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Senior Capstone Course

Course Description:

This three unit Senior Seminar allows students the opportunity to reflect upon writing projects undertaken throughout the English major course of study. As such, the seminar is also designed as a primary means of outcome assessment for students in the English program. Each student must demonstrate summative competence through the completion of a Senior Portfolio: a series of papers that have been previously submitted to English CUH English courses. While more specific assignment descriptions will be distributed, the overall goal of the Portfolio is to allow the student to evaluate, revise, and edit her or his own work. The portfolio project will include a representative sample of writing genres, which may include fiction, poetry, critical, and literary essays.  

Required Texts:

1. Falling into Theory: Conflicting Views on Reading Literature by David H. Richter 

2.  Portfolio Keeping: A Guide for Students 

         by Nedra Reynolds and Rich Rice 

Additional readings will be available on ecollege.

Learning Outcomes

English Program Learning Outcomes 

      Students who complete this program will demonstrate

1. a proficiency in writing through an analytical literary research paper.

2. a proficiency in creative writing through an original production of poetry, fiction, or non-fiction.

3. the ability to define various literary critical approaches and apply them to given texts.

4. the ability to define, identify, and articulate major movements/periods in British  and American literature.

5. the ability to critically analyze significant authors, texts, and issues in British and American literature. 

English 499 Outcomes and Assessment

The program assessment for the English Discipline Outcomes are linked to student coursework (student course learning outcomes) and will be implemented and compiled in the Senior Seminar capstone course (EN 499).

Each student will submit a portfolio that contains the following:

1. An introduction letter

2. An analytical literary research paper with revisions

3. An original work of poetry, fiction, or non-fiction

4. A paper that applies a critical approach to a text

5. An essay that demonstrates student knowledge of one or several periods in British literature. The student must cite specific authors and texts.

6. An essay that demonstrates student knowledge of one or several periods in American literature. The student must cite specific authors and texts. 

Students should access the discipline rubric created for EN 499 Senior Seminar Portfolio Requirements and Grading Criteria.   (Please see Appendix A)
Course Expectations:

 

Students are expected to: complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, participate in revision workshops and to offer thoughtful contributions during discussions with instructor.

 

The course requirements include regular participation, a variety of informal writings, independent research and revision, and submission of a Senior Capstone portfolio. 

 

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2009-10 General Catalogue.

  

I am available for consultation by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.

 

Submission Guidelines:

Essays are due at 2:00 p.m. on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. 

 

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please contact me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and submit a complete and revised portfolio to pass this course. 

Assignment Distribution:

 

Attendance and Participation (Homework, In-Class Writings, Discussion, Research appointments) 10%

Revised Seminar Length Essay (20 pages) 20% 
Short Presentation 5% 

Final Portfolio Presentation 5%

Senior Portfolio 


--introductory letter (10%)


--literary research paper (10%)


--original creative work (10%)


--critical analysis essay (10%)


--British literature essay (10%)


--American literature essay (10%)

                                   

Appendix A.
Portfolio Rubric for Senior Seminar (EN 499)
	Points
	Summary and Application of  Researched Literary Sources and Critical Theory to a text
	Clarity and Rhetoric
	Organizational Development 
	Grammar and Mechanics

	A
	Accurate assessment (summary and paraphrase) of critical theory and the  correct application of that theory to a given text OR the correct integration of that theory in a literary research paper 
	The goal of the paper is clear.  The language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.   
	The paper displays a clear organizational structure which includes an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.
	The paper uses correct MLA documentation and contains few (1-3) errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	B
	Same as above, however the summary introduction of the text is accurate but not as concise.
	Same as above.
	Same as above.
	The paper may contain (4-7) errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	C
	The summary of the theory may be correct; however, the application of the theory is not clear or correct for the selected text OR the integration of the theory does not fit the literary research paper.  
	The rhetorical techniques may present less than a logical application.  Or additional techniques should have been used in the paper.
	Same as above.
	The paper contains grammar and punctuation errors (4-7)and a few minor documentation errors (1-3).

	D
	The summary of the critical theory in incorrect.
	Same as above.
	The paper lacks a clear organizational structure (topic sentences and transitions).
	The “works cited” page is not in MLA format.

	F
	It is unclear That any critical theory is being presented in the paper.
	It is unclear what techniques are in use.
	The purpose of the paper/thesis is unclear.
	No “works cited” page was included in the paper.


