CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

COURSES

COM 371 Communications Practicum (3 credits)




COM 371L Communications Practicum Lab (1 credit)




COM 471 Communications Practicum II (3 credits)




COM 471L Communication Practicum Lab II (1 credit)

SEMESTER

Fall Semester 2009 (Aug. 24 – Dec. 10)

INSTRUCTOR
Dr. Chad Blair

E-MAIL

robert.blair@adjunct.chaminade.edu

PHONE

394-7164 (only when necessary, please)

TIME, PLACE
M & F, 3 - 5:50 p.m.




Eiben Hall Computer Lab (127A)

OFFICE HOURS
During and immediately following class

*** SYLLABUS & SCHEDULE *** (Note: Subject to change)

CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION:

COM 371/L Communication Practicum (3+1)
Practical experience in newspaper production, including writing, editing and photojournalism. Course includes peer mentoring and supervision opportunities. Prerequisite, EN 102, COM 101, COM 274 and COM 378, or instructor consent.

COM 471/L Communication Practicum II (3+1)
Students learn to budget content for a news publication, use standard editing marks to edit and rewrite stories and captions using industry-standard, graphic-design software to deliver print-ready files to a publisher. They also supervise each step of the design process from concept development to production, and completion of an actual published newspaper. Typical work includes selecting photos, cropping and design of photo-page layouts. Concurrent registration in COM 471/COM 471L required.

Prerequisite, EN 102, COM 101 and COM 371.

ADDITIONAL COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is an introduction to newspaper writing, editing and production. We will also explore ethical implications related to the field and how the individual can influence change. You will need to learn the vocabulary of the field and the skills needed for success, and gain the technical ability to operate in the modern world of publication. Assignments will include writing, editing, newsgathering, reporting, photography, layout and some graphic design. In many cases you will have to take direction from your peers. In addition to producing the paper, the basic requirements for the course also include regular attendance and participation in class and group discussions. 

COURSE OBJECTIVE: To produce The Silversword, Chaminade’s student newspaper —available only online at www.cuhnews.com. The course is structured to provide learning experiences through hands-on work, occasional organized class discussions, and post-publication discussions. Producing an outstanding newspaper will allow you to demonstrate your ability to apply what you have learned. 

COURSE GRADING: A student’s grade is based primarily on a standard A-F point system based on the writing, photo and art assignments as well as design and layout of The Silversword. But class attendance and participation are also critical.

A = 3 stories per issue, 3 photos/art per issue, helps plan and edit issue

B = 2 stories per issue, 2 photos per issue, helps plan and edit issue

C = 1 story per issue, 1 photo per issue, helps plan issue

D = less than 4 stories all semester, less than 4 photos/art all semester

Section editors will be given extra consideration in determining final grade because of extra workload. Similarly, if a student writes more than takes photos or contributes art, or vice versa, that will also be considered in determining the final grade. Lastly, students who contribute articles, photos and artwork that required extra work and resulted in exceptionally strong published items, as determined by the instructor, will also be given extra consideration at grading time.

Excused absences (e.g., serious illness, family emergency, work assignments) are at the discretion of the instructor.  A written excuse (e.g., doctor’s note, athletic trip note) may be necessary.

Plagiarism will result in automatic failing of the course.
CAVEAT: The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus and class schedule when warranted.  The student will be adequately notified and advised on any syllabus or schedule changes.  If there are any concerns about the class, students are encouraged to speak with the instructor as soon as possible.

NOTE: The instructor may on occasion have to miss a class or run late for class due to his daytime professional duties. In such an event the instructor will contact students to inform them of his absence and to arrange for class assignments. 

CLASSROOM RULES: Students may not take or make phone calls during class that are not directly related to class assignments (except in an emergency, as determined by the instructor). The same applies to texting, twittering and the like.

Lab computers may not be used for anything other than class assignments; do not check your e-mail unless it is related to the class.

There is also no drinking or eating allowed.

*** SCHEDULE *** (Note: Subject to change)

Mon 8-24
Roster, introductions, contacts, syllabus, critique, discuss

Fri 8-28
News-writing instruction, select staff

Mon 8-31
Plan stories; write, edit, and collect art
Fri 9-4

Write, edit, and collect art
Mon 9-7
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS
Fri 9-11
Write, edit, and collect art

Mon 9-14
Write, edit, and collect art

Fri 9-18
DEADLINE Day

Mon 9-21
Publish FIRST ISSUE

Fri 9-25
Plan stories; write, edit, and collect art

Mon 9-28
Write, edit, and collect art

Fri 10-2
Write, edit, and collect art

Mon 10-5
Write, edit, and collect art

Fri 10-9
Write, edit, and collect art

Mon 10-12
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS

Fri 10-16
DEADLINE Day

Mon 10-19
Publish SECOND ISSUE

Fri 10-23
Plan stories; write, edit, and collect art

Mon 10-26
Write, edit, and collect art

Fri 10-30
Write, edit, and collect art

Mon 11-2
Write, edit, and collect art

Fri 11-6
DEADLINE Day

Mon 11-9
Publish THIRD ISSUE

Fri 11-13
Plan stories; write, edit, and collect art

Mon 11-16
Write, edit, and collect art

Fri 11-20
Write, edit, and collect art

Mon 11-23
EA Sports Maui Invitational
Fri 11-27
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS

Mon 11-30
DEADLINE Day

Fri 12-4
Publish FOURTH ISSUE

Mon 12-7 to Thu 7-10
FINALS WEEK: NO CLASS
