POL 211- Intro to American Politics & Government

Instructor: 
Frank Bailey 



Number:
office: 739-8531
Time:  
M-W-F, 8:00-8:50
 

Office Hours:
M-W-F 2:00-3:00
 

Place:  
Henry Hall 225


Semester:  
Fall Day 2009

Email: 
fbailey@chaminade.edu


Texts:  Government by the People, 6th Edition, Burns, Peltason, Cronin…
Scope of the Course:  This course will study the origins, development, achievements, process and transformation of the United States of America’s political system, from its inception through the current political situations.  This course is a general study of the America’s political system and will focus on the political process, policy making institutions, citizen rights and liberties, and the politics of National policy making.  Throughout this course we will focus on several themes that have defined America’s political system.  These themes will provide coherence, context, and some clarity in our attempt to understand the history of this nation’s complex governance.  In this endeavor we will focus on changing concepts concerning topics such as race relations, state vs. federal rights as well as federalist and republican ideologies.

Course Learning Outcomes: At the conclusion of this course each student will be able to demonstrate 
· Demonstrate an understanding of change, continuity and causality by employing chronology as well as cause and effect in the evolution of America’s political system

· Demonstrate an understanding of the roles and boundaries of the different levels of government within the United States

· Demonstrate an understanding of the different ideologies and forces that influence the American Political process

· Demonstrate an understanding of our rights and obligations as citizens within the American political system

Readings:  More than anything else, this course is designed around readings and discussions.  You should come to each class meeting with the reading assignment completed and with a willingness to engage in a lively discussion that focuses on the themes and content of the reading.

Requirements:  There are several requirements for this course.  In addition to keeping up with the background readings in the text, you are required to read several handouts and articles.  You are expected to write on two of these articles.  The writing requirements for these readings consist of a 1 to 2 page essay that addresses key thematic concerns or questions raised by the topics being examined.  I will identify these concerns for you well in advance of the assignment’s date.  These essays are to be typed and double-spaced.  There will also be four examinations, which include a midterm and the final.  These examinations will focus on key concepts covered and shall not be cumulative.

Grading: Your examinations are worth 100 points each.  The two writings are worth 50 points each.  In all, the total number of points achievable is 500.  The class grading goes as follows:

A = 500-440 

C = 399-350


B = 449-400 

D = 349-300

Any one who earns less than 300 points will receive and F for the course.

Please note that all written assignments must be handed in on time.  There are four chances to hand in two reaction papers so late papers will not be accepted.
Attendance:  Students are expected to be on time and in attendance at all class sessions.  For every three unexcused absences there shall be a 10% point reduction in your overall grade.
Class Schedule

Date

In-Class
Week 1
Introductions


Lecture: Constitutional Democracy



Read: Chapter 1
Week 2
Lecture:  American Federalism 





Read: Chapter 2



Handout

Week 3
Lecture: Political culture and Ideology 


Read: chapter 3
Week 4
Lecture: The American Political Landscape


Read: chapter 4



First Exam

Week 5
Lecture: Political Parties and Interest Groups 


Read: chapter 5





Handout
Week 6
Lecture: Public Opinion, Voting and Elections 


Read: chapter 6
Week 7
Lecture: The Media and American Politics 


Read: chapter 7


Handout
Week 8
Lecture: Congress 

 
Read: chapter 8 




Second Exam

Week 9
Lecture: The Presidency




Read: Chapter 9
Week 10
Lecture: The Congress and the President


Read: chapter 10
Handout

Week 11
Lecture: The Federal Bureaucracy 


Read: chapter 11
Week 12
Lecture: The Judiciary 


Read: chapter 12


Third Exam


Week 13
Lecture: The Bill of Rights 


Read: chapter 13
Hand Out

Week 14
Lecture: Justice and the Law


Read: chapter 14
Week 15
Lecture: Economic and Social Policy


Read:  chapter 15
Week 16
Lecture:  Foreign and National Policy 



Read:  Chapter 16

FINAL EXAM 
TBA

� Satisfies Program Learning Outcome #1





