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CJA760 – Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice           

July 6th – September 15th, 2009

Instructor:  Kevin S. Rentner, MSCJA

Ph: 360-957-6706 (cell)
kevin.rentner@adjunct.chaminade.edu 

krentner@hotmail.com
Welcome to CJ 760.  This course serves as an opportunity to explore a broad range of critical criminal justice issues. I am very excited for us to learn together in this one-on-one environment.  In my current and former careers I had the opportunity to interact with the courts, law enforcement, and institutional and community corrections at local, state and federal government levels; I appreciate the impact of various issues on the CJ system as a whole, and upon the system’s sub-elements.  I am a Community Corrections Supervisor with the Washington Department of Corrections, leading 10 community corrections officers (essentially probation and parole officers) in the supervision of 400 convicted felons. I previously served as an Army intelligence officer.  Almost half of my military career was spent as a counterintelligence special agent. I received a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Washington and an MSCJA from Chaminade.  

Office Hours: I will have office hours between 5:00 – 6:00 P.M. HST every Wednesday.  You can contact me in Kevin’s Office Chat Room during that time.  You can also email me as needed or request by email a special office chat session

Course Description:

From the Chaminade Catalog: “Study of current criminal justice or public administration issues selected by the instructor.”  [Sorry, that’s all the catalog says.]

In each unit we will explore a different topic of current interest to policy makers and criminal justice administrators.  Most of these involve local and national problems and problem solving.  For each topic, students should consider:

a. The impacts and agency responsibilities at each branch and level of government, i.e., federal, state and local levels and executive, judicial and legislative branches. 

b. The roles and responsibilities of all components of the criminal justice system, i.e., the “Three Cs:” Courts (including prosecutors and defense attorneys), Cops (law enforcement) and Corrections (jails, prisons and community corrections.)

c. The external environment that shapes the topic and with whom criminal justice agencies must cooperate to solve problems, such as politicians, non-profit organizations, businesses and private citizens.

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon course completion, students will understand:

1) Selected critical issues faced by criminal justice agencies and criminal justice policy makers.

2) The impact these issues have on all components of the criminal justice system.

3) Political influences at the local and national level that impact these issues. 

Assessment: 

Students will demonstrate mastery of learning outcomes by:

1) Discussing selected important contemporary issues in criminal justice.

2) Critically analyzing these issues to identify competing ideas, concepts and programs.

3) Explaining how selected critical issues effect both the criminal justice system as a whole and its components, to include explaining how these issues force cooperation and/or competition   between CJ components and agencies.
GRADING will be according to the MSCJA standard:

A  =  92% and above

B  =  80-92%

C  =  70-79% 

F  =  less than 70%

You will be graded as follows:

· Weekly Discussions and Class Participation:  40 points (4 points each week)

· Current Events (CJ Headlines): 20 points (2 points per week)

· Research Paper:  30 points

· Technology Paper:  10 points

Weekly Discussions:  For each topic, I provided several discussion questions.  These questions are together as a single discussion thread for each week (unit).  I want these discussions to replicate a free flowing classroom discussion.  So I expect students to add to each thread frequently, at least three times per week.   I will monitor/moderate this class discussion, ask clarifying questions, and ensure that all of the initial questions are answered. 

You will be graded based upon your active and substantive participation.  Your discussions should show that you understood the weekly reading assignments and used them as a launching point for further learning and analysis of each topic.  You are welcome to do further research into each topic and share what you have learned, e.g., posting links to relevant websites.  

Here are some standard courtesies and expectations for the discussion boards:

· Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. 

· Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic.

· Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group. Be respectful of other’s ideas. 

· Be patient; read the comments of others thoroughly before entering your remarks. 

· Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.

Chat Sessions:  Unlike prior classes I taught, there will not be weekly chat sessions.  We will, however, have chat sessions at mid-course, on Wednesday August 12th, and near the end-of-course on Wednesday September 9th, both from 5:30 – 7:00 P.M. Hawaii Standard Time.  These sessions will review information and give you the opportunity to provide feedback on the course.  

Chat sessions will be considered as part of your class participation on those two weeks.  However, I realize that some students will not be able to participate due to job or family conflicts, etc.  As long as you inform me of such conflicts ahead of time, you will not be penalized for missing these sessions.  You will, of course, still be expected to actively participate in other class activities in order to earn maximum class participation points. 

Current Events:  Submit one link each week to an on-line newspaper or periodical article related to the weekly topic.  Post these to separate discussion threads for current events.  In 2-3 paragraphs in your post, give your impression of the article.  How does it relate to what you already know about the topic? If it is an editorial, do you agree with the author?  Why or why not? Other students are then encouraged to post their own thoughts about each other’s articles.  Such discussions will be considered in awarding weekly class participation points. 
Research Paper (Essay).  This should be a scholarly work on a contemporary justice subject of your choice (with my approval).  Your paper must look at a subject for which there is debate or disagreement within the criminal justice community and among policy makers.  Take a stand in the debate; cogently support your position while fully explaining alternative views.  

Submit a proposed topic not later than Monday, July 20th. Examples of possible topics include:  illegal immigration control; legalization of marijuana and other drugs; geographic restrictions on sex offenders; non-adversarial courts; the rights of detainees at Guantanamo; shaming as a criminal sanction; warrantless and suspicionless searches by probation and parole officers; and racial and ethnic profiling.  

