CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU                      

    ED 629: Elementary Language Arts Methods
 FALL 2008 (Hybrid, eCollege)

With revisions, Oct. 15

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Dr. Margaret Mize

mmize@chaminade.edu  808-739-4613

	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Brogan Hall, Room #116.  Any day by appointment



	TIME and LOCATION:

	Monday (Weeks 1, 5 and 9), Henry Hall 202 and Online in eCollege  www.chaminade.ecollege.com 

Oct. 6 - Dec. 15, 2008



	TEXT:  
	Cramer, Ronald L., The Language Arts, A Balanced Approach to Teaching Reading, Writing, Listening, Talking, and Thinking, Pearson, 2004.    ISBN:  0-321-08724-0

Individually selected texts (from instructor’s collection)

	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment (two lesson plans) requires a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com using your personal code.



	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	This course will focus on the philosophy and rationale for the teaching of K-6 language arts.  Focus is on content knowledge and pedagogical strategies that support the optimal development of oral language, reading, and writing skills.  The influence of culture in language and strategies for developing a language-rich environment that meets the needs of all learners is included.  Requirement:  10 hours of O & P.

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	· Foundations and Research-Based Approaches to Teaching the Language Arts.

· Six Components of LA: Reading, Writing, Listening, Talking, Viewing and Visually Representing
· Creating a Language Rich Environment

· Assessment in the Language Arts

· Fostering Oral Language Development
· Principles and Pedagogy for Teaching Emergent and Early Writing

· Principles and Pedagogy for Teaching Emergent, Early and Transitional Reading

· Word Study, Mechanics and Grammar

· Teaching Comprehension Strategies
· Critical Literacy

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	SLO:
	How SLO will be achieved:

	
	Outcomes 

Students will demonstrate their ability to plan, teach and reflect by: 


	How will outcome be achieved?



	
	Creating lesson plans that demonstrate  knowledge of context, learners, and pedagogy in the area of K-6 language arts (HSTB 1,2,3,6)
Using appropriate assessment methods and strategies to guide the planning , teaching, and reflective process in the language arts (HSTB #8)  

Articulating an understanding of the connection between academic and real-life situations. 

	Signature Assignment, weekly discussions, field experiences (O&P)
Assigned readings and class participation; O&P reflections.
Participation in weekly group discussions and online postings. Culminating presentation.


NOTES:

University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered. This includes online and hybrid courses.  Log on at least three times a week and attend each on-campus class. The instructor should be informed in case of emergencies. (Phone instructor at 808-739-4613 or toll-free 800-734-3733 if you have an emergency with no computer access.)
	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor before the end of the course. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom deportment, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, etc.



Chaminade University Mission Statement:
Chaminade University offers its student an education in a collaborative learning environment that prepares them for life, work and service.  Guided by its Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts educational traditions, Chaminade encourages the development of moral character and personal competencies, and the commitment to build a just and peaceful society. The University offers the civic and church communities of the Pacific region its academic and intellectual resources in the pursuit of common aims.                                                                  

The characteristics of the Marianist approach to education are relevant to this course:

· Educate for formation in faith

· Provide an integral, quality education

· Educate in family spirit

· Educate for service, justice and peace

· Educate for adaptation and change
ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS:  University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered. Log on three times a week for the next ten weeks. For technical problems, use the eCollege Help desk (start at www.chaminade.ecollege.com).  For registration questions, contact Jon Nakasone, jnakason@chaminade.edu .

GRADING:  A = 93-100%
 B = 85-92%    C= 77-84%   (No credit for C or below.)
Education Division’s Attendance Policy: Absences totaling more than 10% of the number of classes will result in a lowering of the overall grade by one letter grade.  For hybrid classes, attend all on-campus classes and log in to participate at least twice a week in the eCollege on-going classes throughout the entire term.
Notes on Course Requirements
Individually-selected texts   One or more provided or approved by the instructor. Read at your own pace. Plan a 15-minute interactive presentation for Week 5 or Week 9 (see sign-up sheet).  By the end of Week 3 (or Week 6 for half the class) discuss your plan with instructor in Journal #2.  Plan to:
· Teach the class a language arts concept from your text.
· Engage the class; show, don’t just tell. Consider your purpose (what will you teach us?), method (how will you teach this?) and assessment (how will you/we know that we know?)
· If you need handouts, email them by noon on the class day, and copies will be made for you.

· If you need more than 15 minutes, plan to share some parts on eCollege instead of in your presentation in the on-campus class.

