CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
PAR 210 Fundamentals of Theatre
Fall Evening Online
Oct. 5 - Dec. 17, 2009
Instructor: Dr. Achilles S.C. Gacis, Ph.D., SAG(Screen Actors Guild)
Contact Information: achilles.gacis@adjunct.chaminade.edu Telephone: (808)539-9376
Please use the CUH internal email for communications on course related issues and questions
Catalog Description: The student will prepare for the academic study of theatre. Students will be introduced into thematic and historical data on the development and execution of theatre. This course satisfies the Fine Arts general education
requirement. Offered annually.
Required Textbook:  Wilson, The Theatre Experience, 11e, McGraw-Hill Companies, 2009. 
Course Description: 
Designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of theatre fundamentals from the perspective of active and integrative sources.  Students will explore the theory and practice of theatre fundamentals and develop the knowledge and skills for appreciation the development of the overall theatre experience.
Within the broad outline of the catalog description the student will engage their own understanding of the theatrical experience with actors, singers, writers, directors, stage technicians, historians, classical thespians, and critics as we explore how we can enjoy more meaningful participation in the understanding of the theatrical experience. Underlying this quest are the rich areas of study that incorporate the multi- faceted world of theatre. 
The course is designed as being both reading intensive and intellectually stimulating in terms of work to be done. Each chapter has a selection of post chapter exams that are found on the website after the readings are done. You will be required to read the entire section pertinent to the exam question(s) chosen. The way to and through those exam questions of our exposure to the theatrical experience is by thoughtful and attentive reading; listening to what the author and video interviews have to say, reading and sorting out their meaning, setting down what you have read, interpreted, and thought about in clear and thoughtful prose in your essay question response(s) as well as to the other variety of questions per chapter chosen (Multiple choice, True/ False, etc.).
Course Goals/Learning Objectives: 
The student will exam and learn about the fundamental elements of theater – the audience, the director, the lighting, historical perspectives, cultural ramifications, global cross-currents, dynamics of drama, life in the theater, and modern influences and applications. 
Course Procedures/Tips:  
This will be your course website with access to all of your exams. It will be activated and accessible to you when the online semester begins.
http://drachilles2.pageout.net
Copy and paste this URL onto your address bar for easy access and viewing. 
Look over the website and familiarize yourself with the navigation process. Set up a schedule that works well for you. You’ll need time for the readings and then the exams. Two chapters per week are recommended, but keep in mind there will be the last week when only one chapter is due. This is due to the ten-week course we are limited to so it is combined with the final exam/study period. Upon completion of each chapter and its subsequent exam, you will submit your work according to the instructions at the bottom of each exam page on the course website. 
At the end of the course there will be proctored test given on the main campus of Chaminade University at hours determined and announced in advance.  The test will be essay in nature with four topics to be addressed (from general topics based on the text).
Proctored Final Examinations:  
When extraordinary circumstances prevent a student from taking a final examination on the scheduled date, a proctored final examination may be administered by an approved proctor at a later date.  
Acceptable extraordinary circumstances are defined as:  medical illness; family emergency; or military duty/deployment.  Students are required to provide written documentation serving as evidence in support of extraordinary circumstances.   Arrangements for proctored final examinations must be made in advance with the Chaminade University Evening Programs Office. 
 It is presently the policy of the Evening Programs Office to administer proctored examinations during the second week of the next term following the term for which an Incomplete grade was assigned.  The Evening Programs Office may be reached at 735-4755.  Note: Off campus staff do not proctor final examinations.

Test Proctor criteria for online courses for Off Island students  
Test proctor should be a testing officer at a Military Education Center or at a college/university. You will need to submit your test proctor information to:
Donna Yoshimura at dyoshi@chaminade.edu or call (808) 735- 4755 or extension 524.
Information needed:
1. Test Proctor’s name & title
2. Phone & fax number
3. Email address
4. Physical address of the testing center
5. Date of the exam(s)

Grading:
Your grade will be determined based upon the total points earned on quizzes/examinations,and a final proctored essay paper (277 possible points for the semester). There is no provision for doing extra or outside work to improve your grade. 

A = 250-277 pts.
B = 200-249 pts.
C = 150-199 pts.
D = 100-149 pts.
F = 0-99 pts. 
Chapter submissions  = 19 Chapters 
Final Exam =4 Essay topics to be addressed, 25 points per question






COURSE SCHEDULE
1st Week Oct 05-11 Coursewide Content p.3
	Chapter 1: Experiencing Today's Global, Diverse Theatre: A Preview p.14
Chapter 2: The Audience: Its Role and Imagination p.21
2nd Week 12-18	Chapter 3: Background and Expectations of the Audience p. 39
Chapter 4: The Critic and the Audience p. 59
3rd Week 19-25	Chapter 5: Stage Spaces p. 69
Chapter 6: Acting: Offstage and in the Past p. 97
4th Week 26-Nov1	Chapter 7: Stage Acting Today p.109
Chapter 8: The Director and the Producer p.133
5th Week 02-08	Chapter 9: Creating the World of the Play p.167
Chapter 10: Dramatic Forms: Climactic, Episodic, and Others p.187
6th Week 09-15	Chapter 11: Dramatic Characters p.205
Chapter 12: Tragedy and Other Serious Drama p. 221
 

7th Week 16-22	Chapter 13: Comedy and Tragicomedy p.235
Chapter 14: Scenery p.261
8th Week 23-29	Chapter 15: Stage Costumes p.287
Chapter 16: Lighting and Sound p. 309
9th Week 30-Dec.6	Chapter 17: Global Theatre p.337
Chapter 18: Musical Theatre p.361

10th Week 7-17	Chapter 19: Contemporary American Theatre p. 379
Study period and final exam.
	-Final Exam-

	 As noted in your schedule and on the syllabus, you must take the final exam either on campus, at the base sites, or if off-island, arrange a proctor with the AUP office. Off campus students should arrange for the final during the last week of the semester.


Have a great semester!
