RE425 – RELIGION, SCIENCE & THE MODERN PROSPECT                   SPRING EVENING, 2009
PH425 – RELIGION AND SCIENCE                                                                  SPRING EVENING, 2009
Instructor:  David Anderson   (Home:  947-8922 – Humanities Office:  Henry 206 – P / #735-4867)
[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu]   Office Hours:  upon request  -  E-College  -   3 credit course
                                                                                                      
Catalogue Description: 
This course probes the developing interface between religion and science in the modern period.
Special attention is given to major ideas and issues in the natural and social sciences, drawing out 
their religious implications.  The course is designed to help students in the philosophical construction 
of their own worldviews, in realization that science and religion need not be viewed as separate 
arenas locked in conflict, but rather as dialogue partners sharing domains of mutual interest:  
the universe, the earth, humanity and an array of challenging prospects for the future.  This course
advocates for students to become globally aware and ethically engaged citizens, valuing the vision 
and insights of significant scientists and religionists.  
  
Goal:  to survey the spheres of science and religion in light of modernity, and to advocate for 
formulation of a coherent world picture which does justice to both. Varied dimensions of reality 
will be examined through the eyes of scientists and theologians in hopes of attaining that enhanced 

perception which issues forth in a globally aware, ethically engaged and spiritually empowered 
humanity.  Students will engage both the knowledge and culture of modernity, with some critique 
thereof, and assess future prospects for mutuality between the fields of science and religion.
 
Objectives:
1) to examine the tensive relation religion and science, noting the parameters for dialogue
    between them, yet cognizant of their attendant limitations and appropriate differentials
2) to weigh the contributions of significant scientists and religionists in the modern period,
    as well as the movements and agendas associated with their insights and efforts
3) to conjoin the natural and social sciences with diverse religious perspectives to help form
    a foundational worldview that is both religiously meaningful and scientifically sound 
4) to survey the cosmos in both macro and micro dimensions, advocating for the collective,
    co-operative and continuing quest for truth, goodness and beauty – essential components
    of true humanism and enduring religion    
5) to acknowledge human beings as participants in a cosmic process which values both the
    physical and the spiritual, the earthly and the heavenly, the one and the many, the human 
    and the non-human, the temporal and the eternal
 
Requirements:
1) weekly participation on the E-College course site regarding assigned work / postings, etc.
2) reading of text and other materials relevant to this course of study
3) satisfactory completion of course exams and projects

Recommendations:
1) reflection on all course materials, assigned and otherwise
2) timely and appropriate course postings
3) full participation in this enterprise of interdisciplinary & collaborative learning  

Week            Course Content                                               _                                              
     I.                 Introduction  
[4/6-4/12]        Worldviews / Holistic Education / Enlightenment & Evolution                                         
                        Contrast:  Medieval vs Modern Worldviews                                                   
    II.                Relationship of Religion & Science:  History & Models  
[4-13-19]         The Story of Evolution:  Astronomy / Biology                                                  
   III.                Human Evolution
[4/20-4/26]      Planetization                                                                                                   
    IV.               The United Nations:  Charter / Declaration of Human Rights / Related Issues
[4/27-5/3]        Earth Charter / Eco-Theology / Animal Rights                                               
     V.               The Anthropic Principle & Intelligent Design
[5/4-5/10]        The Altruistic Species vs The Selfish Gene                                                     
    VI.               Evolution & Christianity             
[5/11-17]          Cosmic Christology:  Jesus, the Evolver                                                         
    VII.              Evolution & Death
[5/18-5/24]       Original Sin & People of the Lie                                                                      
   VIII.              Evolution & The Eastern Religions:  Hinduism & Buddhism
[5/25-5/31]       Evolution & Islam                                                                                           
    IX.                Scientists & Religionists
[6/1-6/7]           The New Atheism                                                                                           
     X.                 Happiness & Hope
[6/8-6/14]         Conclusion                                                                                                    
Course Text:   The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos (Humanity and the New Story).
                         by Brian Swimme (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 1996)
 
Grading Method:       45%  weekly postings  [9 weekly postings (weeks 1 thru 9) – each 5%]               
                                     35%  course paper                              
        20%  final exam           
                               
My Worldview :  14 page paper (typed, double-spaced) – due the end of Week Nine 
1) Title Page:  My Worldview  [or a title the equivalent thereof]  (page 1)
2) Table of Contents  [Sequential Outline of Paper]   (page 2)
3) Worldview Presentation   [Selected Quotes for each component of outline, followed by a 
    Personal Reflection segment]  (pages 3-12)
4) Footnotes (page 13)
5) Bibliography (page 14) 
 
Final Exam:  date & place to be determined by the AUP Administration   (tba)
  Note to Students
 
All courses within the Religious Studies Department have established the following
 
                       Discipline Teaching Goals
 Goal One:
To promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition 
by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, 
and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation
 Goal Two:
To promote the integral growth and development of both faculty and students as moral and 
spiritual persons
 Goal Three:  
To foster an understanding of the correlation and interaction between religions and cultures, 
particularly as lived by the peoples of the Hawaiian Islands and Pacific Rim
 
Student Learning Outcomes:  to demonstrate an understanding of   
1)      Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader 
        Christian and human traditions
2)      Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions 
3)      Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition 
4)      the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education for 
       service, social justice and peace 
5)      the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values 
6)      the uniqueness of Hawaii & the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions 