Refer to your text in on-line posts as appropriate.
O&P – Regular on-line posts and on-campus class discussions based on your field experience and reflection. Begin posts on or before Oct. 24 IF possible (depending on when you are placed.) Complete the log verifying 10 hours of O&P. 
Forms:  All students are responsible for completing required forms for O&P through the Field Services Director, Amanda Aldridge.  This includes students who are teaching and using their own classrooms for O&P. By December 1, submit two of the forms to the instructor, evaluation and log.  If you have not already done so, complete the request form tonight and leave it here. Use the checklist to guide you in the paperwork.
Online O & P Posts. Use the categories below to share your findings and thoughts with the class about something you think is worth remembering.  There should be at least one succinctly written post in each of the 5 categories by the end of the course, and an indication that you are reading your classmates’ posts regularly.
1. Routines and Procedures that Support Literacy  

2. Reading

3. Writing

4. Other 4 (Talking, Listening, Viewing, Visually Representing)
5. Resources  (use separate space called “Webliography” for web-based resources)
Do this by clicking on the unit items in the navigation tree.  Follow the instructions you find there for using Doc Sharing / Entire Class.
In class:  Also during your O&P or other “real life” classroom experiences as a substitute teacher, a volunteer or parent, do this: Prepare to discuss a general framework for Language Arts teaching and learning in the second on-campus class by looking for evidence of  Brian Camborne’s Conditions for Literacy Learning, summarized below:
· Immersion – Learners need to be immersed in a wide range of texts—surrounded by them and attracted to their production and use.
· Demonstration – Learners benefit from demonstrations—that is, from explanations and models which enable them to see how texts are conceived, constructed, used.
· Expectation – Learners are influenced—either stimulated or inhibited—by the expectations of those around them, mainly by adults or peers they respect.
· Responsibility – Learners grow in self reliance if allowed to make their own decisions about the when-how-what of their learning tasks.
· Employment – Learners must have time and opportunities, in realistic situations, to practice or employ their developing control over what they are learning.
· Approximation – Learners work confidently when assured that learning is not copied “correctness” but “approximation”, trial-and-error improvement.
· Response – Learners are upheld in their efforts – acknowledged and supported when those around them respond with interest to their words and work.
· Engagement – These conditions contribute to active learning, not mechanically, but as factors in the interaction between students and a teacher who likes the children, the subject and teaching itself.  Engagement occurs when the learner can say…

· “These texts, these demonstrations, make me want to try it myself.”

· “Doing so, I’m learning and preparing for the life ahead of me.”

· “I’m happy learning here, where nobody’s condemned when not full correct.”                      

from The Elements of the Whole Language Program by Andrea Butler, 1988

Signature Assignment – Two lesson plans, the first with a focus on reading and the second on writing.  A “practice plan” which focuses on any of the other 4 language arts—listening, speaking, viewing, visually representing—will be created in class or online before the first SA plan is due on LiveText  Nov. 14th.
Weekly Discussions Our discussions will be held online and in on-campus meetings, based on prompts provided by students. Each week, start a discussion thread about one idea you found especially interesting/important in the assigned reading of our common text (Cramer’s The Language Arts).  Read and respond to your classmates’ posts (at least two.)
JournalOne entry after each on-campus class (Journal #1, 3 and 4). Tell me what was helpful, confusing or needing further attention.  Select “share with instructor” for these journal entries. The first one is due by Wednesday, Oct. 8th .  Use the Journal tool.  Also, one entry before the middle or last on-campus class describing your plans for your class  presentation, Journal #2.  One at the end to evaluate the course. (Total of 5 journal entries. Due dates on course outline below.)
Other- Explore resources in our community that support the teaching/learning of language arts. This could be attending a special event or learning about an on-going resource. Share what you learn with the class by posting on Resources using the Doc Sharing / Entire Class tool.  
Culminating Experience- For our last on-campus class, “show what you know” in any form you choose (with prior approval of instructor).  Incorporate as many of the “other 4 language arts” as possible—listening, talking, viewing, visually representing. 
 Weekly Schedule for ED 629 (Hybrid)
	Wk.
	Date
	Where?
	Do this week
	Assignments 

	1
	Oct. 6
	campus
	Get acquainted with each other and the course.
Guest: Dr. Nanette Schonleber on The History of Language.  Select individual text. See eCollege (first assignment due by Wednesday, Oct. 8th).
	Ch 1 – Foundations and Approaches

Ch 2 – Organizing Learning Environments
Begin individual text

Journal entry #1

	2
	Oct. 13
	OL
	Learning to use eCollege effectively. Explore and share!  Building our understanding of concepts in the Cramer text. 
Discussion ends Oct. 20
	Ch 3 -  Assessment in the Language Arts
Continue reading your text at your own pace.

	3
	Oct 20
	OL
	Relating course content to real classrooms through O&P.  Report #1 due by Oct. 24.
Practice SA by creating a lesson plan on “the other language arts.”

