CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
Social Psychology-PSY 322-90-Internet

Instructor: Dylan Gaffney, MS
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Required Text:

Social Psychology By David G. Myers 9th edition  McGraw Hill
Official Website for textbook: http://www.mhhe.com/myers9
The CHAMINADE Teaching Site for this course: www.chaminade.ecollege.com
How to reach me: 

Email me at psy322@earthlink.net
Phone number is: 860-287-3828 (EAST COAST TIME)
Course Description

This course explores the basic concepts in the field of Social Psychology, framed in critical thinking, the scientific method, and statistics.  Understood in the context of Social Thinking, Social Influence and Social Relations, phenomenon are examined and understood. Additionally, the applications of Social Psychology in the Clinic and in the Court will be examined, as well as a contemporary look at the modern world. 

 Prerequisite: Psychology 101, General Psychology 

Student Learning Outcomes

Student will demonstrate an understanding of: 
The use of scientific methodology and research for investigating important questions relative to Social behavior.

Knowledge of the major theories, concepts, and research findings that represent the scientific perspective for the  basis of Social Behavior.

Knowledge of the major theories, concepts, and research findings that  represent the scientific perspective in the investigation of cognitive processes involved in Social Behavior.

The ability to recognize how we construe our social worlds, how social institutions guide and sometimes deceive us, how social behaviors is shaped by other people, by our attitudes and personality, and by our biology .

How social psychology’s principles apply to our everyday lives and to various other fields of psychology.

How the Five Marianist Educational Values are integrated into the course.

 

Assessment
In order to measure the quality of the learning experience students will demonstrate their knowledge through discussion of the reading material in class participation, through keeping a Media Portfolio, doing a term project and taking a final exam.

 Course Requirements:
1) Discussions=Class Participation  Each week there is a carefully monitored discussion allowing students to engage in mature thoughtful discussion. There are 10 weeks of class, 10 points are available each week for a total of 100 possible points.  I expect you to draw from your reading of the text in these discussions, and when indicated there will be short assignments to fuel the discussion . You must come to these discussions at least twice during the week and participate in an appropriate and respectful manner. You must do the assigned readings and through your discussions indicate to us that you are involved in the group process provided in the learning environment. While discussions are not in real time, they are closed two weeks after they start. So, you cannot expect to go back to an old discussion and just post something-anything-to try and get credit. After the week is up we have all moved on. I will be very strict about this requirement because this class IS Social Psychology-hence the need to socialize!

2) Media Portfolio Assignment- You will be keeping a “media journal” illustrating examples of Social Psychology. Details below*. This is worth 100 points.

3) Term Project: 

You have a choice, from a total of three. Details to follow**

Your choices:
A) Service Learning Project, which would be good for those who like to get out in the world and get involved, OR
B)  “self project, for those who would like to try a few of the social psychology concepts on themselves OR
C) Write a Research paper on the “Complementary Levels of Explanations” which is perfect for those who want to keep a cerebral view of this. 

 Which ever project you chose it will be worth 100 points, and it has to meet my approval before you start.   See Below for the parameters. ** 

 4) FINAL EXAM:. You will be able to take your exam at your education center, or the main campus. As the final date draws closer you will need to register for a seat. If you are off island, or deployed, you will need to make arrangements with a proctor, and I will email the exam. The final exam is worth 100 points. This is an upper division course, so the exam will be in essay form and will demonstrate your ability to think critically and incorporate the concepts you have learned.

 

DETAILS/REQUIRMENTS for your projects:
 

*Psychology 322 Media Portfolio Assignment-Everyone has to do this one: 
For this assignment, you will collect popular press information that is relevant to social psychology. This project is an opportunity for you to apply the social psychological principles from class to real-world events and information. Be creative! Social psychology is everywhere, once you start looking for it. 

Your collection can be made up of newspaper articles, magazine articles, advertisements, comic strips, photographs, advice columns, or anything else pertaining to social psychology. For example, your text uses a cartoon on p. 121 to illustrate attitudes and behavior, on p. 316 an advertisement to illustrate a principle of bias. (Items included in your text cannot be used for your portfolio!) You may use song lyrics for no more than one entry, if you provide the text of the lyrics, the artist, the album title, and the release date. You may also submit a video entry for no more than one item per portfolio (You Tube, or other media link); if you do this, provide the name, air date, and brief description of the program or scene. 

Keep your eyes open for materials starting at the beginning of the course Your portfolio must include at least 4 items. You may include up to six items, but only the best three will count toward your score. You may not include more than one item on the same topic.
Each item should include: 

* The original source material (e.g., the cartoon, article, etc.), with complete information about the source (e.g., the name of the publication, the date of publication, page numbers). 

* A typed, double-spaced explanation of the concept being illustrated and the way in which the item relates to the concept. You should be able to do this in a paragraph or two. I’m looking for evidence that you understand the concept and that you can explain the links between your material and that concept. THAT IS THE ASSESSMENT TOOL.
Spelling and grammar count. Please be sure to proofread your work before turning it in. 

