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         RE 205 THE CHRISTIAN GOD AND HUMAN EXPERIENCE (3)
Summer Online Term:  July 6 – September 13, 2009
COURSE SYLLABUS
Instructor:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.

Email: mwong2@chaminade.edu 

Phone:  (808) 676-1452




REQUIREMENTS
Description:  Students will study and discuss the theological foundations of Christianity from a contemporary Catholic perspective, probing concepts fundamental to formulating a coherent and systematic faith-vision within a diverse, multi-cultural society. Central themes include: revelation & faith/ grace & Jesus / religion & salvation / scripture & tradition / church & mission / ethics & ecumenical dialogue.  Contemporary debates on fundamental concepts in theology will be offered in a spirit that is catholic, Christian and ecumenical.

Prerequisites:  There are no prerequisites for this course.

Required Text: 

· Theological Foundations (Concepts & Methods for Understanding Christian Faith)  
by J.J. Mueller, et al., St. Mary’s Press, 2007.  ISBN: 978-0-88489-920-4
Supplementary Materials/External Links and Readings:  *See those posted on the Syllabus
Specific Course Requirements:  This course is offered online utilizing eCollege instructional platform and Internet resources.   : eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.   Students must be familiar with Microsoft Word and Microsoft Powerpoint as a minimum requirement.  
Course Website address:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com 
In the event that technical difficulties disrupt access or utilization of the web board, 
the instructor may elect to utilize e-mail to conduct discussions and maintain dialogue.  
Technical Support:  For technical questions: contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at:     helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.
eCollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327 or email jnakason@chaminade.edu.
Library:  Chaminade library (www.chaminade.edu/library) 



COURSE OBJECTIVES

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)

Upon successful completion of this course students will demonstrate an understanding of:


PLO1.  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the 


broader Christian and human traditions;


PLO2.
Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;


PLO4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 


for service, social justice and peace;


PLO5.  the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;


PLO6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for



various religious traditions.
Students will also be able to:
· seek a deeper understanding of the human being and human experience so as to better engage the subject of religion and the mystery of God in this multi-cultural  21st century;
· examine the essential theological components of the Christian faith in a way that embraces the Catholic Intellectual Tradition in the midst of global realities;
· undertake a systematic study of Catholic Christianity in a spirit of correlation and contrast to other Christianities, world religions and humanity at large;
· advocate religious values and practices that foster personal growth and contribute to the formation of globally aware and ethically engaged citizens reflective of the Marianist tradition;
· critically use available resources in examining theological discussions.
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT
Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, discussions, and research
· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society
· understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints
ORGANIZATIONAL THEMES:  Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives in this tradition

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”  
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
2. The second major organizational theme is the theological foundation of the Christian faith and how it contributes towards the facing of various issues in the world today.
Explicit outcome from these organizational themes:

Students will incorporate into their essays and class projects an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course in light of their own personal philosophy and practice.



Regular Participation:   
This course is organized into 10 sessions. Students should plan to spend approximately 3.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit), exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, reading and responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, you should plan to spend an equal amount of time offline, reading the text, researching, and reflecting over course concepts. 
· Attendance:  Attendance consists of weekly collaborative participation in the online learning experiences.
· Quantitative Participation:  Weekly participation criteria is quantitatively assessed as follows:

1.  Composing and posting a response to the discussion or questions;

2.  Posting a comment, observation or question in response to the contribution 

     of another classmate; 
3.  Responding to the questions, comments or observations classmates have

     posted in response to your contribution to the discussion; and  


4.  Reviewing the discussions regularly to remain current with the topics.

· Qualitative Participation:  Qualitative participation consists not in simply the number of times a note is posted, but by the overall degree of intellectual engagement you demonstrate in:


1.  supporting your comments with more than personal opinion. Use cited 


     
     references or quotes; cited Internet research information or other credible 


     resources. 


2.  utilizing fair and balanced comments, even if you are in disagreement.


3.  using meaningful comments to contribute to the discussion by bringing new 

     
     insights, experiences or perceptions that enrich the understanding of the 


     subject.  Examples of comments that do not contribute meaningfully to a 


     discussion include: "good job," "I agree," "I wish I had thought of that," "I 


     like/don't like your paragraph," and-so-forth.  
Reading Assignments: It is expected that the assigned readings be completed during the time period indicated on the course schedule.

Quizzes:  There are two online quizzes; to be completed on the third and seventh week by Saturday.
Reflection Papers:  There are two (2) reflection papers required in the course. Reflection papers are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  Papers are to be no less than three, but no more than five pages in length, double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type. 
Midterm Newsletter Project:  The midterm consists of your putting together a Newsletter of four pages minimum (2 pages back/front).  

