaping of history, nations, and societies. The studies of the different aspects of world religions as well as the teaching methods of this course are organized in accordance with the following ideas of Marianist educational philosophy:
· Educate for formation in faith
     The methods utilized in teaching the course intend to help students find personal significance through the course content. The development of one’s being and spiritual self, the increase of the divine in one’s nature, and the presence of this idea in world religions increases the validity of faith for students. 
     From the recognition of mythological and early religious symbols, students are guided to ascend towards the symbolism of life and ultimately towards the Transcendent.
· Provide for an integral quality education
     The content of the course opens awareness to the plurality of religious traditions; teaches students to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views.
     Religion occupies the fundamental place in every culture thus being integral by its very definition. This is why the important objective of this course is to study how the central ideas of world religions were/are expressed in art, literature and various aspects of political and social life 

· Educate for family spirit
     The developing through the course the understanding of religion as a unity of persons with each other and all people within the Transcendent, intends to build the awareness of the necessity of faith as an instrument for the achievement of such a unity.
· Educate for service, justice and peace
     Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. One of the goals of the course is to examine from both a theoretical and personal point of view the values people have in relation to justice in our global era.                                 
     Students will learn about the emergence, the articulation, the transformation, and the structure of values, with reference to the possibility of their realization through justice. 
· Educate for adaptation and change
     This course will help students to understand how important it is in our time to recognize the existence of both similarities and differences among human forms of life as well as their socio-political environments. In order to adjust to the fluidity of life it is important for students to learn from this course about permanence and change of human values in different cultures, their competition for dominance, their circulation and dissemination. 

 (
ACADEMIC 
REQUIREMENTS
)


Grading
Letter grades are given in all courses except those taken on a credit/no credit basis. Grades are calculated from the student’s regular class attendance, daily work, class participation, projects, quizzes, tests, papers, reports, and the final examination. They are interpreted as follows. 
A 	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. 
B 	Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner. 
C 	Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter. 
D 	Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite 	course work. 
F 	Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given. 
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Categories:		 						Weighting:								15%
Attendance/Participation:						20%
Reflection Papers:							30%			
Homework:								10%
Quizzes:								10%
Midterm Project:							15%
Final:								           	15% 
100
90-100:  A	80-89:  B	70-79:  C	60-69:  D	59 and below:  

Extra credit:  Events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.  
Extra-Credit Service Learning Paper:   Up to 45 points can be earned (3 points/1 hour) of community service rendered.  Submit a page detailing 1.  Description of community service (include place, date, number of hours, sponsoring organization, activity performed) along with your personal reflection over the experience (what you learned from it, etc.).  
Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or  comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances (see Incomplete Grades).

Assignments

Regular Participation:   
This course is organized into 10 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3.5 hours per week exploring and examining, reflecting over class content. This includes internet sites and related materials, reading the textbook and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing assignments.
· Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in class and in online learning experiences.
· Online Quantitative Participation:    Weekly participation is expected.  The criteria for online participation is quantitatively assessed as follows:
	1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or questions;	
2.  Posting a comment, observation or question in response to the contribution 		     of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates have
     posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  
		4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.
· Online Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:
		1.  supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited 			     	     references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other credible 			     resources. 
		2.  utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.
		3.  using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new 		     	     insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the 			     subject.  
· Class Fieldtrips:  Aside from information given in class, if further instructions on how to get to off-campus sites are needed, it is the student’s responsibility to check out road maps, mapquest etc. in advance of the meeting time.  And, to arrive punctually.  
· Unexcused Absences; Leaving Class Early/Arriving Late:  Communication with the instructor is important.  Grades will be affected without proper excuse.

[bookmark: preparation]Homework:  To be adequately prepared for each class, you should:
· complete the reading; 
· answer the discussion question; 
· note any questions that you have and/or any issues that you find particularly intriguing or confusing from the reading.  

Reflection Papers:  1 1/2  page double-spaced typed papers; 10-12 font only.  MLA standard.  1 ½ inch margins.  Content:  blend of personal commentary and critical analysis over the field trip-- observations, comparisons, feelings, learnings, etc.   Not a synoptic report.   To be submitted via eCollege dropbox.
 
Quizzes:  Short review quizzes online, over vocabulary and content.

Midterm Research Project:  In class- Show and Tell.  What may have contributed to whom you have become, who you are?  Research the influence of religion through your family history; trace back where your ethnic roots are from, and the possible religious influences of the culture then.  Explore a legend or folktale from that period.  Bring in stories, symbols, arts, music, a dish to share, etc. associated with your history.  

