CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
REL 308 CHRISTIAN ETHICS
Fall Evening Session, 2009 Pearl Harbor 
Friday Evenings 1730-2140
Instructor: Dr. Achilles. S.C. Gacis, MA, M.Div. Ph.D. 
E-mail: achilles.gacis@adjunct.chaminade.edu  TEL: 808-539-9376
COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Examines the ethical implications of the Christian faith for the individual and the community.
COURSE OVERVIEW: This course is designed to provide the student with an opportunity to examine ethical issues which the Christian community encounters. The framework for ethical reflection that the student will develop will be based on relevant Biblical and theological perspectives that Christianity brings to the debate on these ethical issues along with the methodologies that bring about communal impact and impression within the context of the Christian community.
COURSE GOALS/LEARNING OBJECTIVES:   
The student will exam and learn about the ethical issues which the Christian community encounters. Upon completion of the course the student should be able to discuss, articulate, and know about key issues that the Christian community encounters involving issues that affect the modern world.
REQUIRED TEXT: Christian Ethics: Options and Issues. Norman L. Geisler. Baker Academic Publishing.
CLASS PROJECTS:	1. Maintain a Journal on any issue relevant to our coursework. The subject must be focused and consistent throughout your compilations and entries. A minimum of ten (10) entries are required. Paste the article on the facing page, then give your written personal reflections on the opposite page. Entries on weekly discussions/class work will be submitted as well. (25 pts.)
	2. Summarize chapter readings and turn in weekly for class discussion/participation credit. (25 pts)
3. Give a class presentation at the end of the course on a chosen ethical issue. A written outline of the presentation will be given to the instructor just prior to giving the oral presentation. The presentation should include a Christian ethical framework, the identification of the issue and how it relates to the Christian community, and possible solutions. (25 pts)
4.  A final Major Term Paper on a topic of interest to the student. The theme and subject will be the same as the verbal presentation and will be due on the last day of class. The length should be between 10 and fifteen pages. Format may be MLA or APA.  Extensions are highly discouraged except for the most severe of circumstances to be discussed with instructor preferably prior to the circumstance.(25 pts)
Details for all four class projects will be discussed in class.
GRADING: (Letter grades are given in all courses except those taken on a credit/no credit basis.) Grades are calculated from the student’s weekly work/class participation, term paper, journal reports, and the final presentation. They are interpreted as follows. 
A Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. 
B Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner. 
C Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter. 
D Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. 
F Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given. 

A= 90-100
B=80-89
C=70-79
D=60-69
F= 59 and below.
NOTES:









~Course Outline~
REL 308 CHRISTIAN ETHICS
Fall Evening Session, 2009 Pearl Harbor 
Friday Evenings 1730-2140
Oct.	09 	Introduction/syllabus/ guidelines.
	16	Abortion - p. 135 (Chapter Summary and Class Discussion) 
Journal entry:  All the Options, p. 17 
	23	Euthanasia - p. 157(Chapter Summary and Class Discussion)
		Journal entry:  Antinomianism, p. 29
	30	Biomedical Issues - p. 173 (Chapter Summary and Class Discussion)
		Journal entry:  Situationism, p. 43
Nov.	06	Capital Punishment - p. 193 (Chapter Summary and Class Discussion)
		Journal entry:  Generalism, p. 63
	13	War - p. 215 (Chapter Summary and Class Discussion)
		Journal entry:  Unqualified Absolutism, p. 79
	20	Civil Disobedience - p. 239 (Chapter Summary and Class Discussion)
		Journal entry:  Conflicting Absolutism, p. 97
27	Homosexuality - p. 257, Marriage and Divorce – p. 277 (Chapter Summary and Class Discussion)
		Journal entry:  Graded Absolutism, p. 113
Dec. 	04	Ecology – p. 293 (Chapter Summary and Class Discussion)
		Journal entry:  Final concluding thoughts and reflective critical inquiry.
	11	+PRESENTATIONS, JOURNALS, AND PAPERS DUE+

Course content subject to change with ample notice given to students.