1. Title your newsletter.

2. From your readings, personal reflections, and research, touch on the 4 topical themes given below in a column or so.

3. Integrate in your writings your experience with the Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity Themes, as you see them expressed in the activities and works at Chaminade.
4. Use pictures and graphics to enhance the presentation of your newsletter.

5. The newsletter must outline the major points of the topics, and attempt a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered.  Suggestion:  historical foundation to contemporary application.
6. The grade for the newsletter is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness.
7. Post your Midterm project.
8. For each of the topical themes are suggested starter questions.  You may take your own approach.  The themes are:
a) Revelation & Faith:  Reflect on the ways the God of the chosen people is described by Old Testament writers.  How is this God similar to or different from the God of your experience or knowledge?
b) Grace & Jesus: 
c) *How do you understand grace?  How have you experienced grace in your life?  
*The Eucharist can be described in these ways: making present the fact and meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection; a new Passover meal; the transformation of the community’ the one perfect sacrifice.  Which of these is/are most meaningful to you?  Why?  
d) Religion & Salvation:  Mark writes that Jesus proclaimed “the good news of God.”  Discuss what the “Good news” might have meant for those hearing it at the time.  What does the Good News mean for you today?
e) Scripture & Tradition:  
*The New Testament writers were writing for believers and not simply to offer historical facts.  Discuss how this approach colored their writing.
*How do you experience the Kingdom in your life?  Create your own parable to convey your experience to the Kingdom. 
Examination:  There is one examination administered during the course, the Final Examination. This required in-person attendance at the conclusion of the course is held on the Chaminade University of Honolulu campus or at an approved alternate location according to the date/time listed in the Course schedule. No make-up examinations will be allowed for the Final Examination.
 


Excellence in this course requires not only academic mastery of the course content and meeting the qualitative and quantitative criteria, but also personal reflection upon the academic issues raised in the course.  
Grade Calculation:

· Quizzes


10%

100 points total

· Reflective Essays:

20%

200 points total

· Midterm Project:

15%

150 points total

· Online participation:

40%

400 points total

· Final Exam:


15%

150 points total

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%
Extra-Credit Service Learning Paper:   Up to 45 points can be earned (3 points/1 hour) of community service rendered (regular volunteer service not applicable).  Submit a page detailing 1.  Description of community service (include place, date, number of hours, sponsoring organization, activity performed) along with your personal reflection over the experience (what you learned from it, etc.).  

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances.



 
Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, the supplementary resources for the upcoming week (if applicable) is posted in the “Syllabus” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:   
	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted. 

	Monday to Thursday
	Students post own responses to the discussion. 

	Friday and Saturday 
	Quizzes to be completed. Students post comments/responses to other’s discussions.

	Thursday (midnight) 
	All other assignments; papers, etc. due as specified below. 

	Saturday (four days later)   
	Graded assignments (papers, projects) are scored and returned.


In addition to checking at least once a day for notes, etc, the main days the instructor will be checking online are Sunday (for Discussion Starters); Thursday (to view your Discussions); and Saturday (for second Discussion posting/ quizzes, etc.)  
Where to Post:

· Questions:  Any questions that you may have of general interest, e.g. regarding the syllabus, assignments, texts, etc. should be posted under “Questions” found under each Unit.
· Office:  Any matters you may have for the instructor, may be posted under Course Home
· Introductions:  Your personal introduction (interests; degree working towards; why you’re taking this class; other things you’d like us to know about you…pictures!...) is to be posted under “Introductions” under Course Home.
· Discussions:  Your response to each week’s discussion is to be posted under the number of the week.  For example:  “Week One;” “Week Two,” etc.
· Response to Discussions:  By hitting the “Reply” button, you can respond to the threaded Discussion for the week. 
· Reflection Papers:  Submit in “Dropbox” under week due
· Midterm Projects:  Post under “Midterm Projects” under Discussion board.
· Extra-credit:  A link for submitting extra-credit can be found in the last two weeks of the term.
Guidelines for Communications

· Email:

· Maintain your student email box.  Delete what is no longer necessary so that the box does not become overfull, thus obstructing the postmaster’s delivery.

· Use the Chaminade email account provided.
· Always include a subject line. 
· Remember, without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some cases. 
· Use standard fonts. 
· Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. should be avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication. 

· Discussion Groups:

· Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. 
· Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic.
· Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group. Be respectful of other’s ideas. 
· Be patient and read the comments of others thoroughly before entering your remarks. 
· Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks. 
· Be positive and constructive in group discussions. 
· Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.

· Chat:

· Introduce yourself to the other learners in the chat session.
· Be polite. Choose your words carefully. Do not use derogatory statements.
· Be concise in responding to others in the chat session. 
· Be constructive in your comments and suggestions.



