Chaminade University of Honololu
Fall 2009
Foundations of Christian Theology – Rel. 205

Instructor:  Fr. Tim Eden, S.M.

Classroom: Henry Hall, Rm.202
Time: M/W/F  8:00-8:50
Instructor’s Office: Education Building, Rm. 126

Phone: (O) 440-4215, (H) 739-8519

Email: teden@chaminade.edu
Course Description:

This course is an introduction to the belief and practice of Christianity.  Primary attention will be given to the Roman Catholic tradition, but the class also will examine the spiritual and theological expression of Eastern Orthodox  and Protestant churches. 

The class is structured around the biographies of a select group of people, some of whom were leaders in Church governance, some  thinkers, writers or teachers, while others were mystics, artists or prophets of social change. They are drawn from every major period of the Church’s history.  This is not an exhaustive list of significant people, but it attempts to illustrate a wide spectrum of Christian living, thinking and practice.
Learning Objectives:

a) The student will be able to give a broad overview of the historical evolution of Christian thought, spirituality, and institutional life.

b) The student will understand some of the major ideas and values that differentiate the three great branches of Christianity: Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy and Protestantism.

Class Requirements:

a) There are assigned readings for each topic covered during the semester.  The student is expected to have the readings done in preparation for class discussion.

b) There are assigned essay questions for all of the handout readings. The essays should be no longer than two (2) pages.  They must be typed, double spaced with standard margins.    Assignments cannot be turned in late. Please do not ask for exceptions.
c) There is no final examination for this class, however there is a final project that will be submitted the week of final examinations.  The project is a time line showing the main figures and movements of thought that shaped Christian history. A rubric for the project will be given in class.

d) Quizzes and Examinations are listed on the class calendar below.  Quizes are on the textbook readings only and are always given on  Fridays following the completion of a section in the textbook.  Missed quizzes cannot be made up. Please do not ask for exceptions.   Take home exams cover the class lectures and handout materials discussed in class.  They are given out on Fridays to be completed and returned on the following Monday.
     

e) Attendance Policy:  Absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade. A student who misses 20% or more will be withdrawn from the class 

There are 41 scheduled classes for this course.  Four absences equal 10%,.


2) Tardy: 10% of class time is equivalent to ½ class absence.  Arrival in the class after role is taken constitutes a tardy. 
Textbook:

Vidmar, John, (2005). The Catholic Church Through the Ages. Mahwah, New Jersey. Paulist Press.

For each section there will be other readings that will be distributed in class.
Class Schedule and Assignments:  This schedule is only an approximation of the class dates. Coverage of some of the topics will be shortened to make room for others that I want included.  
	Date and Topic
	Reading from Textbook:
	Outside Readings 


	August 24-28
Introduction;
Jesus of Nazareth


	First Age of the Church (30-330)
The Early Church,
Sections A-D  
(CHECK THE TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR THE DESIGNATIONS OF THE LETTERED SECTIONS OF THE READINGS)


	Selections from the Gospels 

	August 31 – Sept. 4
Jesus (cont.)

St. Paul


	First Age of the Church

Sections E & F


	Selections from the Letter to the Galatians 


	Sept. 7-18
St. Paul (cont.);
Early Martyrs


	First Age of the Church
Sections F-I 

(Quiz on 1st Age of the Church, Sec. A-F on Monday, Sept. 14)

	Passion of Perpetua and Felicity


	Sept. 21-25
Martyrs(cont.)

A Great Thinker of the Early Church:

Origin of Alexandria

	Second Age of the Church, (330-650) Age of the Fathers
Sections A-C


	- Letter to Gregory 
- Chapter 6, Origen and the Atrocities at Alexandria, 
from the Church History of Eusebius
TAKE-HOME EXAM


	Sept. 28-Oct. 2
Origen (cont.)
The Greatest Thinker of the Early Church: 

St. Augustine


	Second Age of the Church
Sections D-G

(Quiz on the 2nd Age of the Church; Sec. A-G,)

	Selections from the Confessions and the City of God 

	Oct. 5-9
Augustine (cont.);

The Monastic Option:

Sts. Anthony & Benedict
OCTOBER 9 IS A FREEDAY
	
	-Selections from the Life of Anthony  (handout)

- Selections from the Rule of St. Benedict  (handout)


	Oct. 14-23
The 13th Century: Francis of Assisi, Thomas Aquinas & 

	Fourth Age of the Church (1000-1450) The Middle Ages.
Sections A-F.

(Quiz on 3rd Age of the Church, all sections.)

	-Selection from the Life of St. Francis
-Selection from Summa Contra Gentiles

	Oct. 26-30
Aquinas (cont.), 
Martin

Luther and the Protestant Reformation


	Fourth Age of the Church  (cont.)
Sections H & I

Fifth Age of the Church (1450-1789) The Reformations

Sections A-E

	Selections from Luther’s Sermons
TAKE-HOME EXAM


	Nov. 2-11
Luther (cont.),

Catholic  

Reformers: 
The Council of Trent, and the 
Great Spanish Mystics
THANKSGIVING

HOLIDAY


	Fifth Age of the Church (cont.),
Sections F-I

	Selections from the Decrees of theCouncil of Trent,

And Selections from  the poetry of St.  John of the Cross and St. Theresa of Avila

	Nov. 16-25
The Enlightenment

And 

The Age of Revolution

(18 &19th c.)


	Sixth Age of the Church (1789-present)
Sections A&B

(Quiz on the 4th and 5th Ages of the Church)
	-Selections from the Journals of John Wesley

- Selections from Voltaire’s Letters From England
Selections from John Henry Newman’s

Apologia Pro Vita Sua

Selections from the First Vatican Council



	Nov. 30 – Dec. 4
Two Great 20th Century Christians:

1) Dietrich Bonhoeffer; Martyr of 
Conscience 

	Sixth Age of the Church (read the rest of the section)
	Selections from Bonhoeffer’s Letters and Papers from Prison

	2) Pope John XXIII: Opening the Windows

	Sixth Age of the Church (read the rest of the section)
(Quiz on the 6th Age of the Church)
	Selections from the Documents of the Second Vatican Council
TAKE-HOME  EXAM
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