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ENG 480: WOMEN WRITERS
Chaminade University of Honolulu

Summer, 2009
Online

Instructor: Mary L. McCarrick

Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu or mmccarrick@yahoo.com
Course Objectives

The following are intended to maximize the personal and academic value of this course for students:

1. To study each work as an individual work of art, and give a wide range of 

      exposure to the literary efforts of women from the middle ages to present

2. To study each reading selection as a product of a specific social/historical  

context

3. To gain a clear understanding of the struggle for autonomy faced by women in Great Britain and the United States

4. To become more skilled in literary analysis and scholarly research skills

5. To become acquainted with basic feminist literary critical theory and terminology and be able to apply theory to your own interpretations

Course Description & Goals

Welcome to English 480! This course is designed to introduce you to the works of a variety of women writers. Our emphasis will be on the theme of women’s quest for autonomy, with direct regard to self identity, self acceptance, and self esteem, in a patriarchal world. Even though women are over 51% of the population of the United States, the gender is still considered of minority status, and we’ll explore the history behind this phenomenon, as well as the special struggles women have had with respect to race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religious expectations, and regionalisms.  

You will note when you read your weekly assignments that I assign historical reading from the anthology. Understanding a historical era and its cultural implications will aid you in appreciating not only why women centered their writings on specific themes and subjects, but you’ll also have a clearer idea of the special conflicts and challenges women writers have had throughout history in order to have their voices not only heard, but respected. 

In order to truly appreciate literature, I think it’s imperative that we have an accurate understanding of the historical time frame surrounding both the authors and their characters. I will include lectures on the web board on literary history as it pertains to women of the specific eras, and I will also be discussing feminist literary criticism and will expect you to do some of your own research in these areas.

Since many of you will attempt entrance to a graduate program in English, I design all my 400 level classes to be extremely challenging and research intensive. You will have a heavy reading schedule, as well as discussion questions, quizzes, and research projects. I will expect all students to know and utilize proper MLA 7th edition format for research work, including parenthetical documentation of sources within a text of your paper, as well as citations done according to MLA standards in your works cited pages.  It is very important that you use correct MLA format for your research projects! Adhere to the guidelines in the new 7th edition.

Required Textbooks

Gilbert, Sandra, and Sarah Gubar. The Norton Anthology of Literature by  

Women: The Traditions in English. Vols. 1 & 2. 3rd ed. New York: WW Norton, 2007.

You will be reading the entire novel of Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte. It is included in your anthology, or, if you want larger print, you may use any edition of the novel as long as it is the full text version.

There may be at least one additional novel, and possibly two, that you will need to purchase once the class has gotten underway. I’ll email you and post the information on our course site once I have the bibliographic info on the novel(s).

Other Requirements

While this is an internet class, you will have library research to do as well. You may use Chaminade University’s library on campus, online, as well as state library facilities, or community college facilities. Email me if you need further information. Items you should have for this class:

Any standard college dictionary

Any standard thesaurus

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th edition

Course Prerequisites

All students must have successfully completed ENG 101, 102, and 209 or their equivalents. I expect all students to use the MLA documentation style for papers, and to use standard American English. It is also important that students are willing and able to make a significant commitment of time and effort to the reading in this class. 
Participation

Online classes require a unique commitment by students to not only do the required reading, but also participate in web board discussions and share their writing with the class.  You will have plenty of opportunity to make your unique voice and ideas heard. Do not be afraid of having the “wrong” idea. Literature is, after all, open to interpretation.

Final Grade

You will note that the majority of your grade is based on your performance on several written assignments. Your final grade will be determined by the following:

· Weekly reflection papers

· Annotated Bibliography 

· Midterm Essay
· Final Exam

Each assignment is weighted as follows:

Weekly reflection papers        30 points

Midterm Essay                        20 points 

Annotated Bibliography           40 points 

Final Exam                              10 points

Final grade scale:

90-100 - A

80-89   - B

70-79   - C

60-69   - D

0-59     - F 

Preparation of Papers

All papers must be double-spaced, with one inch margins. Your name, course title and location, my name and date should be on the upper left-hand corner of the first page. Your last name and page number should be on each subsequent page. Always title your paper! See the MLA handbook for specific paper guidelines. I do expect you to follow these guidelines, and you will be graded accordingly. All papers must have sources cited and correctly documented. 

Reflective papers, the midterm essay and the annotated bibliography will be posted under the appropriate conference on our ecollege site.

Reflection papers
Each week there you will reflect on the lecture notes and readings we’ve done. The reflection papers are due at the end of each week on Saturday by 11:59pm. Each reflection paper should be a minimum of three double-spaced pages, and show thoughtful reaction to what you’ve read and learned. I expect you also to engage in discussion on some of the reflection papers that your peers post. Debate issues. Don’t be afraid to disagree with a classmate, but have evidence to back your viewpoint. 

Midterm Essay
You will have a paper due at the end of week 5. There will be no reflective essay due that week so that you can focus on the writing and revision of your midterm essay. The paper should be somewhere between 10-15 pages, double-spaced, be thesis driven, and include a minimum of 8 outside sources, along with the text(s) on which you focus your study. The outside sources should be peer reviewed scholarly journals and/or essays from critical anthologies. It should go without saying that Wiki-pedia and other web sources that do not meet the rigid requirements of a scholarly source should not be used for any project in this class. 
Annotated Bibliography

The final project in class will be an annotated bibliography surrounding a research topic relevant to our studies of women writers. Annotated bibliographies are intense research projects that require you to fully explore the latest scholarly research on a particular topic. It is a term-long project and should be started immediately. 

Final Exam

As required by Chaminade University, a final exam will be given on campus the final Saturday afternoon of the term. More information about the exam will be forthcoming, but it will cover all the material read and discussed on the web board.

Web Board Participation

You will be expected to actively participate in web board discussions, postings, and responding to your classmates’ work. This is not a class where you can respond once a week and expect to do well. I expect my online students to check the web board at least once a day, and respond when prompted. 

Plagiarism

It goes without saying that I frown on plagiarism. Intentional or unintentional plagiarism ends in the same consequences: automatic class failure, and reporting to the department chair and Dean of Academic Affairs for further action. All written work is to stem from your own ideas, and all sources used must be correctly cited and documented. Do not recycle papers from past classes, as this is classified as academic dishonesty as well. I suggest that you save all research in a folder, along with notes and other drafts of papers, since I reserve the right to call in your research at any time to verify legitimacy. Once a final grade for a class is received, you may get rid of the research if you so choose.

I cannot emphasize enough how important it is to use proper MLA format for citing and documenting your research. People have failed courses because they have not cited or documented their work correctly throughout the term. As this is a 400 level class, I expect that you have learned the MLA format and have used it consistently throughout your other English courses; therefore, you should be able to find your way around the MLA handbook and know how to cite and document when required. If you are not sure how to do something, ask me for help.

Late Papers 

All papers are due on the day and time listed on the schedule of assignments and also the web board. Late papers will NOT be accepted, unless you have been out on deployment, and I will need a letter from your command. While I will not accept late essays, you may turn them in early! Please post papers under the appropriate discussion.
SAFE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT

I feel it is extremely important for all students to feel safe expressing ideas and philosophies in the classroom. The free exchange of intellectual debate and information is the cornerstone of higher learning, and as such, it is imperative that the college classroom be a place where students feel safe to express themselves without risk of censure or harassment by either the professor or fellow students. I will not tolerate language or behavior that can be construed as threatening or harassing. Please have respect for each other, even if you do not agree with all viewpoints discussed.  

