CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOULU 



Summer 2007
Honolulu, HI 96816 

Course:  ED 632B: Development of the Senses and the Montessori Method 

Credits:
3 credits/40 hours




Time: 8:30 am – 6:00 pm
Instructor:  Fran DeMattos




email: fdematto@chaminade.edu
Rationale 
This course focuses on the sensorial areas of the environment, where opportunities for development and refinement of the senses and perceptual processes, as well as the development of cognition are emphasized. Using Montessori’s philosophy and the learning theories of Piaget, Vygotsky and the cognitive theorists, it provides both concrete experiences and an over-arching foundation upon which to build this understanding of the child’s needs. As this is a graduate course, current research and critical analysis are emphasized.

Objectives  
The instructor will:

1. Guide students as they develop a basic understanding of the rationale and sequence of the sensorial curriculum in a Montessori early childhood environment.  








MACTE competency 3b 
2. Describe, define and provide opportunities for the students to analyze and model the leadership role of an adult in the sensorial area of a Montessori early childhood environment. 








MACTE competency 2d
3.  Provide opportunities, through explanation, demonstration, and modeling, for students to learn to construct the sensorial curriculum in the prepared environment, in accordance with Montessori principles of design, with particular focus on culturally appropriate materials and activities in the practical life area of the early childhood environment.    








MACTE competencies  2b; 3a, b, c  

4. Provide opportunities to practice strategies for, the implementation and evaluation the sensorial area of the early childhood prepared environment in terms of meeting developmental needs.  







MACTE competency 1b, d 
5. Share, and show students how to find, current peer-reviewed research articles, particularly in the areas of the inter-relationships of motor and cognitive development, creation of community and culturally appropriate practice.  







MACTE competencies 1b; 2b; 3c
Competencies 
At the end of the course, the students should be able to: 

1. Articulate both verbally and in writing, a basic understanding of the rationale and sequence of the sensorial curriculum of a Montessori early childhood environment.    MACTE competency 3b


2. Analyze and model the leadership role of the adult in the sensorial area of a Montessori early childhood environment.    



MACTE competency 2d 

3. Construct the sensorial curriculum of the prepared environment, using Montessori principles of environmental design, with particular focus on culturally appropriate materials and activities.   







MACTE competency 2b; 3a, b, c 
4. Demonstrate knowledge of strategies required for both implementation and evaluation of the sensorial curriculum of the early childhood prepared environment in terms of meeting developmental needs.  



MACTE competency 1b,d 
5. Articulate the relevance of current research to the sensorial area of the prepared environment.   Be able to find and share current peer-reviewed research articles, particularly in the areas of the inter-relationships of motor and cognitive development, creation of community and culturally appropriate practice.  



MACTE competencies 1b; 2b; 3c
Textbooks 
Dr. Montessori's Own Handbook –Montessori

Secret of Childhood- Montessori
The Absorbent Mind -Montessori


ED 632 Packet and Montessori Matters

ADVANCE \d0 Discovery of the Child -Montessori


Methods 
Lecture              
Discussion


Demonstrations                             Readings        

Curriculum album        
Student Presentation      

Writing Assignment

Performance
Evaluation and Grading

This is a competency-based program; students will be required to meet the standards and to redo substandard work until it has met stated standards and competencies.  Rubrics and exemplars given for each assignment

Sensorial 
1-Attendance ………………………………………………………………………………..10 points

2-Readings/Reflections……………………………………………………………………...20 points

3-Rationale………………………………………………………………………………… .10 points

4-Sensorial Album…………….…………………………………………………………….40 points

5-Original Sensorial Activity ……….………………………………………………………10 points

6-Performance Activity Presentation ……………………………………………………….10 points

Art Workshop

1-Participation ………………………………………………………………………………...1 point 
2-Rationale ………………………………………………………………………………....... 3points

2-Album and handouts...…………………………………………………………………….. 6 points
Total………………………………………………………………………………………..110 points
99-110 = A 
88-98 - B

