                                  Course Syllabus

                              World Civilizations I
                                  Fall 2009
Course                                  HIST 151 01
Day/Time/Place:
               MWF/ 9:00-9:50 /H 225 
Instructor:                             Dr.Lilia Castle                               

Office Hours:

     MWF 3:00-5:00


Phone:

               739-4628 off.

Course Description (from the catalog):
A multicultural approach to studying the world’s early civilizations, it examines their political, social, economic and cultural evolutions. It focuses on the lives, work and service of Confucius, Buddha, Jesus Christ, Mohammed and other individuals who made meaningful impacts on the moral ethical development of humankind. Along with historical knowledge, the course emphasizes the development of reading, writing, speaking, cognitive and collaborative skills crucial to success in college and beyond.

Course Objectives 

1.
To promote the study of ancient civilizations rich in their cultural significance. 

2.
 To give students an integrated view of political, military, cultural and literary events and movements of the ancient civilizations.

3.
To enable students to achieve high standards of learning through the provision of quality academic materials.

4.
To give students an understanding of how the ancient world has influenced, and continues to influence, later cultures. 
5.
To enable students to read critically texts and literature about the ancient world.

6.
To integrate and apply to the contemporary world the histories, philosophies, stories and metaphors  of the ancient world.
History Program Learning Outcomes (PLO):

Students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. Historical change, continuity and causality; 

Students will employ chronology to understand change and continuity, as well as cause and effect, in history.

2. The working of the politics and governance.

3. Historical and political perspectives and interpretations.

4. How to conduct and present historical and political research.

5. Preparation for an intended career.

Course Learning Outcomes:

Upon the completion of this course students
1.
will demonstrate knowledge of major political, military, cultural and literary events and movements of the ancient civilizations (LO 1 of GEP)

2.
will demonstrate and understanding of diversity of world cultures (linked to the LO 1 of GEP)

3. will employ chronology to understand change and continuity as well as cause and effect, in the history of major ancient civilizations ( linked to PLO1)
4. will demonstrate an understanding of how the ancient world has influenced, and continues to influence, later cultures (linked to PLO 1)

5. will demonstrate an ability to apply to the contemporary world the histories, philosophies, stories and metaphors  of the ancient world.
Marianist Educational  Philosophy

The confirmation of the religious roots of every culture is important theme in our days when religious views are overshadowed by global tendency toward materialism. Religion is an important factor in shaping of history, nations, and societies. The Marianist tradition is represented in this course through the respect and appreciation of different cultures of the past and the awareness of the primary place of  religion in every world civilization.
Course requirements:

Attendance. Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and class disruptions during the lecture.
Absence from class will significantly affect your ability to do well in this course,.  Unexcused absence will result in a deduction from preparation points, since you can not participate if you are not present.  Test given on a day you are absent without excuse can not be made up.

The following are not excuses:  overslept, missed bus, forgot, had to work.  You should make every attempt to schedule doctor’s visits and the like outside of class time.  
Since attendance will always be taken promptly at the beginning of class, tardiness will result if the student is not present during role.  If you arrive late, please see the instructor after class to make sure you are not listed as absent.  
Exams:
1. 
Exams: there will be four tests including midterm and final exams.  
2.
In-class activities: there will be two graded discussions and one creative project; students are expected to be prepared, and participate if they wish to receive full credit for the course.
Course Assessment:

Assessment of student performance in the course will be divided into two parts:  preparation and examination.

Preparation will be assessed by means of attendance and participation in classroom discussions. 

Examination will be assessed by means of four scheduled tests, each worth 20 points. The final exam is cumulative. Tests may only be made up if the student has a valid note from a physician. Tests   format will vary, usually combining objective style (True/False, Multiple Choice, Fill-in) with subjective (short answer) and will be designed to demonstrate that the student has read and understood the general ideas of the assigned material.

Students seeking an A have to participate in all class discussions, miss not more than 2 days of classes, and have perfect scores on all quizzes!  

Course Grading:

Tests (4): 20% each; total -80%
Discussions (2): 5% each; total- 10%

Creative project:-10%
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Course Texts:

 Philip J.Adler, World Civilizations, 2000,Wadsworth
Additional reading and handouts will be provided.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1.

Aug.24-26-28.

· Pre-test will be given on the first day of classes.
· Introduction to the course. 

· The sources of history and historiography. 
· Progress, chaos, cycles. Evolution: circle or spiral? 
· “Noosphere”. Ethnogenesis. 
Homework: handouts

Week 2.

Aug.31-Sep.2-Sep.4

· The mutual features of ancient cosmogonies. 

· The definitions and the ontological sense of myth.

