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CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SPRING INTERIM SESSION

 JUNE 17 – JULY 2, 2009
TRIPLER CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE357: Christians & Buddhists in Dialogue

INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.
DATES/TIME:    June 17, 19, 22, 24, 26, 29, July 1,2: 5:30-9:40PM  June 20, 27: 10AM-2:10PM

PHONE:     676-1452                                                         E-MAIL:     mwong2@chaminade.edu

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
· Nicholl, Donald. Holiness (Boston: Pauline Books and Media, 2005)

· Szpakowske, Susan ,ed.. Speaking of Silence: Christians and Buddhists in Dialogue ( Vajradhatu Publications, Halifax, CAN, 2005)
· Handouts, as distributed.
FOR FURTHER READING:

· Aitken, Robert and David Steindl-Rast. The Ground We Share (Massachusetts: Shambhala, 1996)

· Chittister, OSB, Joan.  Becoming Fully Human:  The Greatest Glory of God (Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield Pub., Inc., 2005)

· Hanh, Thich Nhat.  Going Home: Jesus and Buddha as Brothers (New York:  Riverhead Books, 1999)

· Mitchell, Donald and James Wiseman, OSB. ed. The Gethsemane Encounter (New York: Continuum Pub. Co., 1998)

· Smith, Huston and Philip Novak. Buddhism: A Concise Introduction (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2003)
· Gross, Rita and Terry Muck, Buddhists Talk About Jesus. Continuum. 

· Endo, Shusaku, Silence. [Novel] Taplinger Publishing Company. 

· Buddhist Scriptures. Ed. by Edward Conze, or by Donlad Lopez. Penguin Books. 

· The Christian Bible (New Testament), recommended versions: New Revised Standard, New International Version. 

· Vatican Documents


DESCRIPTION
     This course surveys both Christianity and Buddhism, their individual responses to questions of ultimate meaning, and their shared dialogues toward mutual understanding and challenges. Offered annually. Prerequisites: RE 103, RE 205, or RE 211. This course satisfies the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLO)
     Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:
PLO1.  Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the 


broader Christian and human traditions;


PLO2.
Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions;


PLO4.  the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 


for service, social justice and peace;


PLO5.  the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values;

PLO6.  the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various
religious traditions.
Students will also be able to:
· demonstrate an understanding of the parameters of inter-religious 
dialogue, what it is and isn’t, and its importance in the globalization of efforts for peace; 

· deepen one’s knowledge of, and capacity to, analyze and reflect on the meaning 
of Buddhist and Christian beliefs, practices and ethics through the study of past  and present documents and texts;

· critically and empathetically look at issues surrounding the ongoing interreligious dialogue, including problems of interpretation, understanding, and meaning; 

· process and understand the history of one’s own point of view in light of how religious perspectives may differ;
· increase their capacity to read and critically interpret religious and theological texts

· in general;
· demonstrate a capacity to articulate fundamental questions of ultimate meaning 
that will intellectually and spiritually engage them throughout their lives;

· apply the four types of dialogue (taken from the Church Documents: Dialogue and Mission and Dialogue and Proclamation):  dialogue of life, dialogue of deeds, dialogue of discourse, and dialogue of religious experience.

MARIANIST EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AND DIVERSITY
Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 
1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”  
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
2. The second major organizational theme is diversity and the complex issues that arise when we look at Buddhist and Christian Dialogue as a means towards the globalization of peace in the world. Diversity themes are developed in relation to the content of the course as well as in relation to the student/learners who are participants in the course. 

Two explicit outcomes arise from these organizational themes:

1. Students will incorporate into their essays and class projects an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course in light of their own personal philosophy and practice.
2. Students will develop an awareness and deeper appreciation for the diversity of theories and experiences that arise within the dialogue between Christians and Buddhists. 
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

videos, research, outside class activities

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

· thoroughness of answers in reflective and research assignments

     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities. Unexcused tardies and leaving class early will affect the attendance grade. Aside from what’s given in class, if further instructions on how to get to off-campus sites are needed, it is the student’s responsibility to check out road maps, etc. in advance of the meeting time.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.  No papers will be accepted via e-mail.

CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







15%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%

Religious Experience Paper:





10%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm Project:






15%

Final:







           
15% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
ASSIGNMENTS

Homework:  To be adequately prepared for each class, you should:
· complete the readings; 

· note (in writing) three: passages of particular interest or difficulty from the readings; 

· or questions that you have and/or any issues that you find particularly intriguing or confusing
· turn in your written three points each class 
Note: even though subject-content field trips may change and not match up with the readings on occasion, continue reading as scheduled.

