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EN 100:  Essentials of English Composition
Summer Bridge 2009
Chaminade University of Honolulu

M,T,W,R,F: 		9-10:50 a.m.
Instructor:  		Regina Pfeiffer, D.Min.
Office Hours: 	by appointment
Office location: 	Henry Hall 206Q
Office Number:  	739-8536
e-mail: 		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu


Course Description
The course is designed to provide a foundation for effective writing.  Emphasis will be placed on grammar, and paragraph and essay organization.  The course will offer practice in writing short essays.  After successfully completing this course, the student will be prepared for English 101. 

Course Objectives
At the successful completion of this course, the student should be able 
1) To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
2) To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.
3) To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
(a) -To demonstrate thesis sentences.
(b) -To demonstrate topic sentences.
(c) -To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
(d) -To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 
4) To demonstrate an organized paper.
(a) -To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
(b) -To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
(c) -To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 
5) To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, freewriting, and listing.
6) To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration).
(a) To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
Required Texts
Essentials of English Grammar by L. Sue Baugh
The Little Red Writing Book by Brandon Royle

Students will receive handouts for further reading and illustrative purposes.

Required Extras
Students will need to access a computer, word processor, or typewriter (all assignments must be typed). Computer lab has computers and printers available for student use. You will also need to bring with you daily your texts and writing portfolio. 

Student Responsibilities
Class Preparation
Students are responsible for reading the assigned material by the beginning of class, and they must be prepared to answer questions posed by the instructor.

Class Attendance
Students are responsible for making up work assigned during their absence from class. Any excused absence requires additional work by the student in order to be considered excuses.
	
Your final grade will be affected for excessive (four or more) unexcused absences.

Late Work
No late papers will be accepted.

Class Behavior
Be respectful to and of your classmates.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated; students who do not behave appropriately will be asked to leave the classroom.

Before entering the classroom, students are required to turn off all electronic devices, including but not limited to, cell phones, iPods, PDAs, and MP3s. Computers may be used during class time only with permission and will not be allowed during any test. If a student is “surfing,” “texting” or other non-instructional activity during class, the electronic device will be confiscated until the end of class period. Any student who does not respect classroom behavior rules will receive no credit for that day’s attendance and a ‘0’ on the next quiz.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. This does include web sites. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.
1. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.
1. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.

Papers
All papers must be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.  Students must also use Times New Roman or Arial 12-point font.  Page numbers are to be placed in the header on the right with last name. This syllabus is an example of that kind of placement.

Papers that are not typed will not be accepted except for in-class writing assignments.  
E-mailed papers will not be accepted.  

Grading Breakdown
Quizzes and tests							75 points
Papers (5)								50 points
In-class and Other Assignments					75 points
Attendance								50 points
Total Score				 				250 points

Plus Compass Exam						must score at least 70 percentile

Note:	The final exam is a standardized test. You must score at least 70 points on the test to pass the course and have a cumulative score of a minimum of 175 in the other grading areas. However, it is at the discretion of the instructor to pass a student if other areas of course content are at a higher than “C” level, even if the standardized test score is less than 70 percentile, but not less than 62 percentile.
Grading Scale
‘A’	Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.
‘B’	Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.
‘C’	Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.
‘D’	Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work.
‘F’	Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

The instructor reserves the right to modify the number of assignments and tests used to calculate student grades. Therefore, assignments or tests may be reduced if deemed necessary. Scoring will reflect total number of points based on actual tests and assignments. Attendance points will not change. 

COMPASS EXAM
In order to pass this class, you must have an average score of 70 points or more on the Compass Exam.  The official website is www.act.org/compass.  This website includes sample examination questions that will prepare you for the overall structure of the exam. You should access the web site by the third week of class. See above for further information.

Course Schedule (subject to revision)
Additional Reading and Writing assignments will be given in class

	DATE
	TO COVER IN CLASS
	HOMEWORK 
(Due next class period)

	WEEK ONE
Monday
7/13
	Syllabus and Expectations
Diagnostic Tests

	Read 
Essentials pp 3 and 14-24
Little Red pp 101-102, 108-113

	Tuesday
7/14
	The core of the sentence:
Verbs
Infinitives- auxiliary verbs
Past, present, future

Sentence basic structure - verb
	Read 
Essentials pp 24-28
Little Red pp 8-13

	Wednesday
7/15
	Verbs 
Tenses, mood, active/passive
Sentence basic structure – subject/verb

Writing top down
	Read 
Essentials pp 4-7, 67-69, 77-86, 139
Little Red pp14-16, 64-67, 103

	Thursday
7/16
	Nouns
Proper, common, collective, possessive

Nouns and verbs: - forming sentences
Breaking things down
	Study for Quiz TOMORROW
Read 
Essentials pp 70-74
Little Red pp 68-70

	Friday
7/17
	QUIZ #1 – Sentences: Identify Subject, Predicate
Subject/verb agreement
	Read 
Essentials pp 7-14, 74-76
Little Red pp 104-106



	

WEEK TWO
Monday
7/20
	Pronouns 
Complex sentences
First written assignment due

	Read 
Essentials pp 29-32
Little Red pp 106

	Tuesday
7/21
	Adjectives
Comparatives and superlatives
	

	Wednesday
7/22
	QUIZ #2 Pronouns (and agreements)

	Read 
Essentials pp 32-36
Little Red pp 114, 17-21

	Thursday
7/23
	Adverbs 
Transition – from one idea to the next
	Read 
Essentials pp 36-43
Little Red pp 114-117

	Friday
7/24
	Prepositions, conjunctions and interjections
	Read 
Essentials pp 45-65
Little Red pp  131-137


Subsequent Weekly Schedule will be passed out in class or posted.
		
