CJA 606:  Research Methods
(Online)






Summer Masters 2009
Instructor:  Bryan Man

Office: Behavioral Sciences #113

Phone:  735-4850  E-mail: bman@chaminade.edu
Office Hours:  By appointment.
Description:  This course is designed to examine research methods that are used to study and find solutions for social issues in the social sciences, generally, and in the criminal justice system, in particular.  This course will stress the social-scientific approaches to problem-solving through empirically-based research.  Application of this body of knowledge in the form of critical reviews of the research of others will also be stressed.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have demonstrated an understanding of:


1.  Various research designs as well as the strengths and weaknesses of each;


2.  Methods of data collection, interpretation, and analysis and how to make 
                recommendations based on interpretation of these data;


3.  The basic types of statistics used in social science research; and


4.  Methods of academic critique pertaining to research put forth by other criminal justice researchers and professionals, particularly published research.

Required Text:

Neuman, W. Lawrence.  2007.  Basics of Social Research:  Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches.  (Second Edition).  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon. 
Additional readings will be distributed.

Reading Assignments:

Reading assignments must be completed prior to when the corresponding class assignments are due.  You will not be prepared to address the questions related to the material to be read and discussed or to the task required of class assignments without first reading the chapter.  

Grading:

NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS (PAPERS OR REFLECTIONS) WILL BE ACCEPTED.  PLAN YOUR TIME ACCORDINGLY.  MISSED ASSIGNMENTS DO NOT EARN ANY POINTS!
Paper Assignments: (5 @ 20 pts. each) will be given over the course of the term.  Paper assignments are due by 6 p.m. of the Sunday following the week in which it is listed.  For example, paper 1 is due by 6 p.m., July 12th.  No late assignment will be accepted.  Missing, incomplete, or poorly completed assignments will negatively impact on your grade.  Proper grammar, spelling, punctuation, coherence, and scholarly writing style are expected from students in this graduate program and will affect your score.
Reading Reflections:  Anticipate 10 reflections (10 pts. each) on readings (text or handouts or both) throughout the term for an average of 1 per week.  These reflections are to include (a) a brief summary of the reading (500 words max), (b) relating (positively, negatively, or both) the reading to the week’s topic/content or relevant topics/material from prior weeks, and (c) your reaction to/critique of the reading with respect to the chapter material and course in general.  Reflections are due on the Friday of the week they are assigned.  For example, reflections 1 & 2 are due by 6 p.m. of July 17th.
Final Paper:  Your final paper is a research proposal.  It will be graded on content (the quality and depth of your sections in the proposal), your understanding of the particular research methodology (or methodologies) you will employ to answer your research question or to test your research hypothesis, and the overall quality of your paper in terms of its readability, coherence, grammar, structure and punctuation, as well as how well it follows the APA style manual (Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (Fifth Edition).

Make sure you get help with your writing if you are not a strong writer.  It always helps to have someone else read your paper.  Make sure it is your own work.  Evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic F for the class.  No exceptions will be made.
Grading guide for the paper:

A paper:  one in which there are few, if any, errors.  The paper contains all of the required components, and will have engaged existing research literature in a critical and constructive manner.  The research question or hypothesis to be investigated will be logically connected to your review of the literature and to your methodological design.  This paper is one in which you have clearly demonstrated that you understand how to collect data (although you will not) in order to answer your research question, is well written at the graduate level, and is mainly free of any errors in writing.


B paper:  one that covers the basic requirements of the assignment, yet is not as clear and cohesive as an A paper.  In other words, while the basic requirements may be present, the logical connections and flow are not as evident.  Additionally, this paper has some problems with grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, or word usage.


C paper:  this paper covers the basic requirements of the assignment, yet contains serious problems with cohesiveness, especially as it pertains to demonstrating that you understand the assignment and research methodology.  Also, this paper is likely to be written below the level that is accepted for graduate work.

D paper:  one that is not well written, and I which there is little demonstration that you understand the requirements of the assignment.  Also, the paper will be considered a D if it is virtually impossible to read due to grammar, spelling, and sentence structure errors.


F paper:  one that contains little or no requirements of the assignment or is so poorly written that it cannot be read.  Also, any evidence of plagiarism will result in an automatic F for the final paper.

Please note that paper assignments will address various aspects of the research proposal.  View them as allowing you to be working on your proposal over the long term rather than all in the last week.  Do not wait until the last days of the class to complete this work.  Start in the first week of the course!  You are welcome to ask questions by e-mail or you can make an appointment to discuss your questions about the paper.  I will not, however, review drafts of your proposal ahead of time.  

Summary of grading  criteria


Paper Assignments 



100 points

Readings Reflections



100 points


Final Paper (25% for presentation)

200 points


------------------------------------------------------------------


Total:





400 points

A = 360 – 400 pts.
B = 320 – 350 pts.
C = 280 – 319 pts.
F =  less than 280 pts.