· Mesopotamia. Sumerian Civilization. 
· Sumerian historical periods (3800 BC - 2000 BC): The Uruk period; The Jemdat Nasr period; The Early Dynastic period; The Agade period; The Ur III period.

· Sumerian Agriculture; Trade; Cities; Science; Writing. Literature. 

Homework: ch.2   

· Sumerian religion: Cosmogony. Demigods & Heroes. Death and Afterlife. The representation of the Underworld.

· Epic of Gilgamesh.
· Enuma Elish-Sumerian Legend of Creation.  
· Myth and Symbol. The story of a Great Flood in Ancient religions.

Class discussion: the symbolism of the “Epic of Gilgamesh”

Homework: ch.3; handouts
Week 3

Sep.9-11

(Monday Sept.7 – Labor Day. No classes)

· Egypt: the land of the Pharaohs. 

· The major historical periods. 

· Egyptian Religion and Art. Reverse Perspective. The Book of the Dead.
.
Homework: ch.3, handouts. 
Week 4. 
Sep.14-16-18
The Pyramids of Egypt and modern Hypothesis: Natural pyramids. Mummies, mausoleum; sacred numbers. Ancient Egypt Standard. Priests and Herodotus; The mystery of geometry; The crystal of pharaoh; The mystery of the Egyptian triangle; Molecule of water- Pythagoras- Moses- “lozohodtci”. The pyramids and organic life; The pyramids and the North Pole; The pyramids and the planets; The legends of  the Galaxy: Sirius, Orion and the ”flying” pyramids;” Apocalypse and the energy of a pyramid.

Homework: prepare for the test.
Week 5.  

Sep.21-23-25

Sep.21- TEST 1 on Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

· Ancient India. Aryans. Spiritual tradition of India: Hinduism.Buddhism.
Homework: ch.5 

Week 6.

Sep.28-30-Oct.2
· Empires of the Middle East: Assyria. Babylon. Persian Empire. Phoenicians.
Week 7.

Oct.5-7-9
· Ancient China. The great dynasties. Science and Technology. Society and culture.
· Eastern values: Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism. Truth through reason or intuition?
· Man and nature. How do the Eastern and Western approaches to virtue compare? 

From the beauty of the world toward the freedom from the world.
Class activity: Reading from the Confucian “Analects".
Homework: ch.6, handouts.
Week 8.

Oct.14-16 (OCT.12- NO CLASSES: DISCOVERY DAY) 
· India’s  Civilization. Hinduism. Buddhism. .
Week 9. 

Oct.19-21-23            OCT. 19.- TEST 2.- INDIA, CHINA, MIDDLE EAST.
· The Greeks. Greek cosmogony and mythology; Gods and Heroes.

· The Minoan and Mycenaean Ages.
Homework: ch.8, handouts. 

Week 10.

Oct.26-28-31

· Trojan War. Homer:  Iliad and Odyssey.
· Greek polis: Athens, Corinth, Sparta, Delphi, Olympia, Thebes. Sparta and the ideal of eunomia (stability)

· Athens and the ideal of isonomia (equality)
· Greek Wars: Peloponnesian and Persian wars.
Homework: ch.9, 10 handouts (will be provided).
Week 11
Nov.2-4-6
· Greek art: architecture, sculpture, frescoes, pottery. 
· Greek theater. The origin of Greek Tragedy from the Cult of Dionysus. 

· Religion of Dionysus as a “New Testament of ancient Hellenes”. Orphic mysteries. Passions of Gods and Heroes. Aristotle on Catharsis.

Homework: ch.9, handouts

Week 12

Nov.9—13    NOV.11 – VETERANS DAY – NO CLASSES
· Greek philosophy. Pre-Socratics. Socrates. Plato. Neo-Platonism.
Homework: ch.9, 10, handouts -reading from Phaedo – will be provided
Week 13

Nov. 16-18-20
NOV.16- TEST 3- GREEK CULTURE.

· Hellenistic World. Alexander the Great.

· Roman Empire. Roman culture. 
· Cicero; Virgil; Horace. Marcus Aurelius. 

· Roman Entertainments.

· Byzantine Empire..

Homework: ch.12, 13. 

Week 14

Nov.23-25

· Medieval Europe. The characteristic features of Medieval period. 
· Medieval Life. Knight, Monk, Merchant, Scholar.
· Crusades. Black Death.
Homework: Ch.14
Week  15
Nov.30-Dec.2-4

NOV. 30 - TEST 4- ROME AND MEDIEVAL EUROPE

· Rise of Islam. Islamic Culture. Science and Technology.
· Averroes; Abu-Sina; Rumi.
· Homework: handouts
Final Exam: Dec.7






