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	Catalog Description.
	PH 100 Introduction to Philosophy (3)
A study of the nature of philosophical thought and methods by examining actual examples from a selection of Classical Greek, medieval Christian, and modern European philosophers. Students will develop an understanding of the ways in which western culture functions. Offered every semester.

	 
	


	Course objectives.
	This course runs from August 24th to December 4th. 

Like most things there are two ways to do philosophy: either learn how it was done by others, or do it oneself. In this course the emphasis is on doing it oneself. When you do anything yourself, there are two things that you can expect. You make a lot of mistakes and you repeat a lot of steps. These are true of philosophy as well. 

But why it is important to do it yourself rather than just learning how to do it by looking to others like Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Descartes, Kant, Hume, Mill, or Wittgenstein, just to mentions only few of its practitioners? What is different between doing the history of how these problems were handled by others and doing it yourself? The advantage is that you know the subject more intimately by doing it yourself. The progress may be slow but you learn the valuable lesson that there are problems that arise from the way you think about anything, and often these problems do not have solutions in the same way as problems like multiplication or plumbing or finding food. They have solutions that we can live with, but they are only practical solutions not ultimate solutions. 

In this course we shall address six particular set of issues or problems or themes of philosophy. But before we do that we shall discuss the smaller book, PHILOSOPHY by Edward Craig and note what it says about the subject. We will while talking about this book also note the three examples of philosophical investigations that it regards as important: the nature of Socratic inquiry by studying the Platonic dialogue of Crito, Hume,s inquiry in to the nature of miracles, and the conversation between king Milinda and the Buddhist philosopher Nagasena. The book also summarizes some recurrent themes and schools of thought for us together with a look at the importance of Descartes, Hegel, Darwin and Nietzsche. The author's discussion of the study of philosophy, what is in it, and for whom is very enlightening.  

Then we will study the David Papineau book PHILOSOPHY and the details of its six chapters. First will be on how philosophers talk of the world. Here our concern will be to get clear on how the real is distinguished from the unreal. Second will be the theme of the mind and body, how mind is not a ghostly entity. But we should understand how what happens in the brain is represented by what we call the mind.  Third will be the area of knowledge and what we mean by knowing something. There is one kind of knowing in which we know by acquaintance. There is another kind of knowing which is by description. How different are they, and which one can we trust? Fourth will be the area of faith and the meaning of life and the question of real and the unreal. Do the many general terms, with which we describe things and events in the world, exist?  Here we shall look at the ideas of God or gods, immortality, miracles, what is meant by afterlife, and a host of issues, all very troublesome. Fifth will be the area of ethics and aesthetics or matters concerning how we discuss what is good and beautiful and specifically whether there is any particular way in which we ought to live. Sixth will be area of other people, and the society in which all of us are born and live our lives. What is important about society and how we should think of social authority, freedom, human rights, crime, ownership and all such problems? 

The first book covers the traditional field of philosophy. This traditional filed is constituted of Logic, Epistemology, Metaphysics, Ethics and aesthetics. 








	 
	


	The method of teaching
	Every student should get a license to use the LIVE-TEXT as well as E-COLLEGE. I shall use these concurrently with the face to face method to teach these classes. It helps those who cannot make it to class on time, or can't make to class at all for what ever reasons. Those who are in sports and has many things to do,  those who are sick, and just for anyone who wants to keep track of what is going on in class when they cannot not make it to class. No page by page reading of the text in class will be done, but I shall explain the key ideas and you should try to read the text by yourself. If you don't understand something you can always reach me by e-mail crunni@yahoo.com or by cell-phone 8085614155 and I will gladly explain anything to you. 


	 
	


	Text Book(s).
	1. PHILOSOPHY, By, Edward Craig, Oxford, ISBN 0192854216
2. PHILOSOPHY, Ed.,David Papineau, Oxford, ISBN 9780195368857


	 
	


	Requirements.
	It is the student's responsibility to keep up with the classes, what happens in each class, what the discussions are and so forth, although every effort will be made to put on line a summary of these matters. It is very important that you take all the tests and homework that you are to do. These will be posted here on this site. The following events are important and please remember the tests and their dates. You will see that the course is divided in to four parts each ending in a test of the materials covered in that section.

Test (1) on September 18th is the fourth week's test it is worth 20 points; test (2) on October 9th and it is worth 20 points; test (3) on the October 13th and it is worth 20 points; test (4) on November 16th and it is worth 20 points.


I will give 10 points just for taking the assessment project which is in the form of a test and is taken sometime in October. This is a project you should take on the live-text and the materials that pertains to this project will be posted on the live-text. Please get a license to use the live-text from the department secretary Cassandra. Her telephone number is 8087354826. The exact date and the details will be announced later.  

An additional 10 points is given for the final examination. But if you have been doing well in the class and have been posting your home work assignments regularly, and I am convinced that you are a student who can do philosophy then you will be exempted from the final examination. On November 23rd there is a written project that will be posted both on e-college and on live-text which is in the form of a home work which I recommend you do well. This test and the final contains exactly the same points and if you do well in this test and you have been doing well in the course as a whole, I shall exempt you form the final examination to be given during the week of the finals. That project contains the questions that I shall ask in the final examination.

Additionally there will be one assessment project which every student ought to do and this assessment is posted on the live-text for which you will have to get a license.  The assessment will be sometime in October and the date will be announced later in class. Please contact the faculty secretary Cassandra if you need help with this. 

	 
	


	Grading.
	The class is divided in to four parts. Each part has homework and exam. Each exam with home work will be worth 20% of the final so the four exams and homework together will be 80% of the final grade. The remaining 20% will be distributed across the comprehensive examination, the final, and the class assignment project. The meaning of each letter grade is explained in the catalog for the university. Every one should read it. But briefly an A in the course stands for outstanding scholarship and unusual initiative. The grade of B is given to any student who has shown competent scholarship in the course. The grade of C is given for the student who is average in his understanding of the course.  Finally a D is given for less than average performance and an F for failure to
meet even the minimum requirements of the course. A practical way is to look at the scores: A=100-90;B=89-80;C=79-70;D=69-60;F=Below 60 


	 
	


	Disclaimer
	The student should constantly keep in touch with this site. In the announcement section of this site I will post all important events and changes to the syllabus. It is the student's responsibility to keep in touch with the site through which all announcements are made. The point system I will adapt for the course in matters of grading will constantly be adjusted to suite the type of students that take this class. The syllabus is written before the class forms and before any personal knowledge of students. So after the class forms and after I get to know the students in the class the syllabus in many instances will be personalized to suite the individual interest of the student and the testing procedure will be also be adjusted. Students should be aware that there are a number of reasons for the instructor to make changes in the syllabus. 


	 
	



