COURSE#315  CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES
                   SUMMER SESSION II, 2009
Instructor:  David Anderson  (cell:  366-4366)                 Humanities:  Henry 206-P / #735-4867    

E-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu





  Internet / E-College  

Office Hours:   daily upon request                                                                            3 credit course

Catalogue Description
Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the Letters of Paul.

They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection upon

the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their

presence and application within the continuing Christian Tradition.

GOAL

To provide insight into & invite appreciation for the person and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth,

as found in the writings of the New Testament.  Within scope of early Christianity’s belief &

praxis, evidenced in diverse communities and moments – with both unity & pluriformity, –

this course aims to present New Testament times & literature as a rich mosaic of Christianity’s

primal era.  The course seeks to provide a base for and suggest a key toward evaluating all

church history that follows upon the Jesus event.

OBJECTIVES

1) to examine the history, literature & religion of Christianity in its earliest stages,

with a view toward identifying the essential beliefs & values which emerged in light of

Jesus & in context of both Judaism & the Greco-Roman world.

2) to survey this varied body of literature & school of authors, highlighting their function

as enduring foundational documents for both church & civilization

3) to contrast the different images of Jesus as the Christ contained in the documents,

discerning both their common & particular features which invite & direct humankind

towards a faith that is both understandable & livable

4) to probe the world of contemporary biblical scholarship, utilizing the historical critical

method, to better note the literary and theo-moral legacy of early Christianity which

reaches from antiquity to modernity

5) to acknowledge the New Testament Way of Holiness, which links Christians of all ages 

and is correlative to other religious ways & traditions, peoples & movements within history

Requirements

1) participation in all weekly course postings

2) completion of all assignments & projects as given throughout the course

3) satisfactory completion of  final examination 

Recommendations

1) completion of assigned readings

2) research & reading of extra materials relevant to the course

3) participative presence in the course through substantive postings

Week
     Dates
           Course Material
   I.          6/29-7/5          
Course Introduction





The Pre-History of Jesus  [posted notes]









The Jesus of History (I)  [posted notes]

II.         7/6-7/12

The Jesus of History (II)  [posted notes]





Formation of the Christian Scriptures [Text:  1-30 & posted notes]





The Writings of Paul (I)  [Text:  31-53 & posted notes]

 III.       7/13-7/19

The Writings of Paul (II)  [Text:  54-79 / 201-219 & posted notes]





The Acts of the Apostles  [Text:  179-200 & posted notes]





Introduction to the Gospels  [Text:  80-88 / 110-112 & posted notes]

 IV.         7/20-/26

The Gospel of Mark  [Text:  89-109 & posted notes]





The Gospel of Matthew  [Text:  113-135 & posted notes]





The Gospel of Luke  [Text:  136-156 & posted notes]

V.          7/27-8/2

The Gospel of John  [Text: 157-178 & posted notes]

 



The Letters of John  [Text:  239-246 & posted notes]





The Book of Revelation  [Text:  247-259 & posted notes]

  VI.          8/3-8/7

The Other Apostolic Letters  [Text:  221-238 / 260-264 & posted notes]





Conclusion

__________________________________________________________________________________

 Course Text:   An Introduction to the New Testament for Catholics
                          by Joseph F. Kelly / Liturgical Press / Collegeville, MN / 2006.


Grading Method:  
40%  course postings 
/  40%  course paper  /  20%  final exam

Weekly Postings:  students are to make at least one weekly posting in response to the posted

                               material & questions.  The postings are to be made within the assigned



       week’s material.  Postings placed after the week’s material will be graded

                               late.  This is to keep all students engaged in the course material as it unfolds

                               and to keep the dialogue between students current.

Course Paper:  a ten page paper on any theme relevant to the study of the Christian Scriptures


  is to be submitted at the end of the week 6 (by August 7th) using the following

format:
*double-spaced typing          ** topics do not need to be approved

1) Title Page (p 1)

2) Presentation of Topic (pgs 2-6)


3) Reason for Selecting Topic (p.7)


4) Relevance of Topic to Today’s World (p.8)

5) Footnotes (p.9)


6) Bibliography (p.10)