Below 87 - ® Must re-take class
General Rubric for Evaluation
Attendance (10 points)
For full points, student must attend and participate in all class sessions One point will be subtracted for each 4-hour segment missed.  Students must attend 90% of the course to pass.
Reflections on Readings (4 @ 5 points each = 20 points)
For full points, reflections will

·     be written in Standard American English
·     analysis and critical review
·     reflect on personal/classroom experience

·     be 1 - 1½ pages with 12 point font and one inch margins
Rationale (written final, 10 points)
For full points, rationale will

·     be written in Standard American English;

·     clear introduction and supporting paragraphs

·     complete summary

·     be at least five pages with 12 point font and one inch margins
·     answer the questions what, why, where, and when;

·     include at least one appropriate quote from your readings
      (use Dr. Montessori’s Own Handbook as a reference for your rationale)
Album (40 points)
For full points notebooks will include the following;

·    all handouts given in class

·    all required lesson write-ups

·    illustrations for each lesson write-up

·    five page rationale to include current research

·    be aesthetically put together;

·    be organized into logical groupings

Activity (10 points)
For full points, activity will        
·     be aesthetically made







·     have original elements

·     be appropriate for age

·     include lesson plan
·     be clearly and gracefully presented
Performance Activity/Presentation (10 points)
For full points, the presentation will

·     selecting the correct material requested






·     accurate presentation of activity







·     able to explain the rationale for the activity





·     able to explain the direct and indirect aims of the activity



·     be clearly and gracefully presented
Art (10 points)

For full points, the following should include;

·     participation and attendance

·     rationale

·     album including handouts and articles

SCHEDULE
CLASS ONE – June 25, 2007
Review Syllabus

Rationale for Sensorial Education
Presentations:

Sorting:  By size, color, weight, shape
Tactile Materials
Touch Boards/Tablets

Fabric Matching 

The Mystery Bag 

Thermic Tablets 

Baric Tablets
Practice

CLASS TWO – June 26, 2007







Sensory Motor Education and Brain Development

Teacher as observer-Role of Adult in Sensorial









Group Discussion




Reading Assignment for Discussion



Reflection Topic - Role of Teacher


Discovery Ch. 10 pp. 144-152, Ch. 11 pp 153-160, Secret Ch. 19 pp. 119-122


Presentations:
Dimensional materials

Pink tower

Broad stair

Red rods

Knobbed and knobless cylinders

Visual materials

Color box 1,2,3

Practice

CLASS THREE – June 27, 2007
Sensorial as preparation for Math

Using sensorial as assessment
Group Discussion




Reading Assignment for Discussion
Reflection Topic – The Materials
Discovery, Ch. 6 pp. 99-105, Ch. 7  pp. 106-122, Ch. 11 pp. 153-160 
Presentations:

Geometric materials

Geometric solids

Geometric cabinets and cards

Constructive triangles

Practice
CLASS FOUR – June 28, 2007







The older child in Sensorial

Sensorial extensions
Group Discussion



Reading Assignment for Discussion
Reflection Topic – Teacher preparation
Absorbent Mind Ch. 27 pp. 253-261
Presentations:
Geometric Materials
Power of 2 cube

Binomial and trinomial trays

Binomial and trinomial cubes

Auditory-sound cylinders

Gustatory-tasting

Olfactory-smelling
Practice
CLASS FIVE – June 29, 2007










Cosmic Education

Group Discussion



Reading Assignment for Discussion



Reflection Topic – Nature and the Senses
Discovery Ch. 9 p. 143-148, Ch. 4 pp. 64-76

Presentations:

Cosmic Materials

Land and water globes




Continent globe

Puzzle maps

Animal parts to whole puzzles

Plants parts to whole puzzles

Student presentations

Performance/Activity Presentations

Work on albums

Practice
Syllabus may be adjusted to meet the needs of students.

