HI 443/AR 480 THE WAY OF TEA: 
CULTURAL HISTORY OF EARLY JAPAN
SPRING 2008
Dr. Mitch Yamasaki, Professor of History

Professor Walter Takeda, Professor of Art

Dr. David Coleman, Professor of Religion

Description: Students will examine within an interdisciplinary environment the history, art, and religions of Early Japan through the Tokugawa era. Within a historical frame of political and social development, great individuals and families, movements and court intrigue, the interdependence of religion, politics, economics, art and architecture in the formation of the unique cultural milieu that is Japan will be explored. This is the culture that produced the world’s first novel – the Tale of Genji – and the first forms of popular culture – kabuki, puppet theatre, woodblock prints and popular novels. This is an interdisciplinary capstone course, that is cross-listed between three disciplines. 
The required texts  are:
· Morton, Japan: Its History & Culture
· Tamura, Japanese Buddhism: A Cultural History

· Yamasaki (ed.), History 443: The Way of Tea (Reader)
The student will:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the historical development of Japanese political institutions;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the evolution of Japanese cultural institutions and identify and describe the content of the major literary and religious artifacts that arose in that evolution;

· Demonstrate an understanding of sources that contribute to and narrate the development of the samurai and bushidō;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the role of Ōda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi in the founding of the Tokugawa Bakufu;

· Demonstrate an understanding the various periods of art and architecture and compare and contrast major examples of each period; 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the interdependence between architecture and the sponsoring religious communities;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the didactic purpose of Buddhist art forms;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the various art forms that develop during the periods under study;  
· Demonstrate an understanding of roles of Shintō, Confucianism, and Buddhism in the evolution of early Japanese culture and religious sensibilities and practice; and
· Demonstrate an understanding of the experience of Christianity and Christians in the 16th and 17th centuries.
Evaluation:

· Readings: In order to participate each student/learner must be prepared to discuss the readings in advance of the class. Readings are assigned in the class syllabus.

· Class attendance: Attendance will be taken. Class lectures, small group discussions, video materials and various other activities will occur during class time so your presence is required. There is also a federal law requirement that we take attendance for those who have accepted federal money for education, so we count everybody.

· You are responsible for insuring that your presence at a class is noted, particularly if you are late.

· If you have more than one unexcused absence, your grade may be lowered by one or more letter grade. You are responsible for communicating any special circumstances to your teachers that may prevent you from attending class.
· Tests: There will be a midterm and final exam, each with 36 questions covering the history readings and art lectures and four short essay questions covering the religion readings, with a total point value of 100 points. 
· Papers: There will be three short papers (3-5 pages; double-spaced; typewritten, 10 – 12 point typeface) due: you will be asked to write about three topics centering on the art, history, and religions of the period. The tests and papers are based on the lectures and reading materials.
Grade Calculation:

Attendence: more than one unexcused absence may result in one grade reduction. Excessive absences may result in failure of the course. Please plan to stay for the whole class: leaving the class early will count as an absence unless you get permission from your instructors.
Tests:


40%

200 points total; 100 points per test

Short Papers:

45%

225 points total: 75 points per paper

Participation:

15%

75 points; 5 points per class
Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

It is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructors of any special needs. Requests for accommodations for learning disabilities must go through the Counseling Center (735-4845 Don Kopf).

Spring 2008 Schedule

Dr. Yamasaki: contact at 735-4824  

Office Hours: 

Professor Takeda: contact at 735-4716  
Office Hours:

Dr. Coleman: contact at 735-4826    
Office Hours: TR 8:00 – 10:30  H 206
	The Way of Tea

	Date
	Lecture/Activity and Assignments
	Readings and Assignments

	January 15
Day One
	Introduction

Yamasaki:  Geography, Prehistory and Patterns in Japanese History 

Takeda: Ephemeral awareness in Japanese culture; The Jōmon period – comparison with other Neolithic cultures
Coleman: Early Shinto

	Morton, Japan: Its History & Culture, Introduction


	January 22
Day Two
	Yamasaki: Japan’s Prehistory
Takeda: The Yayoi – technological comparison with mainland China

The Tomb Period (Proto-historic, Tumulus, Yamato)


Tombs and haniwa 


Izumo Taisha


Ise Jingu

Coleman: Origins: Streams of Enlightenment

	Morton, Chapter One
Tamura, Japanese Buddhism: A Cultural History, Chapters 1 & 2


	January 29
Day Three
	Coleman: Heart Sutra and Rise of the Mahayana
Yamasaki: Rise of the Yamato Clan
Takeda: The Asuka and its relationship to the Northern Wei