Reflection Papers:  There are two (2) reflection papers required in the course. Reflection papers are intended to provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate competence in the learning outcomes listed above, through reflection upon the meaning and implications of the material covered in the course.  Papers are to be no less than three, but no more than five pages in length, double-spaced with one-inch margins and 12-point type.  Papers are:
1.  Dialogue of Life; Dialogue of Deeds; Dialogue of Discourse, and Dialogue of Religious Experience.Paper: Choose one of the topics to explore further on your own.  Compose a few questions that can be cross-examined by Buddhists and Christians regarding your area of selection.  Visit a temple or church different from your own background or exposure.  Find someone to ask your questions.  Write about the experience in a three-page paper using the following criteria:
· When, where, and why did you choose this particular temple or church? (Include 

any handouts from the place in your entry) 

· Discuss the occasion (if any).  Describe the physical environment. 
· Was there anyone you could talk to there?  How did the people respond to you? 

· What new things did you learn? 

· What was your opinion of what you saw? Why do you hold this opinion? 

· Include anything else you wish. 

2.  Interfaith Dialogue.  You are leading an interfaith group.  How would you explain the meaning and centrality of the concept of suffering in Buddhist thought?  How does this compare to the Christian concept of suffering?  Use some Biblical texts as well as Buddhist to support your argument. 

Quizzes:  Short review quizzes over vocabulary and content.
Midterm Research Project:   Topics will be given for the midterm presentation. The presentation must outline the major points of the topic, and attempt a critique of the contents and/or arguments encountered in the paralleling of the traditions. The grade for the presentation is based on comprehensiveness, clarity, and conciseness. 
Final:
Oral Presentation

Deadlines:  Students are expected assume responsibility for knowing, observing and meeting assignment deadlines. 
It is the students' responsibility to provide the instructor with verifiable documentation for any extraordinary circumstances that prevent the submission of assignments on time, and to present a plan to complete missed deadlines and/or assignments missed to the instructor for approval. 

Requests for special accommodations require confirmation from the University Counseling Office:  ADA Accommodations (808) 735-4845
Withdrawals:  Students who miss two consecutive weeks of class, prior to the withdrawal deadline, may be withdrawn from class by the instructor.  The student must obtain written permission from the Instructor to re-enroll in a class from which a student has been withdrawn.   Only when a student presents written evidence (such as a military order, physician's statement or other reasonable justification), will a request for post-deadline withdrawal be approved.  Withdrawal forms may be obtained from the Accelerated Programs office or a Chaminade Program Coordinator at various military bases.
Plagiarism:  The Chaminade University of Honolulu General Catalog states that: 
"Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1.  Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without 
    
     proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not 
                                         
     sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a 

     text is always mandatory.

2.  Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

3.  Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the 
   
     original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment 
  
     that has been prepared by another individual.
This policy statement means that students' are not allowed to submit the work of another as their own, that altering the work of another for presentation as one's own constitutes plagiarism, and that all sources must be properly cited. If a student commits plagiarism, or fails to properly cite all sources, then the student will receive no credit for the assignment and the Academic Dean will be notified accordingly.

If there is any doubt about whether or not the use or submission of a particular work constitutes plagiarism, contact the instructor for guidance and assistance.

This includes use of the text in responding to the questions based on readings from the text. In answering the questions you are expected to include citations for the text and indicate when you are using the words of the author. You are encouraged to read and summarize the text in your own words, connecting the reading to your own experience. 

I.  
Wed. June 17 *Introduction; Sacred Stories; Life of the Buddha; Life of Jesus


Homework Readings:

1)  Szpakowski:  p. 1-18:  “Forward; Introduction”
2)  Nicholl:  Chapt. 1:  “Teach Yourself”
Preparation for Discussion (write out your short responses, to turn in

next class):

a.  What parallels or inspirations, can you find in the life stories of the Buddha, Jesus and Bl. Chaminade with yours? Give examples.

b.  Who models holiness for you today?  What are the attributes/qualities of this person?
c.  Share a point of interest from the readings
II.
Fri. June 19
*The Way of Holiness


Homework Readings:

1)  Szpakowski:  
Chapt. 1
Choose one of the chapter readings 

2)  Szpakowski:
Chapt. 2
Choose one of the chapter readings


3)  Nicholl: 

Chapt. 2  
“Knowledge of Holiness”
Preparation for Discussion (write out your short responses, to turn in

next class):

a.  Self-realization and grace:  How do the different traditions set out in search of what is true?  What factors, influences, etc. brought you to the point of where you 

are now in your spiritual life?  

b.  Share a point of interest from the readings
III.
Sat. June 20
*Responsibility and Self-Sacrifice
Homework Readings:

1)  Szpakowski
Chapt. 3
Choose one of the “Discussions” to read
2)  Nicholl

Chapt. 
3
“Our Place in Creation”
Preparation for Discussion (write out your short responses, to turn in

next class):

a.  What do you understand by “human freedom”?  In Buddhism, freedom begins 
with generosity (dana), which when cultivated, leads to moral living (sila), with

mindfulness (bhavana) as the point of happiness and freedom. 

