
ADULT ONLINE AND EVENING PROGRAM

SUMMER  2009
July 6 -  September 15, 2009
COURSE:

EN 480(90) Language Issues and Origins 

(Pre requisite: 200 level English  course or concurrent registration) 

INSTRUCTOR:
Prof. Linda M. Iwamoto

REQUIRED TEXT:  Goshgarian, Gary. Exploring Language (12th edition). Longman, 2010.            

                                     Text can be obtained online. Amazon is the   quickest and usually the     

                                     least  expensive (even though it’s a new edition,  used copies are 
                                     available). The   book should arrive  within 5 business  days by standard
                                      shipping.

                                    All additional sources will be available as  online links or attachments.
RECOMMENDED:
A hardcover collegiate dictionary

Any English handbook from a previous English course (e.g. Hairston et al. The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers or Faigley,  The Brief Penguin Handbook).

CONTACT:

CLASS WEB ADDRESS: 
http://www.ecollege.chaminade.edu
                                     This site can be accessed directly or through the Chaminade University  
                                     main web page. You are encouraged to contact me individually by  
E-mail:
ljmiwamoto@yahoo.com (preferred for speedy reply)
                                 and
                       linda.iwamoto@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Note: Please use above addresses rather than the eCollege mail  tool. 
While eCollege is an excellent teaching platform, the mail tool does 
not allow me to archive and access student mail on my own hard 
drive; therefore we will not be using it.
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GENERAL CONTENT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE:
     English 480ST (Special Topics) explores the theory and practice of language use through readings, discussion (journal responses), and one research paper on an aspect of language chosen by the student (from a list of suggested topics). The class will  examine current social, political, and personal  issues pertaining to language as well as historical and literary perspectives. The general objective of the course is to increase students’ understanding of the profound effect of language on personal and public life. The emphasis is on contemporary English in general,  and American English in particular. Some of the specific objectives we hope to accomplish include: 

· increasing awareness of both the personal and public use of language

· examining the role of dialect in American society, including Hawaiian creole (pidgin)

· understanding how language evolves and  new words enter the language 

· acquiring an understanding of the differences between British and American usage

· tracing the historical evolution of English globally, and the U.S. in particular with some attention to comparative literary examples

· introducing jargon used in occupational, governmental and scientific fields

· addressing the impact of technology (and other fields) on language

· understanding the fundamental difference between speech and writing in communication

· gaining insight into how social change is reflected in language and conversely, how language can affect (and also effect) social change

· introducing basic language theory and   lexicography

· exploring the dynamic nature of semantics (meaning), including connotation, denotation and levels of usage
Students are encouraged to make connections with their own academic, personal, and professional  interests.
REQUIREMENTS OF THE COURSE:

EN480ST(90) is conducted online through e-mail, eCollege platform,  and Internet resources. Students must have access to  a computer connected to the Internet and to be familiar with the basics of sending and receiving e-mail and attachments (preferably Microsoft Word, WordPerfect or RTF files), eCollege posting, and conducting online research..  Please review the eCollege tutorial. Timely submission of  responses to the instructor and other students is important. Students are  expected to participate fully in web discussion by posting journal responses on the class website and are also encouraged to communicate with the instructor and others in the class on an individual basis through postings and/or email.

GRADES:


      
Grades will be based on a percentage scale ( tentatively ) determined as follows:




30% journal responses (to be posted on eCollege class site)




30% referenced issue paper




10% participation (adherence to due dates) in discussion




30%  final  site exam

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER SESSION!
