MUSIC 150  CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY CHORUS

FALL Semester,  2009

EIBEN HALL 201 (Ching Conference Center) 

TUESDAYS 5:30-7:00pm

Instructor:  Dr. Timothy Carney




Office:  Eiben 206
   Phone:  735–4865   Home Phone:  261- 6495

Email:  tcarney@chaminade.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The chorus meets Tuesday evenings from 5:30-7:00 pm in Ching Conference Center for rehearsals.    You may participate in the Chorus as a member of the class, for credit, or without credit for enjoyment only.  The chorus is open to all Chaminade students, faculty, staff, and members of the greater Honolulu community.  You may repeat the class as many times as you like, as content changes each semester. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. to learn the basics of beautiful, healthy singing in a group setting.


2. to explore a wide variety of choral music.


3. to enjoy the process of rehearsing and performing choral music.


4. to learn some of the basics of musical notation and terminology.


5. to discern stylistic differences between composers and historic periods for the music we are studying.


6. to reflect on your experiences with the music we sing, and to develop a sense of music’s place in society and in your life.

CONCERT DATES: Black History Month, Feb. 10 4pm MRO

Murder Mystery:  Feb. 29, 6pm Ching

Semester Recital: Tues. April 22 or 29, 7pm Ching.

REQUIREMENTS/CLASSROOM GUIDELINES:  As this is a group activity, you are expected to be present and on time each week, and stay for the entire class.  Unlike some lecture classes where you can work independently and may not have to attend every class, a choir depends for its success on everyone being present and working together. Please be considerate of your fellow singers by being reliable and prompt.  Turn your cell phones and pagers to silent mode. Please do not bring food to class.  

GRADING: 

Attendance and active participation  




70 %

Participation in Dress Rehearsal and Concert (no partial credit; must attend both.) 








30 % 

There are 14 classes in the semester; 

Each absence from a regular rehearsal will lower your final grade by 5 points. 

A=90 or above

B=82-89

C=72-82

D=66-72

F=65 or below

Based on this scale, you must attend a minimum of 7 rehearsals plus the Dress rehearsal and Concert to pass the class.

CONCERT AND DRESS REHEARSAL

30% of your grade is based on your participation in the dress rehearsal and concert.

This is to insure that we can count on everyone for our performance and that we will sound our best.  The final class of the semester is also required, as that is when all music is returned, evaluations are filled out, and any other end-of-semester business is taken care of…please help by planning to be at every class this semester.

SIGN IN EACH WEEK  Please sign in each week by initialing the attendance sheet. Do not allow someone to initial the attendance sheet for you; academic dishonesty will be dealt with appropriately, as provided by University policy. 

PARTICIPATION IN A CHOIR: As your grade depends on both attendance and active participation, I offer the following guidelines for active participation; these are standard guidelines for participation in any choral ensemble.

•Sing at all times when your section or the entire chorus is asked to sing.  

•Follow the printed score (singing entirely ‘by ear’ or ‘by rote’ is not permitted), know what page we are on at all times, so you are able to sing the passage we are working on.

•Listen carefully while you are singing in order to blend with your fellow singers.  Do not sing too loudly, but sing with enough energy to be heard.

•You are encouraged to ask questions if you do not understand a term or instruction.

• Use good posture while sitting or standing. (do not cross your legs or lean against walls.) This is for healthy singing and positive body language and performance presentation.  

• Hold your music high enough so that you can see both the music and the conductor.  Do not obscure your face with the music or look down into it.

Performing Arts Program Outcomes

Bold items below refer to outcomes in this course, MU 150

Upon completion of this program students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. The basic terminology and techniques used in the performing arts.

2. The history and development of the performing arts, particularly the development of the art forms, styles and genres.

3. The skills used in the performing arts in a hands-on, practical experience within a learning community in music and/or theatre.

4. The major actors, directors, musicians, and other artists who have contributed to music and the theatre.

5. Critiquing a performance and the rules for criticism in the performing arts.

Teaching Goals

1. Giving clear and proper direction to students as a faculty mentor in the performing arts.

2. Facilitating worthwhile interaction among students with plays, musical scores and the learning community that develops around the production