Discussion ends Oct 27
	4 – Listening, Talking (plus Vewing and Visually Representing). Begin O&P posts. Journal #2 to instructor about your plan for Nov. 3 (half the class).

	4
	Oct. 27
	OL
	Author/illustrator James Rumford, Ed 101, 9:30-10:45am or alternate local resource post.
Discussion online ends Nov 2, continues in class.
	Ch 5 – Emerging Literacy
Ch 13 - Spelling

	5
	Nov.3
	campus
	Children’s literature in the classroom.  At least two O&P posts by Nov. 7. Presentations based on individually selected texts (about half the class; see sign-up sheet). Discuss lesson plans.

	Ch 6 –  Literature
Ch 11 – Poetry

Journal #3 , after-class thoughts/questions due

by Nov. 6.

	6
	Nov. 10
	OL
	Applying new learning to development of lesson plans.  SA #1 due on LiveText by Nov. 14 (lesson plan with focus on reading).
	Ch 7 – Literacy in the Content Areas

	7
	Nov. 17
	OL
	Comprehension
	Ch 8 – Comprehension.
Your plan for class presentation in journal entry #2 to instructor by end of Week 7 (other half the class, see sign-up)



	8
	Nov.24
	OL
	Finish O&P Posts (at least one for each category)
	Ch 9 – Word Study


	9
	Dec. 1
	campus
	Continue presentations based on individual texts (half the class). Culminating experience: What have you learned about elementary language arts methods?
	Ch 10 – Writing Process
Journal #4 about class on Dec. 1 due by Dec. 4.

	10
	Dec. 8
	OL
	SA #2 due on LiveText by Dec. 12
(lesson plan with a focus on writing)
	Ch 12 – Writing Mechanics and Grammar
Journal #5 evlauation of the class due by Dec. 12.


NOTES ON USING ECOLLEGE
Using Internet Explorer or Netscape (or Safari on Mac) as your browser, start by going to http://chaminade.ecollege.com .  Use your CUH number and last 4 digits of SS to log in.  Choose “Academics PSH” at the top left to see the course. If you think you have registered but can’t get beyond this, contact Jon Nakasone at 808-739-8327 or jnakason@chaminade.edu .  When you are in the course, you will see the navigation tree on the left side of your screen. Across the top are tabs called “Tools” (in bold here). You’ll be using all of them throughout the course.  To learn more, complete the eCollege Student Orientation Tutorial. Please let me know if you find something I should change or add to this…
Email

1. Click on the words “send message”

2. Wait for a textbox to appear on your screen

3. Select recipients listed there

4. Write and send message

Doc Sharing

1. Select “Share file with…”  either Instructor Only, or Entire Class

2. Follow the steps to find your file on your computer. 

3. Upload file

4. Share

You have now seen the two ways you “write” in eCollege: either directly in a textbox on the lower half of your screen (wait for it to appear), or use browse/upload/add entry. You can also attach documents.

Webliography

1. Click on the words “Add new entry”

2. Fill in the boxes with the language arts-related site you have chosen

3. Add entry

Journal

1. Click on “add entry”

2. Wait for screen with a textbox to appear

3. In Title box, write “Week 1” for the first entry. Write your entry in the textbox, spell-check, edit then save

4. Select “Share Entry with Instructor”

5. On lower right, be sure to end with “Add entry” or I won’t see it

The eCollege people suggest that you compose while offline, save to disk, copy and paste into textbox. This way you will have a record after the course ends, and you won’t lose what you are typing. Beware--you will be timed out after 45 minutes of no activity and typing doesn’t count as activity!

Dropbox   This is where most of your work will end up. It’s like an in-basket for me to collect your work.  Assignments come to me in “baskets” which I have created.
Threaded Discussions

For Discussions, the tabs at the top aren’t used. Instead, click on Discussions under the unit/week.  For example, under Week or Unit 1 you’ll see several items. Click on Discussions and follow these steps:

1. Click on Discussion for week one on the navigation tree, left side of screen

2. Read my message near the top of your screen.

3. Under “Topics” select a discussion thread (a question from me).  For the first week, threads are titled Chapter 1, 2 or 3.  Later there will be only one chapter but 2-3 choices in the dropdown box for threads/questions.

4. Read the question you have selected.

5. Compose your post. Be succinct since your classmates and I will read all of these posts. Paste it in the textbox. Spell check, edit. Click Post. 

6. Now you’re almost finished. Only one response is required each week. The last and most interesting step is to read your classmates’ posts and respond to at least two by midnight Tuesday. Do this by clicking “Respond” and waiting for a textbox to appear on the next screen.