Portfolios are due any time before Week Eight. 
Format: Scanned and emailed.
 
**TERM PROJECT:

 
OPTION A-SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT:

Service Learning: Think for a moment of a fact, theory, skill, and what-have-you that you know better than anyone else. Chances are you know that thing so well because you applied it to a challenging or important situation. That is, you took that fact and used it in a meaningful way. Perhaps you taught it to someone else or used it to another's benefit. Many, probably most, of life's lessons are learned outside of the classroom through this process. The process alluded to above characterizes "community service learning." By service learning, I mean a particular form of education in which benefits another, usually through some form of volunteer service. So, service learning benefits an individual scholar and other members of society. The student gains a meaningful educational experience, a sense of contributing, and even vocational experience. Society also gains as a human need is answered. Service learning is especially appropriate to a social psychology course because so much of our formal course content concerns human interaction and human problems. 

The service learning requirement in this class consists of the following: 

I. Community Experience: Service learning requires that someone is served. In our community we have many areas of human need. The homeless are literally at our doorstep. So are battered and abused persons and their children, individuals who cannot read, people whose mobility is restricted by age, poverty, or illness, families who must place their children in the care of others, and many others who can benefit from our help. 

Service agencies exist in our community to help these people. Most have volunteer programs begging for your assistance. The first requirement for this option is, then, that you serve an agency or group in your local area that answers a human need. 

A frequent question regarding the service experience is "how many hours?" While individual interests and experiences will differ as will the opportunity to serve, you should budget at least 25 hours over the term for direct human service contact. 

II. Service Journal: To document your volunteer experience, I expect that you will keep a journal. This journal should contain entries of your volunteer time and activities. The journal should also contain references to the texts used in this course. That is, you should note how a particular fact, theory, or phenomenon relates to your volunteer experience. The expectation here is that you will show evidence that you have examined your volunteer experience in light of the material assigned or discussed in our class  THIS IS HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED.
This journal must be submitted in two parts, The first part at mid-term, the second during the last week. 

Option B: Self-project:

This is an on-going individual projects. You must  identify a topic for self-understanding and self-improvement that can be monitored on a weekly basis. The purpose of the self-project is to provide a work-in-progress where you apply theory and findings in the course to a concrete, self-relevant situation.. You are  expected to pick a project that is meaningful and important to you, and feel comfortable discussing. This project must be approved by me first, and any projects deemed unsuitable (illegal, immoral, distasteful) will not be approved. Not that I expect to see any of that-but there has to be a disclaimer! The project must have a   quantifiable goal and an objectively-measurable weekly state (e.g., you may want to build to a goal of running 10 miles a week by the end of the semester, and you can measure the number of miles you run each week en route to that goal).

During the term there will be two written reports at mid-term and the final report, each must be at least 3-4 typewritten pages, double-spaced, normal fonts and margins) that present an account of their semester-to-date monitoring (less than a page) and an analysis of how themes discussed (the bulk of the paper).  In other words, you are to look for ways to integrate theories and research findings discussed in class toward your self-project goal, and discuss how you have applied them to your self-project. This will be the criteria I will be judging. 

If the self-projects was successful, you must  provide an analysis of what made it a success. When self-projects are unsuccessful, the student will provide an analysis for why the project failed and what could have led to a more successful outcome. 

OPTION C: Research paper on the “Complementary Levels of Explanations.”
Complementary Levels of Explanation Defined:
Myers notes that there are different disciplines that study human functioning, and each can provide a different level of explanation that is complementary rather than contradictory to the others. This notion can be further developed in class with a simple illustration suggested by Stephen Evans. Imagine a poem that has been handwritten with a pen. It is possible to describe the poem in purely physical terms as a set of ink marks on the paper. This description could be made even more basic by providing a chemical analysis of the ink and paper. Such a description could be very useful if someone wished to know whether the poem is likely to fade and become illegible over time. A third level of explanation would be to view the poem as a collection of letters of the English alphabet. Still a fourth would be to view the poem as a collection of English words. Finally, someone might describe the poem as a literary creation. In analyzing these different perspectives, should we ask, “Which one is true?” Certainly not. While they state very different things, they are complementary perspectives. Each account is accurate and potentially useful. They are simply different ways of looking at the same event.

William Doise (1986) suggested that even within social psychology there are complementary levels of explanation. The intrapersonal level deals with individuals’ traits and their ways of perceiving and thinking about their social world. The interpersonal level deals with how individuals influence and relate to one another. The intergroup level deals with how our group identifications influence our behavior. The societal level deals with the impact of shared cultural norms and ideas. 

 

Paper: Write a 10 page paper incorporating at least two social psychology phenomenon, and you MUST incorporate all of the complementary levels of explanation. This must be a well cited, insightful paper. It will require all your attention to these concepts to be able to discuss them intelligently.
  
