CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY
ED 405 K – 12 Math Methods for Special Education
Spring 2007
 
Location:      online
Instructor:    Shaun Dunn
Phone: 524-5761(h)/733-4832(DOE)                  
Email:            sdmodeller@aol.com (personal e-mail)
Shaun_Dunn@notes.k12.hi.us (Lotus Notes)
 
Office Hours:  e-mail requests will be answered every evening (hopefully…I do have a life…)    Don’t write the Chaminade email…I never check it…       
 
Required Text: 
Tucker, B. F., Singleton, A. H., & Weaver, T. L. (2005). Teaching Mathematics to All Children: Designing and Adapting Instruction to Meet the Needs of Diverse Learners (2nd edition). Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall. ISBN 0131175742
 
Catalog Course Description: This course provides an overview and application of best practice mathematics instructional approaches, strategies, techniques, and assessment methods for students with mild/moderate disabilities in K-12 settings.
 
Learner Outcomes:
1. Demonstrate competency in mathematical content knowledge. (HTSB 5) 

2. Plan and implement mathematics lessons that engage students in active, hands-on, problem-based learning experiences. (HTSB 7; CEC 7) 

3. Use multiple types of assessments to identify exceptional learning needs. (HTSB 8; CEC 8). 

4. Analyze student work to diagnose misconceptions. (HTSB 8; CEC 8) 

5. Select, adapt and use instructional strategies and materials for teaching mathematics to students with exceptional learning needs.  (HTSB 1, 3;  CEC 4) 

6. Engage in group problem solving to develop, implement and evaluate collaborative activities. (HTSB 9; CEC 10) 

 
Assessment:
Weekly Discussion and Assignments                                60
Mathematics Unit Plan                                                         40
 
Grading Scale
            A:  90 – 100               B:  80 –  89                C:  70 – 79
 
Course Policies
Participation
This course is organized into 10 sessions. Participants should plan to spend approximately 4½ hours per week online (or more, as skills, Internet and time permit) exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments. In addition, participants should plan to spend additional time offline, reading the course text, researching the final project, and reflecting about the course concepts. This is an online course so the burden falls squarely on your shoulders to get assignments done. This is both a blessing and a curse. I have taken many of these courses, and being a people person has sometimes felt out of touch. If you need that contact please do not feel threatened…call. The only stupid question is the one I will ask you…”Why didn’t you call when you first had this question or problem?” Please make time for school. If you do not passing becomes impossible. The terms are too short to fall behind.
 
Assignments and Rubrics
Please submit assignments as directed. If assignments are submitted incorrectly (e.g., discussions posted in the wrong week) you may not receive credit. Please remember that postings to the discussion board are open to all course participants; discussion should be professional and respectful of others. Individual assignments should be as email attachments to the instructor privately by the assigned due date, unless directed to post and respond in the specified assignment.  They will be graded and returned via email. If you do not receive a grade from me within a week, please contact me to verify that I have indeed received your materials.
Late Work
Late work is generally not accepted. If your weekly assignments must be late, please email me via email privately using either of the e-mail addresses listed above regarding your need to be late. Valid reasons might include serious illness or emergency. Being busy or having computer problems is not considered a valid excuse.  You must contact me PRIOR to the due date to make the necessary arrangements for the lateness of the project or it will be recorded as a zero.  
 
Institutional and Academic Policies (See University Catalog)
Academic Honesty 
Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated. 
Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a university official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism. 
 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following: 
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 
3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 
 
Attendance 
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. They should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should officially withdraw from all affected courses. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade.
 
Weekly Assignment

There will be weekly discussion questions. These usually do not have a “right” answer. They are to get you thinking like a teacher, looking at teaching problems and issues. You may say that you are not a math teacher, well neither am I. Do I teach math? Every day. You cannot teach music, art, English, science or history without math. As a teacher you should spend time outside your little box of curriculum if the students want to learn something. I taught biology, but when the movie 300 came out, I spent a week teaching the battle of Thermopylae, because the kids WANTED to learn about it. So back to point at hand, the discussions. Your response is to be brief, 2 paragraphs tops, professional, and PLEASE do not quote the book back at me. I already read it. Use your words, not theirs. This is worth 2 points, and due by midnight Friday of the week it is assigned.  Then you will post 2 count ‘em two responses to other people’s posts, each worth 2 points for a grand total of 6 points per week. These are due by midnight Sunday of the week assigned.
Mathematics Unit                                                               
Select a topic that is developmentally appropriate for the students you teach, and plan a unit to develop the necessary knowledge and skills, using strategies appropriate to the students’ needs. The good news is that this math unit will be part of the thematic unit you are developing for ED 441.  Notice there are NO assessments in the unit. You’ll write them later, so don’t do it now. I did, and had to redo them when I learned the right way to do them. The unit must consist of the following components:
 
	Required Components
	Points

	Overview of the unit, including
Goals.
General description of unit activities.
Connections to other subjects and to the real world
Connection to the state standards
	4

	Learning outcomes that are
Measureable and related to IEP objectives
 
	4

	Lesson Plans  (minimum of 10) that meet the following standards: 
Connected to learning outcomes.
Employ instructional strategies that engage students in active, hands-on, problem-based learning experiences.
Include exploratory or developmental, practice, and application activities (not necessarily all in the same lesson).
Are sequenced to develop the students’ understanding.
	20

	Adaptations for diverse learning needs.
	4

	List of available resources, which may include manipulatives, games, websites, children’s literature, and journal articles.
	4

	List of references to textbooks and/or other resources used in planning the unit, in APA style.
	4

	Total 
	40


 