Outcomes for RE/PH 425:   in some sense all of the above outcomes, but most specifically 
this course seeks to present the Catholic Intellectual Tradition’s reception of & response to
modern science – its views about cosmic origins, the place & task of mankind within the cosmos 
and the God who stands behind the creation.  Catholic theology’s position on these matters will be 
considered in relation to global human and religious traditions.  Ethical values and moral visions 
will be factored-in to the whole personal human and cosmic drama.  It is my hope that this course
contributes to the University’s missional goal of informing & forming students who are becoming
academically enlightened, spiritually enriched, globally aware and ethically engaged.
 Course Assessment
Student Program Learning Outcomes are linked to and assessed individually through specific 
components of coursework:  weekly on-line postings of thoughts, comments and questions, 
submission of course paper in an on-line & e-mail format, and satisfactory completion of the 
final examination.
 

Required Readings:    materials may be read either before, during, or after each week's posted 
notes by the professor, and reading assignments may be modified as the course unfolds

Week I
1)  The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos (Humanity and the New Story)  by Swimme :  pgs 1-54
2)  Beyond the Enlightenment by Tu Weiming  from This Sacred Earth:  pgs 316-329
 
Week II
1)  The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos (Humanity and the New Story) by Swimme:   pgs 55-112
2)  Film:  The Cosmic Voyage
3)  Is Religion Opposed to Science from Science & Religion by Haught:   ch 1 pgs 9-26

Week III
1)  Astronomy from The Canon by Angier:  ch 9  pgs 235-264
2)  Evolutionary Biology from The Canon by Angier:  ch 6 pgs 147-182
3)  Film:  An Inconvenient Truth
 
Week IV      [if not possible to read all, please read as much as you can of this material]
1)  Appendix:  Charter of the UN from The UN & Changing World Politics:  pgs 263-284
2)  The UN in World Politics from The UN in the 21st Century by Mingst & Karns:  ch 1 pgs 1-15
3)  Appendix D:  UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights pgs 396-399
4)  The Evolution of International Human Rights ch 10 pgs 282-310
5)  Appendix A:  Earth’s Charter from Global Civilization by Boff:  pgs 75-82 
6)  Appendix B:  The Ages of Globalization from Global Civilization by Boff:  pgs 83-88

Week V
1)  Introduction & Ch 1 Altruism Defined from The Altruistic Species:  pgs 3-19 & 23-53
2)  Ch 3 The Perspective of Evolutionary Biology from The Altruistic Species:  pgs 92-123 
3)  Ch 7 Cultivating Our Altruistic Identity from The Altruistic Species:  pgs 233-263
4)  In Defense of Intelligent Design from The Oxford Handbook of Rel & Sci by Dembski: pgs 715-731
 
Week VI
1)  Evolutionary Aspects of Faith in Jesus from Biblical Faith by Theissen:  pgs 105-128
2)  Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor by Boff:  ch 7, 8, 9  pgs 140-186
 
Week VII
1)  Evolutionary Remembering from This Sacred Earth by Seed & Fleming:  pgs 554-557
2)  Catch-up Reading

Week VIII
1)  Globalization & The Question of Justice from This Sacred Earth by Mananzan:  pgs 688-694
2)  To Save All Beings – Buddhist Environmental Activism from This Sacred Earth by Kaza: pgs 330-350
3)  Islamic Response to the Manifest Ecological Crisis from This Sacred Earth by Ammar:  pgs 285-299
4)  Islamic Environmental Ethics, Law & Society from This Sacred Earth by IzziDeen:  pgs 158-167
5)  Sri Aurobindo from Wikipedia
 
Week IX
1)  Buddhism & Science from The Oxford Handbook of Religion & Science by Wallace:  pgs 24-40
2)  Islam & Science from The Oxford Handbook of Religion & Science by Nasr:  pgs 71-86
3)  Atheism & Science from The Oxford Handbook of Religion & Science by Atkins:  pgs 125-136
 
Week X
1)  Catch-up Reading
 
Optional Films for Viewing       [a short list!]
Cosmic Voyage by IMAX
The Universe (Season One) by the History Channel
The Universe (Season Two) by the History Channel
Origins (Fourteen Billion Years of Cosmic Evolution) by NOVA
Blue Planet by IMAX
Planet Earth by BBC Video  
Sacred Planet by Walt Disney
Earth (The Biography) by BBC Video
The Privileged Planet (The Search for Purpose in the Universe) by Illustra Media
Hyperspace (From the Birth of the Universe to the End of Our World) by BBC Video
The Living Sea by IMAX / Image Entertainment
The Global Brain / The White Hole in Time by Peter Russell
Unlocking the Mystery of Life (The Scientific Case for Intelligent Design) by Illustra Media
Icons of Evolution (The Growing Scientific Controversy Over Darwin) by Cold Water Media
Evolution (The Series as seen on PBS) by WGBH Boston Video
Cosmos (The Series as seen on PBS) by Carl Sagan
Contact by Warner Bros
Broken Promises (The United Nations at 60) by Citizens United Foundation
Hotel Rwanda (A True Story) by MGM / Lions Gate Entertainment
The Last King of Scotland by 20th Century Fox
Blood Diamond by Warner Bros
The Power of One  by Warner Bros / Regency enterprises
Gandhi by Columbia Tristar
Romero 
Lumumba by Zietgeist Video
Encounter Point by Typecast Releasing / JustVision
Promises by New Yorker Video
