English 101-08 : Expository Writing

Instructor Name: Britton Brooks
      Email Address: britton.brooks@adjunct.chaminade.edu
      Course Description:

English 101 will provide students with both instruction and practice in the art of writing short to medium-length essays from sources. The course will focus not only on the tools of composition and academic discourse, but on the methodology of proper research as well. Students will learn how distill complex material into succinct and lucid summaries; learn the proper forms involved in quoting appropriate sources; as well as bringing together all these elements in the composition of cogent argument and compelling essay. 

      Course Objectives:

 I. Ability to demonstrate correct usage of English grammar; including not only punctuation, sentence structure, and overall mechanics, but the art of proper word choice as well. 

II. Ability to edit material numerous times to produce a quality product in the end. 

III. Ability to use pre-writing tools to help stimulate and refine ideas.

IV. Ability to both identify and wield rhetorical writing techniques successfully. 

V. Ability to research thoroughly whatever the topic assigned. 

VI. Ability to use correct MLA format within assignments.


VII. Ability to discuss in a class setting complex topics with proper academic vocabulary. 
      Required Textbooks:
I. The Norton Reader: Shorter Twelfth Edition, Linda H Peterson & John C. Brereton ed., W.W. Norton and Company, Inc., 500 Fifth Av., New York, NY, 2008

II. Writing Simplified: A Composition Guide, Norwood Selby & Pamela S. Bledsoe, Pearson Education, 2004

III. Once Were Warriors, Alan Duff, Vintage Books, USA, 1995
IV. MLA Handbook for Writers: 7th Edition, The Modern Language Association of America, New York, New York, 2009
    Assessment and Grading:
‘A’   Extraordinary scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100).

‘B’    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (80-89).

‘C’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).

‘D’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 

                       prerequisite course work   (60-69).

‘F’     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

You need a minimum of a 70% (C) to pass this course.

Coursework and Grading Breakdown:

1. Descriptive Essay 4-5 pages



15

2. Persuasion/Argument Essay 4-5 pages


15

3. Compare and Contrast Essay 4-5 pages


15

4. Narrative Essay 4-5 pages



15

5. Class Participation, Online Discussion, Group Work             25

6. Final 






15
Tentative Schedule

Week 1: Intro to course, syllabus and expectations. 

i. Sir Robinson on Creativity: Diagnostic Essay. 

ii. Writing Simplified (WS): sections 4-8, basic process of writing. 

iii. The Wildman, Architect, Carpenter, Judge. 

iv. How to Begin: WS sections 10-12, 14. 


a. Brainstorming (in-groups)


b. Free-writing: Journal and Stream-of-consciousness. 

v. Rhetorical Strategies Presentation: Into and assigning of topics. 

Week 2: 

i. Begin Talking about Descriptive Essay.

ii. WS sections 16-19, 20-27 Writing Effective Paragraphs.

iii. Norton: Maya Angelou Graduation; Margaret Atwood True North; Toni Morrison, Strangers. 

iv. Descriptive Genres Norton, pp. xxv-xxvii.

v. Work Day: 

Week 3:

i. WS: Continue 20-27, 29-35.

ii. Description and Definition Presentation (Group 1).

iii. Norton: Maya Angelou Graduation; Margaret Atwood True North; Toni Morrison, Strangers.
iv. Work Day: 

v. Descriptive Essay due.
Week 4: 

i.WS: “Fine Points”—subject-verb agreement (50-4); fragments (46-48)


ii. Descriptive Revision due. 

iii. Work Day: 

Week 5: 

i. WS: “Fine Points”—Adjectives and Adverbs (55-7), Editing and revising 54-55.

ii. Begin readings into Persuasion/Argument: Caroline Bird College is a waste of time and money, Martin Luther King Jr. Letter from a Birmingham Jail, Brent Staples Why colleges Shower Their Students with A’s.

iii. Argument and Dialectical Persuasion Presentation (Group 2) 

iv. Argumentative Genres, Norton pp. xxix-xxxii
Week 6: 

i. WS: “Fine Points”—Comma & semi-colon (58-63); Splices (48-50).

ii. Argument and Persuasion. 

iii. Scott Foresman: CH. 9-10. Handout (make handout; or give points as research topics for each group: i.e. definition of argument, claim, reason, evidence, warrants unstated beliefs, fallacies: ad hominen, circular reasoning, generalization, etc. p.140 SF.) 

iv. Work Day:

Week 7: 

i.WS: “Fine Points”—Apostrophes: its/it’s (63-65); Abbreviations and Numbers (65-69), Cause and Effect 35

ii. Argument/Persuasion Essay due.

iii. Work Day:

Week 8: 

i. WS: “Fine Points”—Quotation Marks (69-71) 

ii. Revision of Argument Persuasion Essay due. 

iii. Comparison and Contrast: Anna Quindlen Between the Sexes, a Great Divide, Alexander Petrunkevitch The Spider and the Wasp, etc. 

iv. Begin We Were Warriors.

v. Classification and Compare/Contrast Presentation (Group 3)

vi. Work Day: 
Week 9: 

i. Finish We Were Warriors.
ii. Watch We Were Warrios movie; begin Compare and Contrast Essays.
iii. WS: “Fine Points”—Quotation Marks (69-71)

iv. Work Day:

Week 10: 

i. Compare and Contrast Essay due. 

ii. Process and Chronology Presentation (Group 4) 

iii. Work Day: 

Week 11: 

i. Autobiography and Narrative.

ii. Frederick Douglass Learning to Read; E.B. White Once More to the Lake; Alice Walker Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self
iii. Narration and Example Presentation (Group 5)

iv. Work Day:  

Week 12: 

i. Continue Autobiography and Narrative: Frederick Douglass Learning to Read; E.B. White Once More to the Lake; Alice Walker Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self. 

ii. Work Day:

Week 13: 

i. Narrative Essay Due.

ii. Work Day: 

Week 14: 

i. Narrative Revision due.

ii. Work Day:

Week 15: 

i. Review, etc.

ii. Work Day

Week 16: 

i. Final on Monday Dec. 7th.
Class Participation and Daily Preparation:

EN 101 relies heavily on the discussion and lectures that occur during each class session. It is therefore imperative that every student attends every class. I will, of course, attempt to help those with legitimate reasons for missing a session, (i.e. heavy illness, tragedy, etc), yet the legitimacy of those absences is up to my discretion. 

Late Work: Late work will not be accepted in any form unless a suitable reason can be given; the legitimacy of those reasons following the same guidelines outlined above for Class Participation. 

Punctuality: While I understand the enormous busyness we all tend to live in, I expect every student to be in class on time, as any time missed will hamper much of the education this class has to offer. 

Library and Databases: 

www.chaminade.edu/library
