Syllabus

Criminal Justice 220

Criminal Investigation

Instructor: 
Ron Becker

Text:

Criminal Investigation, Becker, R. latest edition

Office:

Room 111a

Email:

rbecker@chaminade.edu
Telephone:
808-735-4873

Catalog Description:

Crime scene investigation.  Collection and preservation of evidence.  Admissibility of evidence, interrogations, and confessions.

Text:

Becker, Ronald, F.  2005. Criminal Investigation, 2 ed .  Sudbury: Jones & Bartlett

Course Approach:

This course will be taught through a lecture format using PowerPoint as an instructional aid.  Course material will include a survey of the investigative methods employed at various crime scenes.  Each crime scene is unique to the criminal but also to the investigator.  It is the uniqueness that lends itself to reconstruction.  Investigative techniques may vary depending on the type of crime committed.  It is to these varied applications of a general protocol that the course is devoted.  This course will attempt to integrate forensic concepts as they apply to the investigation of a particular type of crime.  Constitutional issues will be addressed as they arise from the study of specific investigatory techniques.  Upon completion of this course students will have a working knowledge of the techniques employed in the investigation of various types of crimes, some of the forensic considerations that these investigations might encounter as well as relevant legal issues.

Program Outcomes applicable to this course:

Integrating concepts of forensic science, and prosecutorial law in criminal investigation instruction.

Student Learning Outcomes

Students completing this course will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. What comprises a crime scene?

2. How a crime scene is processed.

3. The investigative considerations associated with the investigation of a homicide
4. How evidence gets from the crime scene to the courtroom

5. The constitutional issues as they pertain to criminal investigation

6. How the scientific method applies to criminal investigations

Examinations:

Three examinations will be given during the course of the semester.  These examinations may consist of objective, short answer and essay questions or a combination thereof.  Each examination will comprise one third of your final grade.

Grading:

Examination I



100 points

Examination II


100 points

Examination III


100 points

Poster




100 points

End of Semester Poster Project:

Students will construct a three panel stand alone poster display for presentation on the Last day of class prior to final examinations.  The content of the poster will reflect a subject relevant to criminal investigation.  Students will be graded on:

25pts.
Artistic Value

25pts
Organization

25pts.   Relevance

25pts. 
Composition 

Total 100 pts.
Grading

Final grades will be calculated upon the percentage of possible points earned.


A = 90% of the possible 400 points (360 +)


B = 80% of the possible 400 points (320 +)


C = 70% of the possible 400 points (280+)


D = 60% of the possible 400 points (240+)


F = less than 60% of the 400 possible points. (<240)


FA = failure due to excessive unexcused absences (4 or more)

Attendance:

Students will be allowed three unexcused absences during the course of the semester.  Each absence thereafter will result in five points being deducted from the final grad.

It is your responsibility to be in class on time.  Interrupting class is rude to the instructor as well as those attending.  UNEXCUSED TARDIES ARE UNACCEPTABLE AND AFTER THE THIRD WILL BE CONSIDERED AN ABSENCE.

Academic Dishonesty:

This class does not require a research paper.  Any dishonesty that may occur would be during the course of an examination.  Such a breach of academic honesty will be treated according to Chaminade University policy.

Cell Phones:  Cell phones are to be turned off in class.  Exceptions to that policy will be discussed in class.  A cell phone that is activated in class will be confiscated and students may recover them from the Provost’s office.

Eating in Class:

Eating in class is disruptive and rude.  Eating in class is prohibited.

Americans with Disability Act:  Any student suffering a disability is encouraged to contact the instructor for assistance or referral.

Tentative course outline

Week 1
Introduction to Criminal Investigation

Week 2
Defense Lawyers, Prosecutors, and Investigators

Week 3
The Crime Scene

Week 4
Search and Seizure, Investigative Tools

Week 5
Suspect Identification

First Examination

Week 6
Blood Spatter

Week 7
Homicide

Week 8
Underwater Investigations

Week 9
Assault

Week 10 
Robbery

Second Examination

Week 11 
Theft and Burglary

Week 12
Drug Offenses

Week 13 
Arson

Week 14
Terrorism

Week 15
Final Examination
Concept Exercise

There is such a thing as a perfect crime.

All crimes are solvable.

Expectations Exercise

1. In groups list three things you expect (or would like to) learn during the course of the semester.

2. Discuss within your group the lists and select the most common expectation.

3. Write on the board one expectation from each group.

4. Discuss expectations.

Scientific Method Definitions
The methods of science are only tools, tools that we use to obtain knowledge about phenomena.

The scientific method is a set of assumptions and rules about collecting and evaluating data.  The explicitly stated assumptions and rules enable a standard, systematic method of investigation that is designed to reduce bias as much as possible.  Central to the scientific method is the collection of data, which allows investigators to put their ideas to an empirical test, outside of or apart from their personal biases.  In essence, stripped of all its glamour, scientific inquiry is nothing more than a way of limiting false conclusions about natural events.  Knowledge upon which the credibility of a profession is based must be objective and verifiable (testable) rather than subjective and unverifiable (un-testable). Science is a mode of controlled inquiry to develop an objective, effective, and credible way of knowing.

The assumptions one makes regarding the basic qualities of human nature (that is, cognitive, affective, behavioral, and physiological processes) affect how one conceptualizes human behavior.  The two basic functions of scientific approach are 1) advance knowledge, to make discoveries, and to learn facts in order to improve some aspect of the world, and 2) to establish relations among events, develop theories, and thus help professionals to make predictions of future events.

A theory is a large body of interconnected propositions about how some portion of the world operates; a hypotheses is a smaller body of propositions.  Hypotheses are smaller versions of theories.  Some are derived or born from theories.  Others begin as researchers’ hunches and develop into theories.  The Philosophy of science decrees we can only falsify, not verify (prove), theories because we can never be sure that any given theory provides the best explanation for a set of observations.  Theories are not themselves directly proved or disproved by research.  Even hypotheses cannot be proved or disproved directly.  Rather, research may either support or fail to support a particular hypothesis derived from a theory.  

Scientific research has four general goals: (1) to describe behavior, (2) to predict behavior, (3) to determine the causes of behavior, and (4) to understand or explain behavior.

In order to verify the reliability and validity of scientific research it is important to replicate the results.  It is the preponderance of evidence that establishes/supports the theory.

http://allpsych.com/researchmethods/replication.html   
Assessment

Do not put your name on this paper.

Take the time to consider each question.

The quality of your responses will assist us in assessing the instructional outcomes for this course.

You will be asked to reconsider these items again at the end of the semester.

1. Describe what comprises a crime scene?

2. How is a crime scene processed?
3.  What are the investigative considerations unique to the investigation of a homicide?
4. Describe how evidence gets from the crime scene to the courtroom

5. What are the constitutional issues as they pertain to criminal investigations?
6. List the four objectives of the scientific method.

7. How might the scientific method be applied to a criminal investigation?

Marianist Educational Values
The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  

· Educate for Formation in Faith

· Provide an Excellent Education

· Educate in Family Spirit

· Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

· Educate for Adaptation to Change
Marianist Values Assessment

Indicate in response to each statement your position.

This course encouraged participation from students of all faiths, cultures, races, nationality and ethnicity.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree
This course allowed and fostered interaction between students and teacher.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

This course challenged students to excellence and maturity.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

This course promoted the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

This course recognized and adapted to the ever-changing world of criminal justice.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

