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COURSE TITLE & NUMBER: 
CJ 490 - Seminar in Criminal Justice Agencies

DAY/ TIME:

Mondays @ 5:30 p.m. 

INSTRUCTOR:
Carrie E. K. Cervantes

TELEPHONE:
(808) 343-0372 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
           

Seminar in Criminal Justice Agencies is a course which the student will complete an in-depth written research paper and presentation via power point, which demonstrates the student’s knowledge of the Criminal Justice System.  In addition, the student will also incorporate their knowledge of research methods, statistics, and the appropriate use of grammar.  The power point presentation should reflect the ability to organize and deliver their subject matter publicly.

This course gives each student the ability to examine all of various components which make up the Criminal Justice System. Prerequisites: CJ major; CJ 215; or CJ 315, and senior standing.    

TEXTBOOK: Criminal Justice Student’s Writer’s Manual, William A. Johnson- Prentice                           Hall: ISNB:0135312787.

Additional Course Materials:
To be announced and/ or distributed by the instructor.

Attendance:
Attendance comprises of one-third of the final class grade (refer to grading policy).  Upon three absences a deficiency notice will be sent to the registrar with the recommendation that the student withdraw from the class.  Students who miss three or more classes will receive a grade of “FA-Failure due to poor attendance”.  On rare occasions, exceptions will be made due to documented military necessity and / or serious family/ or personal reasons.  ( NOTE: A;; ARRANGEMENTS MUST BE MADE AND CLEARED WITH THE INSTRUCTOR PRIOR TO ANY ABSENCES OR MILITARY LEAVE).  It will be the student’s responsibility to communicate with the registrar regarding withdrawals, add/ drop, credit/ no credit option.  In addition, it is also the student’s responsibility to make the appropriate contact with the instructor.

Academic Dishonesty: Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty throughout this course.  Each student will be expected to abide by the policy regarding academic honesty by not participating in or facilitation others’ participating in any act of academic dishonesty, and reporting incidences of academic dishonesty (such as theft of tests, records, and other confidential materials, altering grades, and/ or plagiarism) to their instructors.  Should a breach of academic dishonesty be found, it will be treated accordingly to the policy of Chaminade University of Honolulu.

Grading Policy:
Grades will be based on a total of 950 possible points; 100 points for attendance; 80 points for articles/ current events with typed written summary; 100 points for paper #1 (midterm); 20 points for abstract/ table contents; 30 points draft #1; 35 points drafts #2; 35 points draft #3; 500 points (Final) research paper; 50 points power point.

Breakdown of Point System:

Attendance:
100 points (Students who are prepared for all classes in a timely manner will all assignments completed and participating in weekly discussions) Excused absences will include medical illness (verified with physician’s note) and family emergencies.  It will be the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor regarding their status. 



90 points - 1 absences 



80 points - 2 absences 

ANY ADDITIONAL ABSENCES; WITHDRAWAL IS RECOMMENDED and/ or FAILURE DUE TO ATTENDANCE: 3 absences.
Articles:
80 points (total of 8 articles): Each student will submit an article related to a Criminal Justice Agency. (e.g. DEA; INS, FBI, Customs, State Corrections and etc.)  The subject matter should be current (within a month) and relevant to the course subject matter.  Any missed classes, will be the student’s responsibility to submit a current event along with a typed summary to the instructor upon their return to class.

Midterm:
100 points: Each student will submit a minimum 3 paged paper relevant to a Criminal Justice Agency who is currently being publicized.  All supporting references must be attached to include a title page.  Any missing items will be subjected to deduction of points.


Abstract/Table Contents: 20 points

Draft #1:
30 points (1st 10 pages)

Draft #2:
35 points (pages 1-20 )

Draft #3:
35 points (pages 20-30)

Power point:
50 points

Research Paper:
500 points: An in-depth research paper consisting of 30 pages in length will be submitted by each student.  Subject matter will focus on a specific Criminal Justice Agency.  All supporting references must be attached.  Please follow all APA standards and guidelines.

Final Grades:  A   100-90 %

                          B   89-80 %

                          C   79-70 %

                          D   69-60 %

                          F    59- below

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE:
Week 1:
Introduction; expectations of course requirements/ syllabus; each student will meet independently with the instructor to discuss options for 2 different agencies of interest for research (Midterm & Final Examination/Final Project).

Week 2:
Article/ current event with summary #1 due; submit in writing the 2 choices of agencies; Class discussion; work on paper #1 (midterm).

Week 3:
Article/ current event with summary #2 due; continue to work on paper #1 (midterm); class discussion/ video.

Week 4:
Article/ current event with summary #3 due; finalize paper #1 (midterm); class discussion/ video.

Week 5:
Midterm project #1 due; Article/ current event with summary #4 due; begin paper #2 (abstract and table of contents); class discussion/ present and discuss midterm topics.

Week 6:
Article/ current event with summary #5 due; abstract, table of contents due; meet with instructor; class discussion.

Week 7:
Article/ current event with summary #6 due; submit draft #1( pages 1-10); continue to work on draft #2; class discussion/ video.

Week 8:
Article/ current event with summary #7 due; submit draft #2 (pages 10-20); work on draft #3; class discussion.

Week 9:
Article/ current event with summary #8 due; finalize project/ draft #3 (pages 20-30); class discussion.

Week 10:
FINAL - RESEARCH PROJECT DUE; PRESENTATION OF FINAL/ RESEARCH PROJECT; NOTE ALL PRESENTATIONS WILL REQUIRE A POWERPOINT.