	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments

	Week 1

July 6-11
Classes begin July 6
Last day to add/drop July 13

	*Introduction 

*The Sacred Scriptures & Christian Theology
	( Welcome to RE 205! 
Readings:

Mueller, S.J. p. 33-62  “The Old Testament” 

 Viewings:
1) Blessed William Chaminade
For a history on Blessed Chaminade:

http://campus.udayton.edu/mary//chaminadeart.htm
2)  On being a “prophet”:
http://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/416398/jewish/Non-For-Prophet.htm
3) On Abraham and Isaac:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UabYjhhzG4Q&feature=related
Assignments:
1)  Write an Introduction to yourself.  Post under “Introductions” by July 8th  .
2)  Discussion 1: Post your individual response by July 11th, to the following:

a. Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.

b.  My Worldview:  Identify three world issues that you are most concerned with.  In a paragraph or two, discuss how you think the study of/engaging in “God-talk” (theology) can help to address these issues.      

	Week 2

July 12-18

	* The Sacred Scriptures & Christian Theology
	Readings:

Mueller, S.J. p. 63-91 “The New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature”
Viewings:

1)  “Getting to Know St. Paul”:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjLRfhH90oc
2)  (Contemporary):  A look in a church:  St. Paul’s Church

http://www.stpaultheapostle.org/CommunityMeeting012707.pdf
3)  In the footsteps of St. Paul

http://www.abrock.com/Greece-Turkey/FootstepsIntro.html
*For access to the New American Bible translation of Mark:

http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/mark/intro.htm
Assignment:

1)  DQ (Discussion Questions): Post your input to both of the following by 14th 
a. In what ways does the ppt. on St. Paul’s Church reflect an evolution of what may have been occurring in Paul’s times as gained from your readings?
b. Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 57 to answer.

	Week 3

July 19-25
 
	* Christology & Ecclesiology: Following Christ in a Community of the Holy Spirit 
	Readings:

Mueller, S.J. p. 103-140 “Christology: Who Do You Say That I Am?”
Viewings:
1)  The Deity of the Christ

http://www.authorstream.com/Presentation/Fragrence-8346-deity-christ-TheDeityof-Christ-purpose-warning-overview-Jesus-big-claim-john-1-beginning-Word-deityofchrist-ppt-powerpoint/
2) FYI: (Contrast):  Watchtower Christology

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5ecI_eD2rY
3)Dear God

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l61lK8Fny6k&feature=related
Assignment:

1)  DQ Week 3:  Respond to the following in a few paragraphs:
 a.  After the Resurrection, Jesus had to give the disciples the power to know him again.  Do you see this process of recognizing Jesus going on today?  How/How not?  Has this happened in your own life?
b. Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 131 to answer.

2)  Take Quiz #1
3)  Reflection Paper #1 Due by July 30rd:

Topic:  Reflect on the ways the God of the chosen people is described by Old Testament writers.  How is this God similar to or different from the God of your experience?  Give examples.

	Week 4

July 26-Aug. 1

	* Christology & Ecclesiology: Following Christ in a Community of the Holy Spirit
	Readings:

Mueller, S.J. p. 141-168 “The People of God: The Church”
Viewings:

1)  Understanding the Roman Catholic Church:

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rm-TaHkvws
2)  (Controversy) On Ecumenism:  Romanian Orthodox:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7o7UGLTauHI
Assignment:

1)  DQ Week 4:
a.  Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.

b. Write your own creed of what you believe.  See:  “Questions for Discussion” on p. 168 #2, 3.
2) Reflection Paper #1 due July 23rd 

	Week 5

August 2-8

	*Christology & Ecclesiology: Following Christ in a Community of the Holy Spirit 

	Readings:

Mueller, S.J. p. 177-216 “Grace and Sacraments: The Mystery of the Divine-Human Encounter”
Viewings: 
1) Seven Sacraments

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LzqkKHksfY&feature=related
2)  One Family’s Celebration of the Sacraments:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvfMa63qppE
Assignment:

1)  DQ Week 5:
a.  Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.
b.  Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 209 to answer.

2)  Work on midterm project

	Week 6
August 9-15

	*Midterm


	Assignment:

1)  Midterm project due August 11th 
2)  Look at each other’s midterms, and post your responses to a minimum of 3 projects. 

	Week 7

August 16-22

	*The Church’s Mission in the World

	Readings:

Mueller, S.J. p. 219-247 “Christian Morality: Choosing God in This World”
Viewings:

1)  On Martin Luther vs. Catholic Church, pt. 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMe2lExkrtQ&feature=related
2)  Watch:  chabad.org “* Charity Times Eight

http://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/413194/jewish/Charity-Times-Eight.htm
Assignment:
1)  DQ Week 7
a.  Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.

b.  Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 246 to answer.
2)  Take Quiz #2

	Week 8

Aug. 23-29
Last day to withdraw from class: August 24th 

	*The Church’s Mission in the World
	Readings:

Mueller, S.J. p. 261-290 “Social Justice: Gospel Witness and Mission of the Church”
Viewings:
1)  Bl. Chaminade’s Method of Prayer 

http://usamarianist.blogspot.com/2006/10/chaminades-method-of-prayer.html
2)On Martin Luther vs. Catholic church, pt. 2:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WtGDIjHlYo
3)  On Service:  Christmas Happens Every Day

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLslBfh0sog&feature=related
Assignment:

1)  DQ 8
a.  Share your response to the readings and video clips—any questions, areas of interest.
b.  Choose one “Questions for Discussion” on p. 288 to answer.

