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SO200 Introductory Sociology
K. Boyd
Chaminade University of Honolulu
Fall 2009
SO 200 Introductory Sociology Online					Credit Hours: 3
Fall 2009 	October 5-December 17, 2009				Prerequisites: None
Instructor: Kimberly H. Boyd             Office Hours: online anytime
Email: boydsoc@crosslink.net  or kimberly.boyd1@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Text: Macionis, John J. Sociology, 10th edition. Prentice-Hall 2005	ISBN 0-13-184918-2
Sociology, 11/E 	ISBN-10: 0132184745	ISBN-13: 9780132184748
Sociology, 12/E 	ISBN-10: 0136016456	ISBN-13: 9780136016458 
The tenth edition will be the most cost effective, you can use any edition from the 10th to 12th. I would order it online used with speedy shipping where possible.
 
Course Description: Sociology 101 introduces students to the general methods of analysis and fundamental concepts of sociology as a social science discipline.  Topics of discussion will include Sociological theory, major thinkers in Sociology, interaction between the individual and the social order, race, class and gender.
 
Course Objectives: Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to:
1-articulate an understanding of the basic sociological theories and research methods
2- demonstrate and understanding of the organization of social life including the sociological concepts of culture, society, social structure, socialization, groups and organizations.
3-demonstrate an awareness of social inequality and stratification based on social class, race, ethnicity & age
4-demonstrate an understanding of American social, economic and political institutions.
In order to achieve these objectives, a high emphasis will be placed upon using the discussion board.
 
Student Learning Outcomes:	Students are expected to demonstrate the ability:
to think critically about and analyze everyday life and social events from the sociological perspective;
to know the major theoretical perspectives in sociology; to be able to do basic sociological research; 
to understand the social nature of the basic social institutions of society; 
to be able to apply social theory in their understandings of everyday life, 
to be able to demonstrate an understanding of cultural relativism in a culturally diverse society & world; 
to be able to explain, sociologically, major social issues, such as racism, sexism, etc., and
to work collaboratively in small group tasks in order to explore and explain topical issues in social life.

Attendance: Attendance is not required specifically…this course is asynchronous, which means we aren’t on eCollege necessarily at the same time. You are expected to login to the course to work 3-4 times a week.

Fall Evening 2009 Dates To Remember 
Registration begins 			Aug 31 , 2009 
First day of term 				Oct 5 , 2009 
Last day to register 			Oct 13 , 2009 
Last day to add/drop/change 		Oct 13, 2009
Last day to withdraw from class 		Nov 23, 2009 ]
Last day to apply for credit/no credit 	Nov 23, 2009 
Last day of term 				Dec 17, 2009
Make up Policy:  You should do the work on time. I do not have a hard and fast rule about timing, but it should be within a few days of your assignment. If you stick to the suggested schedule, you will finish the course on time. You will not be penalized for being late, but if you are, you have to catch up.
 
Academic Honesty: I expect you to do your own work. 
We expect the highest standards of academic honesty. Violations of academic honesty include the following:
                Cheating: This includes seeking or giving unauthorized help on examinations, papers, or other academic assignments.
                Plagiarism: This is defined as using another’s words or ideas and representing them as one’s own either knowingly or unknowingly. In other words, by not documenting ideas or putting quotations around exact phrasing and documenting the source, one is committing plagiarism.  Misconduct in the area of academic honesty is subject to disciplinary action which can include failure of the assignment, or even failure of the course.
 
Chaminade University 
Course Outline
Course starts							October 5
Weeks 1 and 2
Ch. 1 		The Sociological Perspective
Ch.3		Culture
Ch. 4		Society
Test One							October 19
Weeks 3 and 4
Ch. 6		Social Interaction in Everyday Life
Ch. 8		Deviance
Ch. 9		Sexuality 
Test Two							November 2
Weeks 5 and 6
Ch. 10		Social Stratification
Ch. 11		Social Class in Everyday Life
Ch. 13		Gender Stratification
Test Three 							November 16
Register for your final
Weeks 7 and 8
Ch. 14		Race and Ethnicity
Ch. 15		Aging and the Elderly
Ch. 16		The Economy and Work
Test Four							November 30
Weeks 9 and 10
Ch. 18		The Family
Ch. 20		Education 
Ch. 21		Health and Medicine
Multiple Choice Final	covers all chapters 			December 12
All chapters
 
You should take a homework quiz after each chapter…all quizzes to be posted within eCollege before the test covering that chapter. You may take homework quizzes as often as you like, the idea being that you learn the material as you study it over and over. These quizzes come from test pools with 40-60 questions so the more you take the quizzes, the better you are ready for the tests!
 