Final:	In class- Oral Presentation.  Reflecting over the different religions studied, create a single art piece (collage, 3-D, drawing, writing, music composition, etc.) that expresses symbols of, your insights into, or what you gleamed from each.  At one point in your creation, highlight your personal synthesis of what you have gained out of the study of the different world traditions.  This may be in light of your own religious path, or philosophy of life.

 (
ONLINE COURSE ACTIVITIES
)



Online, our course week extends from Monday through Sunday.  Each Monday, the supplementary resources for the upcoming week (if applicable) is posted in the “Course Content” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:
  
	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted; second response to posts due. 

	Monday to Thursday
	Students post first responses to the discussion. 

	Friday and Saturday 
	Quizzes to be completed. Students post comments/responses to other’s discussions.

	Monday (midnight) 
	Papers due.  (All other assignments for the week are due on dates specified below.)

	Saturday (four days later)   
	Graded assignments (papers, projects) are scored and returned.



Where to Post:
· Questions:  Any questions that you may have of general interest, e.g. regarding the syllabus, assignments, texts, etc. should be posted under “Questions” found under each Unit.
· Teacher’s Email/Office:  Any matters you may have for the instructor,use the email link.
· Discussions:  Your response to each week’s discussion is to be posted under the number of the week.  For example:  “Week One;” “Week Two,” etc.
· Response to Discussions:  By hitting the “Reply” button, you can respond to the threaded Discussion for the week. 
· Papers:  Submit in “Dropbox” under Week due 

Guidelines for Communications
· Email:
· Maintain your student email box.  Delete what is no longer necessary so that the box does not become overfull, thus obstructing the postmaster’s delivery.
· Use the Chaminade email account provided.
· Always include a subject line. 
· Remember, without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong way. 
· Use standard fonts. 
· Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. should be avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication. 
· Discussion Groups:
· Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. 
· Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic.
· Be respectful of other’s ideas. 
· Be patient and read the comments of others thoroughly before entering your remarks. 
· Be positive and constructive in group discussions. 
· Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.
· Chat:
· Introduce yourself to the other learners in the chat session.
· Be polite. Choose your words carefully. Do not use derogatory statements.
· Be concise in responding to others in the chat session. 
· Be constructive in your comments and suggestions.

 (
SYLLABUS
)


October 5               	Introduction to World Religions
			Homework:  Read Chapt 1:  Understanding World Religions
			Short Answer.  Post your answer by Oct. 12th to one of the following:
a. The author offers a number of examples of the pleasures and rewards of the study of religions.  Which ones appeal to you now and why?
b. Symbols found in religions often have a universal quality.  Reflect on your religious experiences.  Think of three symbols typically thought of as religious and explain the meanings which are associated with them.
c. Explain the difference between transcendent and immanent notions of sacredness.  What emphases might we expect in a religion that acknowledges a transcendent god or gods?  What emphases might we expect in a religion that emphasizes sacredness that is immanent?
			Viewings:  	October 10th, OC16 (Oceanic Cable 16), 9PM- 
					Biography of Damien of Molokai
					October 10th, EWTN (Channel 408), 10PM-
					Canonization of Bl. Damien of Molokai (live from Rome)
					October 11th, EWTN, 7:30AM – Canonization replay
					October 11th, OC16, 1PM- Biography replay
					October 11th, OC16, 2PM- Canonization replay
			Reflection Paper #1:  due Oct. 18th (in dropbox)
					Follow the pilgrimage of the patients of Molokai and the 
					faithful of the Roman Catholic diocese of Honolulu, in 
					Belgium and Rome.  At the end of their journey, write a 
					reflection paper on your personal views and insights into 									
					the sacred and worldwide experience.  
October 12		Christianity:  Canonization of Bl. Damien of Molokai 
			Online Class:  Respond to and engage in the Discussion posts.
			Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 9:  Christianity
			Short Answer.  Bring in to class next week your answer to one of the 	following:
a. In the first part of the chapter, Jesus is described as a Jew, a social activist, etc.  How would you describe Jesus?  Support your stance with a few points.
b. Early Christianity went through a lot in its growth.  Imagine yourself living in those times.  Share what drives you to follow the faith from the stance of one of the following:  Paul, early Christians, Augustine, Benedict, Orthodox Church, Crusaders, or another of your choice.
c. When we look at the Protestant Reformation, we can see that the Roman Church was perhaps in more need of reform than the Eastern Church was.  Presently, some say the Roman Church is undergoing another internal reform.  Share a few of your own observations of why/why not you may feel this is true/not.
			Reflection Paper #1:  Submit in dropbox by Oct. 18th.