Tentative Class Schedule

Week 1 (8/6/09)  Introduction to the course and social research.  

Reading: Chapter 1.

Paper Assignment 1. You are expected to identify a topic/subject area about which you want to propose to study.  For example, you are interested in teen violence and the socio-demographic and social-psychological factors that are related to it.  Once you have identified this topic/subject, go online and download at least 5 scholarly journal articles (use EBSCO through the Sullivan Library); read them; review them; and write a 2 to 3 paragraph paper (assignment 1) introducing us to your topic of interest and summarizing and synthesizing the 5 or so articles as they relate to your topic.  Cite all sources and list your sources in a “References” page following the American Psychological Association formats. See The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Fourth or Fifth Edition for both citation and references formats.  Due July 12, by 6 pm.
Week 2 (7/13/09)  Theory and research; ethical issues in social research

Readings:  



Text:  Chapters 2 and 3.



Reflection #1.  “Delinquency of Chinese-Canadian Youth:  A Test of Opportunity, Control, and Intergenerational Conflict Theories”—Wong handout



Reflection #2.  Excerpts from the “Tearoom Trade”—Humphreys handout



(Hint:  Guess which one should reflect Chapter  2.)



Due July 17 by 6 pm.
Week 3  (7/20/09)  Scholarly literature and ways to write a review; qualitative vs. quantitative data, measurement issues, index and scale

Readings:



Text—Chapters 4 and 5



Reflection #3.  “Dumping Ground or Effective Alternative?  Dropout-Prevention Programs in Urban Schools”—Groth



Reflection #4.  “The Effect of Rape Type and Information Admissibility on Perceptions of Rape Victims”—Johnson 



Due July 24 by 6 pm.

Paper Assignment 2.  Using the reflection articles as examples of how to write an introduction and literature review, write a more refined Introduction and Literature Review of your research proposal.  You should have at least 10 scholarly sources (research journal articles, books, etc.) in your References pages by now.  Remember to follow APA citation, direct quote, and references formatting.  See APA handout posted.  
Due July 26 by 6 pm.

Week 4  (7/27/09)  Sampling and survey research 

Readings:



Text—Chapter 6 



Reflection #5.  “Sex in America”—Michael, Gagnon, Laumann, and Kolata



Due July 31 by 6 pm.
Week 5 (8/3/09)  Survey research

Readings:  



Text:  Chapter 7



 Relection # 6.  “Sex in America—The Sex Survey”--Michael, Gagnon, Laumann, and Kolata 



Due August 7 by 6 pm.
Paper Assignment 3.  In a short, coherent paragraph or two or three, present your research question or hypothesis.  Identify a target population and the research method you intend to use to conduct your study.  Lastly, describe the sampling technique you will use to obtain your participants and the weaknesses and strengths of that sampling technique in relation to your study.  Due August 9 by 6 pm.
Week 6  (8/10/09)  Experimental research, classical design, pre- and quasi-experiments, complex experiments, internal validity


Readings:



Text—Chapter 8



Reflection #7.  “The Influence of Misogynous Rap Music on Sexual Aggression Against Women” – Barongan & Hall


Due August 14 by 6 pm.
Week 7  (8/17/09)  Nonreactive and secondary data analysis


Readings:



Text—Chapter 9



Reflection #8.  “Capital Punishment and Deterrence: Examining the Effects of Executions on Murder in Texas” --  Sorensen, Wrinkle, Brewer, & Marquart


Due August 21 by 6 pm.

Paper Assignment 4.  Provide a copy of your questionnaire.  State you research question or hypothesis.  Identify and operationally define your independent and dependent variables, as well as other variables that you will use if you choose to do multivariate analysis (e.g., to determine the effect of a second independent variable on the relationship between your independent variable and the dependent variable).  Due August 23 by 6 pm.
Week 8  (8/24/09)  Field research/observation research


Readings:



Text—Chapter 11



Reflection #9.  “Amateur Stripping and Gaming Encounters: Fun in Games or Gaming as Fun?” – Cannon, Calhoun, & Fisher


Due August 28 by 6 pm.

Week 9  (8/3109)  Data analysis: a brief introduction to SPSS


Readings:  


Text—Chapter 10



Reflection #10.  “A Comparison of Four Income Groups on Perceptions About Welfare” -- Spreadbury


Due September 4 by 6 pm.

Paper Assignment 5.  Discuss which descriptive statistics you will use to describe you sample and key variables.  Discuss which inferential statistic or statistics you will use to answer your research question or to test your research hypothesis.  Hint:  See how others have described their samples and presented their data and how they tested their hypotheses in the articles you have reflected on or have reviewed in your literature review of your paper.  Due September 6 by 6 pm.
Week 10   (September 7, 2009)   Research proposal is due September 13 by 6 pm.