Go to the discussion board after you read each chapter to post to the discussion with your classmates.
 
EVALUATION
GRADING SCALE:  A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F = 0-59        
There are five tests, 15 homework quizzes, and discussion postings.
 
ASSIGNMENTS
This course consists of reading 15 chapters of text. It is reading intensive. Don't take the course if you aren't prepared to read a chapter or two a week! 
 
You have five tests. Take the tests on eCollege. You must email me if you get locked out of a test, so that I can unlock it. If you are locked out of a quiz you should be able to just retake it.
 
Test 1 covers chapters 1, 3 and 4
Test 2 covers chapters 6, 8, and 9
Test 3 covers chapters 10, 11, and 13
Test 4 covers chapters 14, 15, and 16
Final covers ALL chapters including 18, 20, and 21
 
1. Tests are worth 40 % of your grade. 100 points per test, usually 50 questions.
2. The final is 10%, 50 multiple choice questions. (Open book if they allow it, I will let you know)
3. Homework
All students complete 15 practice quizzes. (1 per chapter) for homework. These practice quizzes are 20 points each for a total of 300 points or 30 percent of your grade.
4. Discussion points are 200 points or 20% of your grade.  
         GRADING/EVALUATION
Homework quizzes are worth 30% of your grade.  
         The five tests (including final) will be averaged to represent 50% of your grade. You will take all tests via eCollege. Discussion postings are worth 20% of your grade. 
 
Out of 1000 points your grade should work like this.
Tests			400 points
FINAL			100 points
Homework quizzes	300 points
Discussion points 	200 points
 
Total course		1000 points
 
Homework:
Quizzes are taken via eCollege. Meanwhile, if you want to practice for the homework quizzes, you can go to:
http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_macionis_sociology_10
(underlines between the last four words)
You must take a quiz on each of your 15 chapters via eCollege for your homework grade. If you had a perfect homework score it would equal or exceed 300 points. 
Tests:You will take your tests via computer on eCollege. 
 
Fall Term October 5-December 12, 2009

See instructions at the link below (or keep reading!.. I put them in)
http://www.chaminade.edu/online/index.php?pg=content_milexams.html
TO:  Military Students and DOD Employees
In an effort to service our students on the island of Oahu better we are offering a limited number of seats for finals off campus.  Additional locations for the online finals will be available at Pearl Harbor, Tripler, and Schofield Barracks.  
Finals will still be held on December 12 
 at 1 pm and 3 pm.
***If you are a civilian and have a MWR student pass you can take your exam at the Main campus, Tripler, or Schofield. You must already have your pass; the Army will not make civilian passes for exam purposes only.  Civilians are not able to take exams at Pearl Harbor.
Main Campus finals are from 8-4, please check with your proctor.
Instructions to reserve a seat at one of the military installations:
1.     Some instructors prefer students test at the main campus. Please discuss your testing options with your instructor prior to registering for a seat. 
2.     You must have access to the military base you will be attending.
3.     This reservation must be made no earlier than? (Has anyone seen this date-I will post an announcement when it’s available) We do have a maximum seating, so reservations are first come first serve.
4.     You must email the following information to one site only:  
Pearl Harbor:  AUP-pearl@chaminade.edu, Tripler:  AUP-Tripler@chaminade.edu, or Schofield Barracks:   schofieldcuh@hawaii.rr.com.
  Name, Social Security# (last 4 digits)
  Contact phone #  & valid email address 
  Type of access (Active duty, Military family member, DOD)
  Time slot (1 per class) – 13:00 or 15:00
  Course #, Course Title, & Instructor
5.     You will receive an email confirmation for the site requested, if you do not receive a confirmation email within 2 days, please contact the office you emailed or resend the reservation request. You must print out your confirmation and bring it with you to the exam (along with a valid picture ID).
6.     If you do not pre-register for a seat, no exam will be available for you at either of the sites.
Test Proctor criteria for online courses for Off Island students 
Test proctor should be a testing officer at a Military Education Center or at a college/university. You will need to submit your test proctor information to:
Donna Yoshimura at dyoshi@chaminade.edu or call (808) 735- 4755 or extension 524.
Information needed:
1. Test Proctor’s name & title
2. Phone & fax number
3. Email address
4. Physical address of the testing center
5. Date of the exam(s)
 
Login to your course at
http://www.chaminade.ecollege.com
 
Other resources
http://www.chaminade.edu/online/

Student Resources
http://www.chaminade.edu/online/index.php?pg=content_studentResources.html
Check out student tips, the eCollege orientation, etc.
 