October 19		Christianity; Judaism cont.
			Class:  In-class Discussion on Christianity and Judaism
			Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 10:  Islam
			Short Answer.  Post your answer by Oct. 26 to one of the following:
a. Our society is often characterized by its quest for newness and change.  This is seen in the latest fashions, furnishings, autos, what’s on our ipods.  Contrast this with some of the fundamental features of Islamic culture—the repetition of daily prayer, frequent hearing of the words of the Qu’ran, and how the repetitions is comforting to hearers.  What in your own life is repetitious yet meaningful?  How might our culture promote such through advertisements, etc.?
b. Do a little research and compare and contrast passages in the Qu’ran that seem to cast women in a submissive role to passages in the New Testament.  Eg. (1Cor. 14:34-35; Eph. 5:21-27; 1Tim. 2:11-14).
c. Examine the life and thought of one of the Sufis, such as Rabia or Rumi, or one of the great poets—Omar Khayyan, Jafiz, Jami.  Share one of their thoughts or poems that resonates with you.  Share why.

October 26		Islam
			Online Class:  Respond to and engage in the Discussion posts.
			Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 3:  Hinduism
			Take Online Quiz 1:  Chapt. 1, 9, 10

November 2		Hinduism
			Class:  Meet at:  ISKCON Center, 6:00PM
			51 Coelho Way, Honolulu 96817  (Nuuanu)
			Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 4  Buddhism
			Reflection Paper #2 due Nov. 9 in Dropbox.

November 9		Midterm
			Class:  In-class presentation.
			Hmwk:  Read 	Chapt. 4:  Buddhism

November 16		Buddhism
			Class:  Meet at:  Kagyu Thechen Ling – 7:15PM
			26 Gartley St., Nuuanu		
			Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 6:  Taoism and Confucianism
			Reflection Paper #3 due Nov. 23 in Dropbox.
			Answer one of the following:
a. Give three examples of ways Confucian virtues may be at odds with typical Western virtues.
b. The Confucian virtue of li attends to propriety and ritual.  Think of the ways the social intercourse of daily may be ritualized, e.g. in the ways cultures greet each other (intent, word, gesture).  Reflect and share on a ritual of importance to you.  Explore the value of it, and its clear definition of impartation, versus the Taoist approach of freedom and spontaneity.  Which do you prefer and why?  
c. Taoist influences can be seen in the arts, landscaping, filmmaking, etc.  Identify and describe a few influences that you can see in our modern world today.
	
November 23		Confucianism and Taoism
			Online Class:  Respond to and engage in the Discussion posts.
			Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 11  Alternative Paths
			Answer one of the following:
a. Investigate the elements causing some religious movements to become a danger to either society or their followers.
b. Identify four elements that are frequently found in new religious movements and explain how each element appears to satisfy contemporary needs.
c. If you were to create a new religion, what would be some of the most important elements? (e.g. dress code? Rituals?  Symbols?  Tenets of belief?, etc.)  Share your reasons.

November 30		Alternative Religions
			Online Class:  Respond to and engage in the Discussion posts.
			Hmwk:  Prepare for Final
			
December 7		Final Exam
			Class:  In-class final exam.
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*Note: Syllabus subject to change

 (
POLICIES
)


Deadlines:  Students are expected assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Late or make-up assignments will not be accepted by the instructor, except under extraordinary documented circumstances, such as military deployment or serious illness.   
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval. 
Requests for special accommodations require confirmation from the University Counseling 
Office:  ADA Accommodations (808) 735-4845

Students With Disabilities:  It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:  jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
Withdrawals:  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  The student must obtain written permission from the Instructor to re-enroll in a class from which a student has been withdrawn.   Only when a student presents written evidence (such as a military order, physician's statement or other reasonable justification), will a request for post-deadline withdrawal be approved.  Withdrawal forms may be obtained from the Accelerated Programs office or a Chaminade Program Coordinator at various military bases.
Incomplete Grades:  Incomplete grades will not be issued except in extraordinary circumstances, i.e., military deployment, medical or other emergency.  In no case will an Incomplete grade be assigned unless the majority of work has been completed to the satisfaction of the Instructor.  Should an extraordinary circumstance arise which will or may prevent the completion of required course work, contact the instructor immediately. 
 (
MUTUAL RESPECT AND CONSIDERATION
)

 

As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.





9

image1.jpeg




