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Schauman

History of Modern China
HIST 442
Henry Hall 227



Kim Schauman

Class: T 2:00-4:50 pm

Office Hours: T 5-6 pm and by appt.

Office Phone: (808) 732-5402 x. 1 

Email: kim.schauman@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Course Description:


This is an introduction to modern Chinese history from the late 18th century to the present. Topics include the Manchu conquest, the end of the Qing Dynasty, the republican period, warlordism, the war against Japan, the Chinese Civil War, the establishment of the PRC, the turbulent Mao years, the economic and social reforms under Deng Xiaoping, post-Mao reform, and China in the 21st century. We will also consider China’s “other” history in art, film, and literature as possible. 
Course Learning Outcomes: 
· Knowledge of the major historical events, actors, and intellectual traditions that have shaped Chinese history from the late 18th century to modern day. 

· An ability to identify how specific political events shaped the lives of ordinary people, as well as the impact of ordinary people on the transformation of Chinese society over time.  

· An understanding of change, continuity and causality as related to the History of modern China (this is also a program learning outcome). 

· Development of critical thinking and analysis skills through reading and film discussions and related writing assignments.

Grading: 

There will be 1 Midterm, 1 Final, and a choice between 10 one-page reading reviews or a 10 page original Research Paper on a topic of your choice related to modern Chinese History.  (History majors are strongly encouraged to select the Research Paper option).  Class work includes brief reading quizzes and participation in discussions and group work.  Work is evaluated on the following point system:


Midterm 




150 pts



100 pts total



Final





150 pts



150 pts total


Reading Summaries or Research Paper
100 pts



100 pts total



Reading Quizzes



5 pts/ class


70  pts total


Class Participation



10 pts/ class


140 pts total


Geography Quizzes (2)


20 pts/ each


40 pts total


TOTAL








600 points

Final grade are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:


540–600 pts = A
480–539 pts = B
420–479 pts = C

360-–419= D
≦ 359 pts = F
Assignments:

Midterm & Final are not cumulative; the Final only covers lecture and reading material after the midterm. Both exams will consist of matching, identification, and essay questions. 

Geography Quiz: I will provide study maps to make sure that you know where in the world we are studying. 
 Research Paper: the research paper is based on a topic of your choice (must be approved by the instructor) and should be about 10 pages in length. Submit an approved topic along with a preliminary bibliography of at least five sources by Oct 13 by way of an email attachment; this will count for 10 points. Submit your thesis and the finalized bibliography by Nov 3, also as an email attachment, and you will earn another 10 points. Late thesis and bibliography assignments will not earn any point. The mini research paper itself is due on the last day of class on Dec 1. Late papers will be marked down 5% per day, and no paper will be accepted after Dec 8. 
OR

10 Reading Assignment Summaries.  These should be no less than one page in length. You may choose which ten classes to submit summaries for.  Identify the major topics covered in the readings and explore three ideas you learned from the readings.  Use quotes where appropriate. DO NOT retype exact text from the readings, this is plagarism.  Once you have identified the main ideas covered in the readings, write your reaction to them.  What interests you?  What does not? Evidence of author bias? Historical accuracy of the source? Surprises?  Connections to other readings and/ or to current events? Evidence should be cited where possible. You will receive up to ten points per reading summary.  Please edit your writing before submitting them to me.  You may email them to me or bring them to class on the day of the related discussion.  
Class Participation/Reading Quizzes: Reading Quizzes will be 5 questions long.  A score of 5/5 = 6 pts (1 bonus point for perfection); 3 or 4/5 will give you 5 points; 2/5 = 3 points, 1/5= 1 point.  Each class will have an opportunity to earn 10 participation points.  Basically, if you are paying attention and willingly participate in class work and discussions, you’ll get ten points.  I don’t expect anyone to have a problem earning these points, unless you do not attend class or decide to tune out.  

General Responsibilities: It is your responsibility to attend each class and be on time (if you are consistently late, your class participation grade will suffer), to pay attention and take notes during lectures, to read all of the assigned material before class, and to participate in discussions. Absences are only excused for scheduled university activities, health issues or serious family emergencies. If you miss an exam, you must provide documentation for your absence in order to be eligible for a make-up.
Required Texts: 

John King Fairbank and Merle Goldman, CHINA: A New History, 2nd edition.
Peter Hessler, Oracle Bones: A Journey Between China’s Past and Present.
 Supplementary Texts/Readings: (selections from these reading materials will be provided by the instructor):
Jung Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China.
Zhang Liang, The Tiananmen Papers, Andrew J. Nathan and Perry Link, eds.

Cochran, Sherman, and Andrew Hsieh, eds, One Day in China May 21, 1936.
Lu Xun, Selected Stories of Lu Xun. 
Mao Zedong, various writings.

Xinran Xinran, China Witness: Voices from a Silent Generation.

Leslie T. Chang, Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China.

Judith Shapiro, Mao’s War Against Nature.
Lecture and Reading Schedule:

1. Aug 25:

Introduction

 
Five Thousand Years of History in One Day


In class reading only. 

2. Sept 1: 

The Manchu Conquest and Consolidation


; Qianlong and the Sino-Centric World; Paradox of 



Growth without development



Fairbank & Goldman, 143-186.
3.  Sept. 8:

First Clash with the West;


Rebellion & Restoration ; & Geography Quiz I 

F & G pp. 187- 216, Wild Swans pp. 21-94.
4. Sept 15:

Early modernization and the decline of Qing Power; The 


Republican revolution (The End of Dynasty)

F& G pp. 217-254, Wild Swans pp. 95-140.
5. Sept 22:

The New Republic; The May Fourth Movement; Nanjing 


Government


F& G pp. 255-293, Wild Swans pp.tba. 
6. Sept 29:

MIDTERM 


no reading
7. Oct 6:
 
Second Coming of Chinese Communist Party; China’s War



of Resistance, China in World War II 


F& G pp. 294-342, Wild Swans pp. tba.  
8. Oct 13:

The People’s Republic of China; Great Leap Forward




F & G pp. 343-382, Wild Swans pp. tba


Research Paper Topic & Preliminary Bibliography Due
9. Oct 20:

The Cultural revolution part 1 & Geography Quiz II


F& G pp. 383-405, Thirty Years in a Red House pp. tba.

10. Oct 27: 

The cultural revolution part ii


Thirty Years in a Red House pp. tba.  
11: Nov 3:

Post-mao reform era Part I 


F & G pp. 407-470, selections from Tiananmen Papers


Research Paper Thesis & Final Bibliography Due
12. Nov 10:

 Post Mao Reform era Part II. 



Selections from Tiananmen Papers



Oracle Bones pp.3-100.
13: Nov 17:

 china and taiwan; tibet; xinjiang

 


Oracle Bones, pp. 101-220.  

14. Nov 24:

 China in the 21st century: social & cultural


Oracle Bones, pp. 221-368.


Factory Girls selected readings.



China Witness selected readings.
15. Dec 1:

China in the 21st century: environmental


Oracle Bones, pp. 368-458.


Mao’s War Against Nature selected readings. 


Research Papers Due in Class
16. Dec 8:

FINAL EXAM
PAGE  

