SYLLABUS
H152- World Civilization II Tue-Thu 1730-2140 –Apr 7-May 7, 2009
Instructor:  Don Wilson

Address:  1400 Pensacola St. #204, Honolulu, HI 96822

Home Phone:  531-6147

E-Mail:  wimpenny @Hawaii.rr.com

Text:  P.J. Adler, R.L. Pouwels, World Civilizations, Vol II, Fourth Edition, Thomson Higher Education, 10 Davis Drive 94002-3098, USA.

Description:  A basic survey of the development of the institutions and ideas of the worlds’ civilizations since approximately 1500 C.E..  Although presented in a chronological framework, the approach is topical with an emphasis on those factors that led first to the expansion and dominance of 
European society, and then, to its decline following the Second World War.  Within this context, the course seeks to provide a coherent examination of political, social, economic, and cultural movements that have served to provide the bases for out contemporary society.  However, it should be understood, that this is a course of extremely wide scope.  Consequently, it concentrates  on a factual description of        “what happened”, rather than probing deeply into causes and effects,.  Which is not to say, that this aspect  will be totally ignored, but to come to definite conclusions of this nature requires extensive background, and a narrower focus of study.
Objectives:   To provide an appreciation of how historical events affected the lives of people, to change the social, political, and economic structure and relationships of the world’s civilizations.  To attempt to give an understanding of the effects of ideas on the process of history;  the nature of multiple causes of historical events;  and the impact of technology on society.  Also, by observing the outcome of the answers that our predecessors utilized to solve problems, to establish a background by which to weigh 

proffered solutions to similar problems of contemporary society.  Finally, by discovering the accomplishments of other civilizations, to call attention to the universality of human achievement, and thereby assist the acceptance of different peoples, that is necessary as technology rapidly shrinks

 our globe.

Class Format:  A combination of lectures and discussion.   Visual aids will be utilized where applicable. 
 Students are encouraged to raise questions, or make comments, at any time.
   
 Reading/Research Assignments:  The lecture schedule lists the required reading.  In addition, there will be an assigned research project to be discussed in class.
Grading:  Grading will be based on the following point system:

Mid-Term & Final Examinations 50 points each…..100 points

2 Quizzes 15 points each………………………………………. 30 points

2 Essays 35 points each…………………………………………  70 points

Letter  Grades:  A=200>180 points, B=179>160 points,  C= 159>140 points, D= 139>120.
Class Schedule – Reading Assignments

Date
Subject







Readings
Apr 7
Intro, Reformation, Religious Wars, Age of Exploration,

23, 24, 25 


Absolutism, Constitutionalism.

        9
Eastern absolutism, Muslim Empires, China-Ming>Qing

26, 27, 28,29


Dynasty, Japan-the Tokugawa Unity,

        14
Colonial America, Scientific Rev>Enlightenment, American Rev,
30, 31, 32, 33


French Rev>Napoleon.

       16
Industrial Rev, Ideological reaction, National states, Unification,
34, 35, 36, 37


Islam & India.

Quiz #1


      21
Pre-imperial Africa, Latin America, 2d Indus Rev., Modern 
38, 39, 40, 41


Science.

Mid-Term Examination
     23
World War I, Post war “isms”, Russian Rev.>Stalin, Nazi 

42, 43, 44, 45

     28
20th Century, World War II, 20th Century Culture, Superpower
46, 47, 48, 49


Rivalry, European recover y

     30
3d World, New Asia, African Independence, 20th Century Latin
50, 51, 52, 53


America.


Quiz #2
May 5
Return of Isalm, Collapse of Communist Europe, The new 


Millennium.

        7
Final Examination
-

Topics for Essays and Discussion


In the 17th century absolutism became the dominant form of government in Europe, and Louis XIV, the role model of the absolute monarch. Describe the appeal of this type of government, its basic features in Eastern and Western Europe, and How Louis the XIV embodies its precepts.

England’s political history in the 17th century developed in a different direction from the continent’s, described as “constitutionalism”.  Trace the development of this type of government, describe its basic features, and how it differed from absolutism.

Beginning in the 16th century a “Scientific Revolution” is said to have occurred in Europe.  Assess the significance of this “Revolution”, identify its principle theories, and the process by which it emerged.  Also include the major figures of the movement, and their contributions to it.
The Enlightenment has been termed the “age of reason”, and follows upon the Scientific Revolution.  In what way is the movement connected to the discoveries of science?  Describe the new world view that “enlightenment” refers to, who were its architects, and what impact did it have on political developments?

What kinds of economic and political structures characterized African societies in the 17th century, how did they respond to European intrusion, and what was the role of slavery before and after European intrusion?

 Emerging in the 14th century, the Ottoman Empire rose to b +e one of the dominant powers in the Mid-East, and a constant threat to Western Europe, until the late 19th century.  What was the source and extent of its power, and what caused  its decline?

Describe the political, economic, and social developments in India, China, and Japan between 1500 & 1800 C.E..  What were the significant events that served to shape these societies?  What were their strengths and weaknesses, and how id they respond to the European challenge?
 
What influences caused the American colonies to end their loyalty to England?  How did they win the war, and what events led to the Constitution?  What were the compromises?
Describe the long and short-term causes of the French Revolution, and how they affected the course of the uprising.  Was the original intent to overturn the society, and if not, what were the forces that pushed it beyond its original goals?

Discuss the career of Napoleon Bonaparte.  What were its highlights, and what were the mistakes that brought it to an end?  In what way did Napoleon’s reign represent new political conflicts, and how did it affect Europe’s historical development?

Describe the development of the industrial revolution in England, and its transfer to the continent.  What were the ideological movements that emerged as answers to the problems that it created?
Beginning in France in 1848 a series of revolutions swept across Western Europe.  What were the conditions and issues that produced these events, what was unique in each, and what did they have in common?  Can they be considered successes, or failures, or a bit of both?

Germany was unified by the efforts of Otto von Bismarck.  Describe the process by which he accomplished his goal.  Why was the unification such an important event in European history?

Marx predicted in 1848 that European society would be increasingly polarized into classes:  bourgeoisie and proletariat.  What was the reality of the European social structure in the second half of the nineteenth century?
Describe the workings of the imperial system in Africa, the Middle East, India, China, and Japan.  What accounts for the differences in the various regions?  What were some of the factors that may have accounted for the differences?
Discuss the events that led to the First World War.  Why can the war be considered a pivotal event in the course of European history?   What was the impact of “total war” on the social, political, and economic structure of Europe during and after the war?

In January 1917, Russia was an autocratic empire;  by the end of 1920, it was a socialist state.  Trace the course of the Russian Revolution from March 1917 through 1920.  What explains the Bolshevik victory?
What were the consequences of the Great Depression of the late twenties and early thirties?  How did the European world respond to the crisis?
Adolf Hitler, a high school drop out rose in the post World War I period to become the absolute dictator of Germany.  What caused a highly class conscious and aristocratic nation like Germany, to first accept, and then fanatically support such a person’s leadership?  Consider such events as, the Versailles Treaty, the mistakes of Hitler’s opponents, economic conditions, and the weaknesses of the Weimar Republic.
Describe the road to the Second World War, and the course of the War itself.  What influences in addition to Hitler’s will contributed to the outbreak of the conflict, and, thereafter, what were the key turning points, and strategic decisions that led to the final outcome?  

International affairs in the postwar era were dominated by the cold war.  What were the key events in its development?  What were the causes and consequences?  Given  the  military, and ideological situations at the time, was the cold war unavoidable?
