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COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course emphasizes writing skills and techniques necessary for composing expository, writing.  The introduction to the research method including research methods, development and documentation will focus on critical thinking and integrating the proper format necessary for a polished research paper.
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE STUDENTS:

Purchase the textbook(s): The Brief Penguin Handbook; Lester Faigley, Third Edition 2009 
· MLA Manual optional 

· Adhere to attendance policies 

· Participate in oral and written work

· Do and turn in all assigned work on time

· Take all quizzes, tests, and prepare a research paper of at least 10 pages
· Make-up missed work upon presentation to the instructor of a valid excuse within three (3) school days of the student’s return to the College

ATTENDANCE POLICY: 

Learning to write is a cumulative process, and there will be new concepts or structures presented in class every day. Attendance is therefore mandatory in this course for the full period if the student wants to be successful 

 GRADING POLICY

 The student’s final course grade will be calculated using the following percentages and grade distribution:

Expository Essay:







25%

Research Paper, including all FIVE steps mandatory to completion 
50%

Final Oral Critical Analysis






25%

TIE BREAKERS: Class attendance, quizzes and daily assignments

90-100 = A        80-89 =B      70-79 = C       60-69 = D       59 and below If a student neglects to properly withdraw from the course, he/she will receive a final grade of  “F “ in the course.

The class schedule may be altered at the discretion of the instructor.

Student Learning Outcomes:

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.
Additional readings will be available via library reserve and/or WebCT.  

Course Requirements and Expectations:

Students are expected to: arrive on time, to complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion. Frequent absences and/or lateness will adversely affect your grade. More than three unexcused absences will result in a 10% lowering of the final course grade.  Students who miss one week of classes (5 sessions) will be dropped from the course. 

The course requirements include one formal essay, a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  As this course emphasizes writing as a process, drafts form an integral part of each assigned essay; failure to participate in revision workshops or drafting exercises will adversely affect your final grade.

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2008-09 General Catalogue.

I am available for consultation by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.
Essay Guidelines:

Essays are due at the beginning of class on the day due; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. 

All assignments must follow MLA format: typed using 12-point Times New Roman font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page.  Essays should have a creative and appropriate title. 

The Final Research Paper consists of 5 steps; all must be completed.

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete all assignments in order to pass this course.  

STUDENTS MUST EARN A GRADE OF “C” OR BETTER TO PASS THIS COURSE.
Schedule of Assignments

(Subject to Revision)
*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.

**Additional Readings TBA
Week 1 

29 June

M English 102 Pre-test

T Introductions; syllabus review: Rules and Regulations

W Thesis Statements: Prepare for Step I
R Development of the Essay

F Independence Day Holiday—class will not meet  

Week 2

6 July

M Rough Drafts of Short Essay due
T Short Essay Due; Discuss requirements for research paper

W Introduction to Research in MLA

F Lecture on finer points of punctuation in MLA  

Week 3

13 July

M Thesis Statement for Research Paper Due: Step I
T Library Session Step II
W Library Session: Discuss terms for QUIZ
R Research Methodology

F Research Sources –Primary & Secondary DAY OF QUIZ
Week 4

20 July

M Midterm: Prepare for Midterm Conference


T MIDTERM CONFERENCES Step III

W MIDTERM CONFERENCES 

R MIDTERM CONFERENCES

F MIDTERM CONFERENCES

Week 5

27 July

M Complete Rough Draft of Research Paper Due Except for Works Cited: Step IV  

Withdrawal Deadline; Last Day to apply for credit/or credit grade

T Work On Rough Drafts

W Discuss Works Cited

R Works Cited

F Works Cited

Week 6

3 Aug

Research Paper Due! Step V 

Prepare for Oral Presentations 

M-R Oral Presentations and Analysis

Prepare for Final EXAM 

F 7 August FINAL EXAM
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