The dynamics of Northern Wei-Tang architecture


The Shitennōji and Hōryūji


	Morton, Chapter Two
“The Japanese Constitution” in Yamasaki’s History 443: The 

Way of Tea (Reader)



	February 5
Day Four
	Coleman: Clan Sponsorship and Prince Shotoku; Nara Buddhism: The Buddhist Adaptation
Takeda: The great temples of Nara

Yakushiji, Tōdaiji, Tōshōdaiji

Yamasaki: Chinese Influence/ Japanese Poetic Sensibilities

	Tamura, Chapter Three 

Morton, Chapter Three 
Yamasaki, “Japanese Poetry”

	February 12
Day Five
	Yamasaki: Politics and Society of Heian Japan 

Coleman: The Japanese Response 

Takeda: The great temples of Nara (concluded)
The international Gupta-Tang-Nara style in painting and sculpture


	Morton, Chapter Four; Morris, World of the Shining Prince, Chapter 2 &7 
Tamura, Chapter Four

	February 19
Day Six
	Coleman: Coleman: Heian Buddhism: Saichō and Kūkai 

Tendai and Pure Land Buddhism

Takeda: The exoteric sculptures of the Jōgan (Early Heian)

The Fujiwara (Later Heian)

The Shinden Zukuri domestic architectural style

Its influence on religious architecture (Byōdōin, etc.)


	Tamura, Chapter Five, Six and Seven


	February 26
Day Seven
	Yamasaki: Heian Culture I 

Yamasaki: Heian Culture II
Takeda: Scrolls of the Fujiwara:

Genji, Animal Frolics, Ban Dainagon, Shigisan 

The terrible scrolls of the late Fujiwara – Hell, Gaki, Disease scrolls 

	Lady Murasaki, “The Tale of Genji, 
Yamasaki’s “Work Sheet: Sei Shonagon’s The Pillow Book”  



	March 4
Day Eight
	Midterm exam 


	

	March 11
Day Nine
	Coleman: The Founders of Kamakura Buddhism
                  Amida and the Pure Land: Hōnen
Yamasaki: Rise of the Samurai/Gempei War
Takeda: Kamakura architecture
The Todaiji rebuilding in the Tenjikuyō style

The Tsurugaoka Hachimangu; Itsukushima Jinja (Miyajima); Sanjūsangendō


	Tamura, Chapters Eight and Nine
Morton, Chapter Five; Morris, Nobility of Failure, “Victory through Defeat”


	March 18
Day Ten
	Takeda: :  The Heiji scrolls; scrolls of the Mongolian Invasion

The Kei school of sculpture

Yamasaki: Kamakura Bakufu
Coleman: Triumph of the Secular and the Subjugation of Buddhism
            Shinran: Tannishō 
First Short Essay on “Art in the period” is due.


	Morton Chapter Six
Tamura, Chapters Ten and Eleven



	April 1
Day Eleven
	Yamasaki: Mongol Invasion & Ashikaga Era

Takeda: Muromachi


Suiboku painting


Kare Sansui landscape gardening

Coleman: Zen Buddhism: Dōgen Kigen and Shōbōgenzō 


	Morton, Chapter Seven 
Excepts from Dōgen’s Shōbōgenzō



	April 8
Day Twelve
	Yamasaki: Japanese Aesthetics

Coleman: Challenges to the Old Order

Takeda: Muromachi garden art: Kinkakuji vs Chinese gardens
Second Short paper is due: Religions in Japan during the period is due.
	Morton, Chapter Eight; in Keene, Pleasures of Japanese Literature, “Japanese Aesthetics” 
Tamura, Chapter Twelve


	April 15
Day Thirteen
	Yamasaki: Sengoku Era/ Rise of Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and Tokugawa Ieyasu
Coleman: Religious Reform Movements
Takeda: Sengoku Jidai – Period of the Country at War: Castle building, Himeji, Nijō, etc.

	Morton, Chapter Nine
Tamura, Chapter Thirteen

	April 22
Day Fourteen
	Yamasaki: Tokugawa Bakufu 

Takeda: Edo Period

Imperial Villas – Katsura and Shugakuin vs Versailles

Sankeien, Kiyomizudera

Decorative screen painting

The Tōshōgu

Ukiyo-e prints

Coleman: Christianity and the Buddhist Renaissance

Final Short paper is due: History in the period is due

	Morton, Chapter Ten
Tamura, Chapter Fourteen

	April 29
Day Fifteen
	Yamasaki: Bushidō Code in Tokugawa Japan
	Yamasaki’s Readers’ Theatre: “Chuushingura Incident” (Reader)

	Final Exam TBA
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