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Fall 2009

CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY of HONOLULU

MA 103-30 – College Algebra

Fall Semester 2009:  Oct 05 – Dec 17, 2009

Wednesday 1730 - 2140

Instructor:  Mr. George Mead

E-mail:  meadma103@yahoo.com
RESOURCES

· TEXT Algebra for College Students 6th edition; 2009; Blitzer, Robert; Pearson Prentice Hall
· CD-ROM, included with text book

PREREQUISITES. Basic knowledge of fractions, decimals, mathematical operations with positive and negative numbers, simple problem solving, exponents and order of operations is assumed. To enroll in this class you must have passed MA102 Beginning Algebra or been properly placed in class by a counselor. It is your responsibility to prove to me that you are eligible to be in this course. Failure to submit a verification of prerequisites may result in withdrawal.
COURSE DESCRIPTION. College Algebra introduces the concepts of real numbers and their properties, polynomials, factoring polynomials, rational expressions, radicals and exponents, linear equations, linear inequalities, quadratic functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and the application of algebra (word problems).
COURSE FORMAT. Classes will consist of presentation of algebraic principles and problems with opportunity for you to try practice problems and ask questions during the class time. You are encouraged to participate in class discussions and to ask and answer questions. 

HOMEWORK.  The only way to learn algebra is though practice. Study the examples in the textbook and do the assigned homework. Answers to Selected Exercises are in Appendix III of your text. Some of the homework problems may appear on quizzes and exams.

REQUIRED SUPPLIES


Three ring notebook paper (for any hand-in assignments, quizzes, or tests)

Straight edge or ruler


Pencil or pen (#2 pencil is recommended)


Eraser (only if you are error prone)


Graph paper 


Calculators are permitted during quizzes and exams. 
ATTENDANCE. Attendance in class is crucial to your success in this course. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. If you arrive after roll is taken, you must let me know by the end of class that you are in class or you will be marked absent. You may be reported to the Academic Advising Center for excessive tardiness or absences. 

To be late to class is to be rude and disrespectful. Be on time.
EXAM SCHEDULE. There will be a mid-term and a final exam given on the dates shown on the schedule. Each exam will cover primarily the material in the chapters just completed but the final exam may include questions or problems on earlier chapters. THERE WILL BE NO MAKE UP EXAMS. Exception will be made for properly documented medical emergency or verified military orders.
POP QUIZZES. Several quizzes will be given during the course, but only the high four (4) grades will count. THERE WILL BE NO MAKE UP QUIZZES. No exceptions will be given.
METHOD OF DETERMINING FINAL COURSE GRADE


Quizzes





120 points
20%


Mid-term exam





200 points
33%


Final Exam





280 points
47%

TOTAL
600 points
100%
Grades will be assigned to the following scale:



A (90%-100%)



540-600 points



B (80%-89.9%)



480-539 points



C (70%-79.9%)



420-479 points



D (60%-69.9%)



360-419 points



F




below 360 points

I reserve the right to adjust your grade up or down by a small percent if it does not accurately reflect your achievement in this course.

In complying with university policies, the Academic Advising Center will be notified when students are receiving a “D” or are absent for two class sessions.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY. Academic dishonesty will not be condoned in this course. Dishonesty includes cheating and plagiarism as defined in you Student Handbook. Cheating on quizzes or exams will be grounds for a failing grade in this course.

CANCELLATION OF CLASS. If the instructor is not in class within 20 minutes of the scheduled start of class, then class is considered canceled.

“HOUSEKEEPING”. There will be no eating or drinking in class. Turn off all electronic devices before entering the classroom.
NEED HELP? You will become aware long before I do that you are having difficulties in this class. Do us both a favor and ask for help early. Waiting will not solve the problem and is a recipe for failure. I will hold extra instruction classes if you request them.
COURSE SCHEDULE 

(This schedule may be adjusted depending upon the needs of the class.)

Date
Section


Topic

10/07
1.1 thru 1.7
Welcome; Introduction; Review (Vital for Your Success in



Algebra); Questionnaire; Quiz #1 

10/14

Quiz #2


2.1, 2.2, 2.3
Graphing, Slopes, Writing Equations of Lines


2.4,2.5
Functions, Graphs of Other Functions
10/21

Quiz #3


3.1, 3.2
Solutions by Graphing, Elimination


3.4, 3.5
Solutions by Matrices, Determinates

10/28

Quiz #4


4.1, 4.3
Linear Inequalities, Linear Inequalities in Two Variables


4.4, 4.5
Systems of Inequalities, Linear Programming
11/04

Quiz #5


5.4, 5.5
Greatest Common Factor, Factoring Sums/Differences


5.6, 5.7, 5.8
Factoring Trinomials, Solving Equations by Factoring
11/11

Mid Term Examination (Chpts. 1 – 5)

 
6.1
Rational Expressions


6.3, 6.4
Multiply/Divide/Add/Subtract Rational Expressions


6.5, 6.6
Complex Fractions, Equations with Rational Expressions
11/18

Quiz #6


7.1, 7.2, 7.3
Radicals, Rational Expressions


7.4, 7.5, 7.6
Radical Expressions and Radical Equations

11/25

Quiz #7


8.1, 8.2
Completing the Square, Quadratic Formula, Graphs

10.1, 10.2
Exponential and Base-e Functions


10.3, 10.4, 10.5 
Logarithmic Functions, Base-e Logs, Log Properties

12/02

Finish uncompleted sections


Review for final exam.
12/09

Final Examination 