Discussion Postings:
Click the discussion button in eCollege to participate. I expect you to participate every week(suggested timeline in the course outline) in the discussion for a total of 10 discussion forums...20 points for each discussion posting. Participation includes a first posting of your own (10 points) and a response to two other students (5 points each).. This should be a perfect score for most students. I will “lurk” in the discussions, but not guide them. If you have a time-sensitive question or an urgent one, please email me also! boydsoc@crosslink.net. The discussion postings are for you to sound off, discuss ideas with other students, and even discuss study plans or ideas, but I will not respond to all postings..the idea is for the class to discuss items with each other.
 
(in eCollege, since the points are not set up this way, your main post counts 10 points, and you have 20 possible –or more- topics. If you reply to others for ten topics, you will get 20 points for each of those topics, and you won’t be required to continue posting. If you only post once –main post- to each of the topics, you would post to all of them and get 10 points for each post. You’ll see how this works as I start grading.) SINCE the discussions are being graded individually, you cannot go BACK to post to a discussion that has already passed. Please just post MORE to the next weeks’ discussion. So once I post the grades for the first two weeks, you can’t go back to post in THOSE discussions. You can work AHEAD all you like.

Discussion Topics:
	

	
	Directions
	 

	
	A Note on Style for Discussion Board Postings - Think of your postings to the Discussion Board as "mini-essays." 

Words should be spelled and capitalized correctly and sentences should be complete. Your ideas and comments should be clearly and succinctly stated, and should demonstrate that you have thought through your response. You might want to compose your response in Word or Wordperfect so that you can use the grammar and spell check tools, and then cut-and- paste into your email. 

Basically, the idea is that I want complete thoughts for your postings and I don't want to be insulted by sloppy writing, misspellings, all caps, etc. Thanks.
	 

	
	 

	
	Introductions
	 

	
	Introductions 
I would like for you to introduce yourself to the class as your first assignment. The purpose of doing this is to let us all get to know you individually. It's not graded in terms of how "good" it is, but you get discussion points for doing it. It should be a one page letter, including the following:
1. Your background (if you are a full-time student, your program and year; if you work, the kind of work you do)
2. Career plans or goals that relate to this course, if any.
3. Why you enrolled in this course and what you hope to accomplish with it.
4. If you have taken any other distance education courses.
5. Write a statement about yourself that will help us remember you from the many other students in this course. This statement should focus on what is unique about you.

In order to post your letter, please click on the blue Introduction bar, then add new thread. Type your letter in the message box. Then click on "submit". (You can write the assignment in Word, then cut and paste it into the discussion, of course.) 

I encourage you to read the introductory letters of other students so that you feel like you are part of the group. Write a response to at least two other students' letters on something that sparks your interest.

(Keep in mind that I lurk in the discussions but generally do not take an active part. I comment every now and then, but basically the discussion is for you and your classmates. If you have something very particular to say to me..you should send an email.)
	 

	
	 

	
	Study Plan
	 

	
	Please list in step-by-step sequence the approach you plan to take to learn the material for this course. Write at least one screen with a description of your plan. Read as many of the other student's approaches as time permits since you may get some very helpful study hints in the process. Write a response to at least one student, commenting on any helpful hints you got from them or helpful suggestions you might have for them.
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 1
	 

	
	Love in the Sociological Perspective
Rather than our culture where we fall in love and then get married, imagine a culture where you get married and then fall in love. What kinds of advantages or disadvantages would you see? Would you prefer that kind of culture? Would the marriages be more or less successful than many in our culture? You can address this idea or post a new thread.
Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 3 Culture
	 

	
	Cultural Relativism
People tend to judge other cultures by the merits of their own culture..practicing ethnocentricism, not cultural relativism. Are there any limits to the merits of being ethnocentric? Are all cultural values and practices equally valid? Are there practices in other countries that cross the line? What should be the response if the line is crossed?
Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 4 Society
	 

	
	Looking-Glass Self
How much of your own self-concept is based on the perceptions of other people? How conscious are you of other peoples's thoughts and feelings? How much do you worry about what other people think? Why is it so hard for some of us to disregard -not be affected by- what other people think?
Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 6 Social Interaction in Everyday Life
	 

	
	Status Symbols
How impressed are you by status symbols? How much are other people impressed by your status symbols? Which ones get you 'fired up' and which ones do you most detest?
Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 8 Deviance
	 

	
	Deviant Behavior
If you woke up 100 years ago and did all the things you would normally do in a day (in 2009..which things would you do that would be considered deviant in 1909) Does this make sense?
Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 9 Sexuality
	 

	
	How do you feel about the media and sex? Do we show too much sex on tv? Do talk shows discuss things that should/or shouldn't be discussed on tv? How do you feel about it? 