2)  Reflective Essay #2 Due by Sept. 3rd.

Topic:  Ecumenical prayer.  Sharing of your televangelists media critique.

	Week 9

Aug. 3-Sept. 5

	*The Abrahamic Faiths: Catholicism and Relationships with Judaism and Islam
	Readings:

Mueller, S.J. p. 299-365 “Judaism and Islam”
Assignment:

1)  For this week there are no required postings.  View 3 (three) different evangelical programs on T.V. Compare and contrast them.  Write Reflective Essay #2 based upon the following information (Essay due September 3rd):  
a.  Name of program; preacher; time of program

b.  Describe the audience (upperclass, locals, etc.)
c.  Message/Lesson for the program
d.  Methodology (techniques used for imparting the message, e.g. band, singers, dancers, skits, etc.)

e.  Would you recommend this service to someone else—why or why not? (What works, what doesn’t?)

f.   How does this relate to your own faith life?
Are there any tools, methods, prayer styles, etc. that you feel moved to follow and apply in your own life?

	Week 10

September 6-13
Online Final exam day September 12th

	*Catholic Theology in a Global Context
*Final Exam
	Readings:
Mueller, S.J. p. 375-395
Viewings:
1)  A Christian shares why she converted to Islam:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFXOhSCliFc
2)  Colors of the Catholic Social Teaching
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rI6QPXqjFPo&feature=related
Assignment:

1)  Reflective Essay #2:  submit in dropbox by September 10th
2)  Review for Final Exam
Report to campus you registered for to take the final exam on September 12th



. 



Deadlines:  Students are expected assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines as described in the course schedule. Late or make-up assignments will not be accepted by the instructor, except under extraordinary documented circumstances, such as military deployment or serious illness.   
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval. 

Requests for special accommodations require confirmation from the University Counseling Office:  ADA Accommodations (808) 735-4845
Students With Disabilities:  It is the student’s responsibility to self-identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:  jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.
Withdrawals:  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  The student must obtain written permission from the Instructor to re-enroll in a class from which a student has been withdrawn.   Only when a student presents written evidence (such as a military order, physician's statement or other reasonable justification), will a request for post-deadline withdrawal be approved.  Withdrawal forms may be obtained from the Accelerated Programs office or a Chaminade Program Coordinator at various military bases. 
Incomplete Grades:  Incomplete grades will not be issued except in extraordinary circumstances, i.e., military deployment, medical or other emergency.  In no case will an Incomplete grade be assigned unless the majority of work has been completed to the satisfaction of the Instructor.  Should an extraordinary circumstance arise which will or may prevent the completion of required course work, contact the instructor immediately. 

Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 

"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 
    
     proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 
                                         
     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 
  
     text is always mandatory.

2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 
   
     original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment 
  
     that has been prepared by another individual.
This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 
Proctored Final Examinations:  When extraordinary circumstances prevent a student from taking a final examination on the scheduled date, a proctored final examination may be administered by an approved proctor at a later date.  Acceptable extraordinary circumstances are defined as:  medical illness; family emergency; or military duty/deployment.  Students are required to provide written documentation serving as evidence in support of extraordinary circumstances.   Arrangements for proctored final examinations must be made in advance with the Chaminade University Evening Programs Office.  It is presently the policy of the Evening Programs Office to administer proctored examinations during the second week of the next term following the term for which an Incomplete grade was assigned.  The Evening Programs Office may be reached at 735-4755.  Note:   Off campus staff do not proctor final examinations.

Test Proctor criteria for online courses for off-Island students:  Test proctor should be a testing officer at a Military Education Center or at a college/university. You will need to submit your test proctor information to:
Donna Yoshimura at dyoshi@chaminade.edu or call (808) 735- 4755 or extension 524.

Information needed:

1. Test Proctor’s name & title

2. Phone & fax number

3. Email address

4. Physical address of the testing center

5. Date of the exam(s)




As subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students, it is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others
For the success of the course, and in the course, your participation is required.  This is dependent upon your expected communication with other students in team projects; learning how to navigate in eCollege; keeping abreast of course announcements; using your assigned university e-mail address as opposed a personal e-mail address; addressing technical problems immediately; and observing course etiquette at all time.
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