IN A NUTSHELL:

1) Class participation: 10 points a week=100 possible points

2) Media Portfolio: 100 points

3) Term Project (chose one from three choices)=100 points

3) Final Exam=100 points.
 Grading
 A =400-350 points

B =350-300 points

C =300-250 points

D =250-200 points

F =200 and below points

Policy on late assignments: Please respect the deadlines. Material over two weeks late will not be accepted.
Grading Criterion as stated in the Chaminade undergraduate catalog is as follows:

A – Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B – Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C – Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.

D – Inferior work of the lowest passing grade; not satisfactory for fulfillment of

prerequisite coursework.

F – Failed to grasp even the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

I – Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to

circumstances beyond the student’s control.

The issuance of an “I” grade is not automatic. Sufficient time should be allowed to permit completion of the work, evaluation, and reporting of the final grade within 90 days* after the end of the semester or term. This limit may not be extended. In lieu of submitting an Incomplete Contract, an IB, IC, ID, or IF must be issued along with all other reported grades. If the instructor, prior to the deadline, does not submit a new grade for the course; the alternate grade indicated will be recorded (i.e. an ID will be recorded as a final grade of D). Should a letter grade of I be issued and no approved change of grade submitted, the I grade will automatically change to an F at the 90 day

deadline..
MAKE UP EXAMS:

Make up exams will only be allowed for students who were unable to take the final exam on the scheduled date due to military duty, medical emergency or family emergency.  Any of these reasons must be supported by written documentation and approved by the Director or Assistant Director, AEOP. 

Make up exams can be scheduled at your sites at a time that is convenient to your daily operations and that fit with the student schedule.  Exams can be taken either the Thursday or Friday before the scheduled final or after as soon as practical. 

Students who normally register for classes at the main campus can make arrangements with this office for make up exams. 

Students that have approval from their instructor to take the final exam at a time other than the schedule date, for other than the above reasons, must coordinate with their instructor to arrange for taking the final.  It is not the responsibility of AEOP to administer makeup exams for unapproved reasons. 

An incomplete grade will be recorded if you take their final after the scheduled date. 

Attendance 

With on-line courses I know you are attending if you show up on our discussion board and take part. If you do not show up and take part in our discussions then you are not attending the class. I expect respectful dialogue, well thought through and pertinent to the reading and topic.  

If illness prevents you from attending class it will be my prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.  

Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. If you’re your attendance is not continuous, financial aid may be terminated. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, you should officially withdraw from all affected courses. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade. 

   

Course Schedule
 
Date: October 5 (Week One)

Topic: Introducing Social Psychology

Readings: Chapters 1 

 

(UNIT ONE: Social Thinking):
 

Date: October 12 (Week Two)

Topic: The Self in a Social World

Readings: Chapter 2

 

Date: October 19 (Week Three)

Topic: Social Beliefs and Judgments, Behavior and Attitudes

Readings: Chapters 3 & 4

 

(UNIT TWO: Social Influence):
 

Date: October 26 (Week Four)

Topic: Genes, Culture, and Gender, Conformity and Obedience

Readings: Chapter 5 & 6

 

 

Date: November 2 (Week Five)

Topic: Persuasion, Group Influence

Readings: Chapter 7 & 8

 

(UNIT THREE: Social Relations):
  

Date: November 9 (Week Six) 

Topic: Prejudice: Disliking Others, Aggression: Hurting Others

Readings: Chapters 9 & 10

 

(For those who chose option A or B for their term project, the first half is due this week.)

  

Date: November 16 (Week Seven)

Topic: Attraction and Intimacy: Liking and Loving Others, Helping

Readings: Chapters 11 &12

 

 

 

Date: November 23 (Week Eight)

Topic: Conflict and Peacemaking, Applying Social Psy in the Clinic

Readings: Chapter 13 & 14

  

Date: November 30 (Week Nine)

Topic: Social Psychology in the Court

Readings: Chapter 15

 

 

Date: December 7 (Week 10)

Topic: Social Psychology and the Sustainable Future

Readings: Chapter 16

 

 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS SYLLABUS, THE GRADING OR THE POLICIES ASK NOW!!!
    

A NOTE ABOUT CHAMINADE and their Educational Values  
Chaminade University is a Catholic, Marianist University.  The five characteristics of a Marianist education are:  
 
Educate for Formation in Faith
Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith.  As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned.  Intellectual rigor coupled with respectful humility provide a more profound preparation for both career and life.  Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned.  Respectful humility reminds people of faith that they need to learn from those who are of other faiths and cultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.
Provide an Excellent Education
In the Marianist approach to education, “excellence” includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician.  Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities.  Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives.  The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education.  Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology.  Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach.  At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously:  an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers.  As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized: a human community that respects every individual within it.
Educate in Family Spirit
Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.”  Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building.  Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.
Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace
The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good.  The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world.  In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.  
Educate for Adaptation to Change
In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully.  “New times call for new methods,” Father Chaminade often repeated.  The Marianist university faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on a rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.
 
Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton
 
 
 