b.  Share a point of interest from the readings

c.  Reflective Essay #1 due next week.
Midterm Group Topics:
Group 1:  Zen and Christian Arts

Group 2:  Tibetan Buddhist and Christian Symbols of Worship

Group 3:  Theravadan Buddhist and Christian Elements of Prayer

Group 4:  Mahayana Buddhist and Christian Chant and Song 
IV.
Mon. June 22
*Dynamics of Dialogue


Homework Readings:



1)  Szpakowski
Chapt. 4
Choose one of the “Discussions” to read



2)  Nicholl

Chapt. 4
“Beginning”

Preparation for Discussion (write out your short responses, to turn in

next class):

a.  Exclusivism, Inclusivism, Pluralism:  How do you see interreligious dialogue as being important?  



b.  Share a point of interest from the readings  
V.
Wed. June 24
*God’s Emptiness


*Bodhi Meditation Center



Homework:
1)  ”Prepare for Midterm
VI.
Fri. June 26
*Midterm 
Homework Readings:

1)  Szpakowski
Chapt. 5
Choose one of the readings/discussion

2)  Nicholl

Chapt. 5
“Responsibility
Preparation for Discussion (write out your short responses, to turn in

next class):



a.  Individuality, Personhood and Reality:  From a Christian and a Buddhist 



perspective, comment on the following:  “Each one of us, whether we like it



or not, is a teacher in all of our actions, each one of which is implicitly



proposing itself as a norm for the whole of mankind.” (Nicholl)



b.  Share a point of interest from the readings

VII.
Sat. June 27
*Limitations and Virtue


*Mu Ryang Sa Temple
Homework Readings:

1)  Szpakowski: 
Chapt. 6
Choose one of the readings
2)  Nicholl

Chapt. 6
“Stop:  Be Still”

Preparation for Discussion (write out your short responses, to turn in

next class):

a.  Where do you feel violence originates from?  Compare the teachings, paths, of Jesus and Buddha in addressing the cause of violence, and how to address human suffering.  How can you relate this to your own life’s path?

b.  Share a point of interest from the readings




VIII.
Mon. June 29
*Daily Life and Spiritual Practice 


*Kagyu Thegchen Ling
Homework Readings:

1)  Szpakowski
Chapt. 7
Choose one of the readings
2)  Nicholl

Chapt. 7
“Daily Life as Spiritual Practice”

Preparation for Discussion (write out your short responses, to turn in

next class):

a.  Dialogue versus Spiritual Exchange:  “Until recently, questions regarding
the reasons for belief, or the experience of prayer, was cause for deep fear 

between Christians and Buddhists in dialogue.  Some considered it an 

abomination of desolation.  However, attitudes evolved and proved that 

exchanges at the spiritual level were possible and even astonishingly life-

giving.”  (Fr. Pierre-Francois de Bethune, OSB)  Give some examples of how

learning from each other’s spiritual practices may enhance one’s own practice.

b.  Share a point of interest from the readings
IX.
Wed. July 1
*Everyday Journey


*Chaminade Univ.
Homework Readings:

1)  Szpakowski
Chapt. 8
Choose one of the readings
2)  Nicholl

Chapt. 8
“Companions and Community”

Preparation for Discussion (write out your short responses, to turn in

next class):

a.  The Bodhisattva and the Saint:  What are your views on the Buddhist
philosophy of detachment and the Christian one of “holy indifference” as helps

to “go beyond oneself” in the service of others?

b.  Share a point of interest from the readings



c.  Prepare for Final

X.
Thurs. July 2
*Final Exam



Read Nicholl, Chapt. 9 and choose a reading from Szpakowski, Chapt. 10.  



Prepare a 3 minute speech on an area of the readings that relate to your life’s



path from the Christian and Buddhist perspective

*Note: Syllabus subject to change
Extra credit/Other links:

	Saturdays at 4:00 pm
	VIPASSANA MEDITATION CLASS : Taught by Gregory Pai at the Mu Ryang Sa Korean Temple 2420 Hale La'au Place, Honolulu (back of Palolo Valley).

	Six Week Online Introductory Course
	 http://thanhhawaii.googlepages.com/onlinecourse


Places to Visit:




Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace



1188 Bishop St., Honolulu, HI 96813



Kagyu Thegchen Ling (Tibetan Buddhist Temple) 




26 Gartley Place, Honolulu  96817



M:  4 Thoughts and Short Chenrezig Puja 7:30PM



Mu Ryang Sa Temple (Korean Mahayana Temple)



 
2420 Halelaau Pl, Honolulu  96816



Bodhi Tree Meditation Center




654 Judd St.  Honolulu   




M-F:  6:30-8PM Insight Meditation practice
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