Philosophy 105 -- Ethics

Fall Interim Evening 2009
Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Times: Weekdays 5:30-9:40, Saturdays 10:00-2:10  (See below)
Meeting Dates: Sept. 16 – Oct. 2
Classroom: Tripler
Office Hours: Before and after class

E-mail: thomas.yos@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Required Texts: 

On Ethics and Living Well by Robert C. Solomon

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom
Course Description: What should we do?  How should we live?  These are important questions to which we must all, in living our lives, find answers.  Ethics, a part of the discipline of philosophy, is the attempt to provide answers to these questions.  In this class we will learn about the ethical questions and answers which famous philosophers have formulated.  Just as importantly, we will ourselves, through discussion and writing, explore the ethical dimension of our world.  This class, in other words, is equally concerned with both the theory and the practice of ethics.
Course Objectives: (1) To figure out what is involved in living an ethical life.  (2) To empower students to read, write, speak, and listen more carefully and critically.

Course Expectations: In this class you will have read, discuss, write, and, before all else, think.


Read: You have two books: a text book and a novel.  For most weeks you will be asked to read 20 pages in the text book and 30 pages in the novel.  There isn’t a lot of reading so I want you to read it slowly and carefully.


Discuss: The heart of this class is discussion.  Be prepared to come to class each week, to listen respectfully to others, and to contribute your ideas to our discussions.  You will also be expected to give two short oral reports.

Think: You’ll be expected to think long, deeply, and carefully about a number of issues in this class.  You’ll be expected to practice good thinking often and, as a consequence, learn to think better.

Write: You will be expected to complete the following writing assignments:
One 3-6 page Initial Ethics Report (50 points)
One 4-6 page Final Ethics Paper (100 points)

One 1 page Ethics Self-Assessment (50 points)

Six 1 page Reflections (May add or subtract from your point total)

Both the Ethics Report and Paper (and, indeed, the course itself) will focus on the following questions.  These are the questions which you will be expected to answer in this class:
· “It is remarkable how many people sacrifice the really good stuff for that which is not as important.”  What is “the really good stuff”?  How do you know that it is truly “the really good stuff”?  Do you sacrifice it for what is less important?  If so, why?

Reflection Journal

In this class you will read Mitch Albom’s book Tuesdays with Morrie.  I have broken the book up into six parts:


Pages 1-31

Pages 32-61

Pages 62-97

Pages 98-128

Pages 129-163

Pages 164-192
After you read each of these six parts you are to write a Reflection.  The point of this written Reflection is to help you to make connections between the book and your own life.  It is also to help you to reflect on your own life.  Who am I?  What is most important to me?  What do I want to do with my life?  These are questions which we should all think about.

Your assignment: After you read each of the six sections of Tuesdays with Morrie answer the following questions:

(1) Briefly describe what you found interesting in this section of the book.

(2) Connect what you found interesting with your own life.  Have you ever thought about what Mitch and Morrie are talking about?  Have you ever had any of these same worries or faced any of these same challenges?  Does what they say influence you to change your life in any way?

Since these will be personal reflections there will be no right or wrong answers.  You can, however, do a better or worse job of reflecting.  A good Reflection is one that really “scratches beneath the surface.”  It goes into some detail and demonstrates that you have really given the matter some thought.  So after you read find a quiet place, lean back for a little while, and really reflect upon your own life and upon what this book makes you think about.  After taking this time to think, you’ll be ready to write a good written Reflection.

You should write one Reflection for each of the six sections of the book.  So you will write six written Reflections total.  Each Reflection should be approximately one typed page in length.  

Most weeks one Reflection is due. (See the Course Outline).  I hope you enjoy the book.

Grading: You will be able to earn a maximum of 200 points in this course.  The number of points that you earn will determine your final grade for the course.

If you earn 180-200 points (90% and above) you will get a grade of “A” for the course.

If you earn 160-179 points (80% to 89%) you will get a grade of “B” for the course.

If you earn 140-159 points (70% to 79%) you will get a grade of “C” for the course.

If you earn 120-139 points (60% to 69%) you will get a grade of “D” for the course.

If you earn 119 points or below (59% and below) you will get a grade of “F” for the course.

Attendance: Classroom meetings are an essential part of the learning in this course.  Each time you attend a complete class you will earn 3 points.  Multiply 3 points by 10 classes and you get 30 points: this is the maximum number of attendance points which you can earn.  Partial credit is earned if you attend only part of the class.  If you miss one hour of a particular class, you will earn 2 points.  If you miss two hours of a particular class, you will earn one point.  If you miss three or more hours of a particular class, you will not earn any attendance points.  

Please note that for every 3 classes which you miss your final grade for the course will automatically be reduced by one full grade.  This deduction for excessive absences is applied regardless of your final point total.

Exit Passes and Tuesdays with Morrie Reflections: These short papers will receive a grade of either “Meeting expectations,” “Exceeding expectations, “Below expectations,” or “Well-below expectations.”  Based on the grade these short papers receive, your point total for the course will stay the same, rise, or fall.  These adjustments are as follows:

	Grade
	Adjustment to Point Total

	Exceeds Expectations (“E”)
	+2

	Meets Expectations: Approaching Exceeds Expectations (“M+”)
	0

	Meets Expectations (“M”)
	0

	Meets Expectations: Approaching Below  Expectations (“M-“)
	0

	Below Expectations (“B”)
	-2

	Well-Below Expectations (“WB”)

(This grade is reserved for work which is not turned in.)
	-4


Rewrite Policy: If you wish to improve an assignment you may rewrite it.  Each assignment may be rewritten a maximum of two times.  Please turn in the prior draft(s) of the assignment with your rewrite.  Work which is turned in after the end of class #8 may not be rewritten.

The purpose of this rewrite policy is two-fold: (1) To allow you to make up for any missed classes; put in the time which you should have spent in class into rewriting a paper and make up for the missed attendance points, (2) To allow you to put in extra work in order to receive a higher grade; if you really want an “A” you should be able to get it, but you may have to work really hard for it.


You are not required to rewrite any assignments.  But please keep in mind that it is hard to earn a grade of “A” from me on the essays.  If you are hoping to get an “A” for the course, you should keep this in mind, turn in your essays early, and plan on rewriting your longer essays.

Course Outline: (Warning: This outline is subject to change)
	Class Date
	Class Topic
	Homework: On Ethics and Living Well

	Class #1

Sept. 16
	What are the ingredients of a good life?


	Read for Class 2: Part I, Pages 1-22



	Class #2

Sept. 18
	Who am I (really)?


	Read for Class 3: Part I, Pages 22-41



	Class #3 Sept. 19
	What should I do?  Part I


	Read for Class 4: Part II, Pages 42-57



	Class #4 Sept. 21
	What should I do?  Part II

Give initial reports
	Read for Class 5: Part II, Pages 57-72



	Class #5 Sept. 23
	How do I decide?


	Read for Class 6: Part II, Pages 72-89

	Class #6 Sept. 25
	The Good Thinker’s Tool Kit


	Read for Class 7: Part III, Pages 90-106



	Class #7 Sept. 26
	Why should I?  Part I


	Read for Class 8: Part III, Pages 106-126



	Class #8 Sept. 28
	Why should I?  Part II


	Read for Class 9: Part III, Pages 126-146

	Class #9 Sept. 30
	Justice


	Read for Class 10: Handout: True Understanding Necessitates Respect

	Class #10 Oct. 2
	Tuesdays with  Morrie

Give final report
	ALL WORK IS DUE AT THE LAST CLASS


Last Day to Withdraw: Prior to 6th class meeting