I have a 15 year-old daughter...on the one hand, I want her to be open minded and prepared for whatever she may see or hear, but on the other, I don't want her exposed to any of this. On a Disney movie, they discussed losing their virginity! (she was only 7 when she saw it!)..anyway, how do you feel about it? What can we do about it?

Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 10 Social Stratification
	 

	
	Racial-Caste System
Which ways does America employ a racial caste system with white people occupying the highest rungs and non-whites the lower rungs? Can a non-white person in America ever completely shed his or her "lower" status? If so, how so? If not, then how can one say America does not practice a racial caste system?

Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 11 Social Class in Everyday Life
	 

	
	Social Mobility
How much social mobility have you endured/enjoyed? Your family? Have you moved up or down the social ladder? Why? In your lifetime or in your parents/grandparents generation?

Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 13
	 

	
	Female Circumcision
Let's be frank. The information about female circumcision makes us nauseous. But how many of you had EVER even heard of such a procedure before? Why would a culture (including the women) promote such a procedure?

Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 14 Race and Ethnicity
	 

	
	Discrimination
Have you ever been a victim of institutional or individual discrimination? Explain if you will.

Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 15 Aging and the Elderly
	 

	
	Think of older people you know. Describe their living environments. Would you say they are in better or worse conditions than others you know? Do you know anyone who had to move "against their will"? Explain.

OR

How do you feel about euthanasia? Is is right or wrong? Under what circumstances? What kinds of problems can you predict if it is made legal in our country?
Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 16 The Economy and Work
	 

	
	How many of you know a woman who makes more money than her husband/live-in? Does this cause any problems in the relationship? Elaborate. 

I have read that some women who make more money than their husbands actually do MORE housework/chores than their husbands to help preserve the illusion that their husband still "wears the pants" in the family or has his "rightful" position in the family--at the head of it. How do you feel about this?
Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 18 The Family
	 

	
	Work and Family Structures:
Recently, a Saturday afternoon passed (in rain) while I worked in the office. About 4 PM, my husband asked me, "What did you feed Tessa for lunch?" I answered, oh, I didn't. (Feed her lunch that is.) She never told me she was hungry (she's 15, and can fix a sandwich and cook eggs and bacon). 

My husband thought I was a 'terrible' mother and told me so. He carried on and on about me not being responsible. My reply was that if she was hungry, she'd have gotten herself something or asked one of us for lunch.

Why is this? What is it about being the 'mother' in our society that makes the 'woman' responsible for all:
food
laundry
cleaning
caretaking
scheduling
schooling
driving
etiquette
sewing
petcare
etc.

If you are a male, forgive me. In this case, if you can't answer my question, tell me how much of the kind of work listed above that you do for yourself.

Should be an interesting discussion. On the same note, I am leaving for the weekend. I used to cook ahead and worry about what my husband would feed himself while I was gone. I don't anymore. If there's recent milk in the fridge, he's lucky. Why did I used to worry? Can't he buy groceries or cook? 
Turns out, he did 'cook'. He bought pizza, Boston Market frozen meals and made salad. The house was even pretty clean when I returned, I must be making progress.

Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 20 Education
	 

	
	Tracking/Education
Were you tracked in grade school and/or high school? If so, how did it make you feel? In what ways did it affect your perceptions about how smart or not so smart you were? Did it affect your perceptions of the intelligence of your classmates?
Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Chapter 21 Health and Medicine
	 

	
	Identify healthy and unhealthy behaviors in your lifestyle. Have you ever tried to modify these behaviors? If so, what techniques worked for you? Think about your own health perceptions. To what extent to you compare your health to others of your age or gender? How does your ability to perform Activities of Daily Living affect your health perceptions? How does your day-to-day health affect your overall quality of life?

Kimberly Boyd
	 

	
	 

	
	Improvements
	 

	
	Please discuss what you would change about this course to improve it. I know I could take a beating here..if you are really distressed, email me to talk about it. Meanwhile, post your comments to see if others agree with your thoughts. I will take improvements into consideration for next semester.
Professor Boyd
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