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INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION:

Family and marriage are cross-cultural universals; they occur in all human societies.  Thus, most human beings get involved in some way with family and/or marriage.  While family and marriage are universals, the specific form or forms they assume depend on the particular culture, sociological variables like economic class, and the historical period.  This class will explore marriage and the family from the comparative and global perspectives, but with an emphasis on American society.  The analysis will focus on theory and research regarding the structures, patterns, and trends of marriage and family as basic social institutions.  

CLASS OBJECTIVES and STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students are expected to demonstrate:

· an understanding and appreciation of the institutions of marriage and the family from a sociological perspective;  

· the application of basic definitions, concepts, and theories to the understanding of the fundamental processes of marital and family life;

· the understanding of the ethnic diversity with respect to marriage patterns and family types, here in the U.S. and abroad;

· a knowledge of the conditions, both interpersonal and social that surround the changing patterns found in the marriage and family system;

· a knowledge of the role of interpersonal communication in significant other relationships;   
· a knowledge of the causes, correlates, and consequences of family violence;

· a knowledge of the functions of marriage to the couple members; and

· the knowledge of the social and socio-psychological bases for competencies in the area of interpersonal and family relations. 
CLASS FORMAT:



This class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor. The format integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, role plays, and debates. Students are encouraged and expected to come to class with intensive reading to contribute to extensive discussion of the basic textbook and relevant videos. 

Controversial issues identified by the students and instructor such as same-sex marriage, date rape, and physical punishment will be critically analyzed from all points of view through student debates. In all of this, the instructor will apply perspectives from philosophy (critical thinking), women’s studies and feminism, cultural anthropology, sociology, and ecology to help students gain a better understanding of the phenomena of marriage and family cross culturally. 

GRADING:

The grading will be based on


1. Class attendance 




10 pts.

2. Class participation




10 pts.


3. Group project and class presentation

15 pts.


4. Book chapter reports



15 pts.


   
(written 10 pts., oral 5 pts.)


5. Reflection journal




20 pts


6. Research report




30 pts.



(written 15 pts., oral 5 pts.)

90-100 =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 =D, 59 AND BELOW=F


REQUIREMENTS:



Students are required to be open minded and courteous in class discussion and to participate regularly in all class activities. Each student is expected to carefully read the assigned chapter in the textbook and be prepared to discuss it for the class period of the assignment. 


Only registered students are allowed to be in the class. 
BOOK CHAPTER REPORT:

On the scheduled day for the chapter(s), only selected students will be assigned to read different chapter(s) from the textbooks and turn in a short chapter review with the following requirements:

1)         a 1-2 page (typed double-spaced) insightful summary of  the chapter(s) including


2)
three main points from the reading clearly stated in bullet or number format, and

3) three analytical questions for class discussion.


The report should have at least five paragraphs stating:

1. a short summary of the chapter

2. the three main points of the chapter as stated by the author

3. your own insights into the chapter

4. your own personal view of applications to current social issues

5. three questions that require discussion in depth without yes or no answers.

REFLECTION JOURNAL:

Each student is required to write two reflection journals (1-2 page(s) typed, doubled space).  Each journal due date is on the class schedule and timetable. Each paper should reflect the student's general understanding of significant elements of different discussion of marriage and family.  The contents of this paper should include:


1) general knowledge of marriage and family

2) insightful comment on the impact of these social institutions on different community, culture and individuals.


3) Three analytical questions about the topic. 

RESEARCH PROJECT REPORT:

The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.  Students may choose a research topic relating to marriage and family in any social contexts that they have the most interest in knowing more about.


The research should clarify how you understand the sociological discussion of marriage and family.  The documentary research methodology must be supplemented with a survey and/or interviews.


The written report of the research should be within the range of 10-12 double-spaced typed pages.  It will be submitted with the raw data (interview notes and survey answers).  The complete report with raw data will be due in class on September 10.


Plagiarism or using sources without proper credit to the authors will lead to failure of the course.  Also, it will be reported to the university administration for a disciplinary action.




   A guide for

RESEARCH PROJECT AND REPORT 

Step I

1. Select a topic that you want to know more about (Research topic).

2. Ask yourself what it is in particular about this topic that you want to know (Formulate main research questions).

3. List questions that you want to be answered (Main research questions).

4. Find the publications or use internet search engines to locate reliable information that helps clarify and gives you background for your research questions.  It may be research done on a similar topic (Review of literature).

5. Remember to use citations and quotations for any references you use in this part of documentary research.

6. On the last page of your report give the list of all of the works cited and any additional ones consulted.

Step II

7. Prepare a set of survey or interview questions that you will find people to answer.  The information gathered from this survey or interview should be able to answer your main research questions. The information collected here is your raw data.  It must be turned in with your research report.

8. Select who should be the group of people for your survey or interview (population sample).  The size of the samples must be at least 15 people.

9. Analyze and summarize the information you collected using theories to support your analysis.

10. Discuss how this information helps to answer your main research questions and may help you better understand the chosen topic.

11. In the bibliography give the complete citation for any references cited in the report.  Use a minimum of 10 sources.

12. Turn in with your report the list of survey/interview questions and all of the answers (raw data).

Students with special needs

 If there is any student in this class with a documented disability who has need for special accommodations to be able to fully participate in learning, such as note-taking, test-taking, etc., please feel free to discuss this with me.  To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact Ms. June Yasuhara 735-4845 in the Student Counseling Center, Henry Hall Annex.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to the counselor in charge of disability services in the Counseling Center prior to receiving accommodations for each semester. 
SCHEDULE:

	Date
	Topic
	Reading (Chapters)

	July         9
	Orientation and Introduction
	

	16
	The Meaning of Marriage and the Family 

Studying Marriages and Families
	1

2

	23
	Differences: Historical and Contemporary Variations in American Family Life

Gender and Family

TURN IN JOURNAL #1
	3

4

	30
	Friendship, Love, and Intimacy

Understanding Sex and Sexualities

Communication, Power, and Conflict
	5

6

7

	August    6
	CLASS PRESENTATION OF THE GROUP PROJECT REPORT
	

	13
	Singlehood, Pairing, and Cohabitation

Marriages in Societal and Individual Perspective
	8

9

	20
	Should We or Shouldn’t We: Choosing Whether and How to Have Children

Experiencing Parenthood: Roles and Relationships of Parents and Children
TURN IN JOURNAL #2
	10

11

	27
	Marriage, Work, and Economics

Intimate Violence and Sexual Abuse
	12

13

	Sept.       3
	Coming Apart: Separation and Divorce

New Beginnings: Single-Parent Families, Remarriages, and Blended Families
	14

15

	10
	FINAL RESEARCH REPORT CLASS PRESENTATION
	

	The instructor reserves the right to make necessary changes to the syllabus and the schedule. The changes will be announced in class. Students are responsible to keep up with the class information and assignments if they miss any classes.
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