This paper needs to fully develop and support your theme (controlling idea).  No less than eight scholarly references must be used.  The paper will be submitted by the “Dropbox” and is due on or before Friday, September 4th.

Technology Paper. Each student will find and read at least two scholarly works, e.g., program evaluation research, on the use of a current or future technology in criminal justice, e.g., DNA testing, GPS applications, geospatial mapping etc.  Student will write a 2-3-page information paper describing the technology and its use.   These papers will be posted on the discussion boards and serve as discussion topics for Week 10.   Post these papers on or before Thursday, September 10th. 

PAPER REQUIREMENTS:

a. The APA style must be used for citing works used.  Examples of APA citations are here: http://www2.crk.umn.edu/library/links/apa5th.htm . 

b. You must credit the sources for all facts or ideas that are not your own unless the information is “public knowledge,” which normally means there are at least three sources that give the same information.  Place all direct quotes in quotation marks.  Do not make minor wording or syntax changes from an original source and claim it as your own work.  Plagiarism will result in a failing grade on the paper.  If in doubt, cite it.

c. There is no minimum or maximum paper length for the research paper.  The paper should explore the subject in detail.  It is unlikely any subject could be adequately covered in two pages.  But if all key points can be made in less than 10 pages, you won’t score extra credit by submitting a verbose, 30-page treatise.  Sometimes, “less is more.”

d. The technology paper must not exceed three pages (excluding the list of references and end notes).

e. I encourage effective writing, i.e., writing with a purpose and in a manner that is clearly understood.  

1) Have one controlling idea and put the “Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF).  Then organize the body of the paper to coherently support your controlling idea.  

2) Use relatively short paragraphs; each should normally have one main supporting idea related to the controlling idea.  

3) Use a summary to tie it all together.  In other words, tell me what you are going to say, then say it, then tell me what you said.  

4) Use active voice and avoid very long sentences with numerous clauses.  

5) “Packaging” with bullets, subparagraphs, etc. appeals to the eye and helps convey ideas.  

6) Excessive spelling, grammatical or typographical errors decrease writing effectiveness and will be considered in grading the paper. 

Textbooks:   None!  The course will use on-line and Adobe Acrobat (.pdf) formatted documents.  All on-line documents can be accessed through the “Webliography” or by clicking on the hyperlinks at the course outline below.  Adobe .pdf  documents can be accessed through “Doc Sharing.”  Students will have to pay $5.00 to download one of the required readings. 

Course Website address:  http://chaminade.ecollege.com 

Hardware Requirements:  eCollege is accessible from most PCs and Macintosh computers with a reliable internet connection.  I recommend the use of the free Mozilla Firefox web browser for accessing the chat function in eCollege.

Software Requirements: Microsoft Word; Microsoft PowerPoint; Adobe Acrobat Reader; an Internet web browser.  I recommend the use of the free Mozilla Firefox web browser for accessing the chat function in eCollege.  You can download it at http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/
Students With Disabilities.  It is the student’s responsibility to self identify with the Director of Personal Counseling in order to receive accommodations.  Only those students with appropriate documentation will receive  services.  Contact the Director of Personal Counseling at (808) 739-4603 or email:    jyasuhar@chaminade.edu.

Technical support: Try the Help button on the website.  If you still have problems, contact the Chaminade eCollege helpdesk at: helpdesk@chaminade.ecollege.com, or call toll free at: (866) 647-0654.

eCollege Account Support:  Call 808-739-8327 or email Jon Nakasone at  jnakason@chaminade.edu.

Course Outline

CJA 760 CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Week 1 - July 6-12, 2009:  ECONOMY: The Economy and Criminal Justice:  The recession, its effects on the CJ System and agencies and the “Stimulus Plan” 

READINGS:

BJS (2009) OJP’s Information Related to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, retrieved 06/07/09, from: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/recoveryact.html
U.S. DOJ (2009, May 15), Agency Plan for Management of Recover Act Funds, retrieved 06/07/09, from:  http://www.usdoj.gov/recovery/pdfs/doj-agency-plan.pdf
COPS (2009, May 15), Program-Specific Plan for Management of Recover Act Funds, retrieved 06/07/09, from: http://www.usdoj.gov/recovery/pdfs/cops-plan.pdf
Wilson, J. Q. (2009, Jan 8), “Crime and Economy Don’t Tell Whole Story,” Los Angeles Times, retrieved 06/07/09 from: http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-wilson8-2009jan08,0,1034978.story
PERF (2009), 63 percent of local police departments are facing cuts in their total funding, survey shows, retrieved 06/07/09 from: http://www.policeforum.org/upload/perf%20survey%20on%20policing%20&%20economy_908860847_222009153254.pdf
Associated Press (2009, Jan 10), “Budget woes prompt officials to consider changes in corrections policies,” MSNBC.com., retrieved 06/07/09 from:  http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/28592088/wid/21370087//
Week 2  - July 13-19th, 2009:  COPS: Law Enforcement: Use of Force and Police-Community Relations

READINGS:

U.S. DOJ (2002) , Police Use Of Excessive Force: A Conciliation Handbook For The Police And The Community, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.usdoj.gov/crs/pubs/pdexcess.htm
U.S. DOJ (2006), Citizen Complaints About Use of Force, retrieved 03/7/09 from: 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/ccpuf.pdf
Week 3 - July 20-26, 2009; COURTS:  Community Courts and Community Prosecution

Submit proposed research topic – not later than July 20th

READINGS

NIJ (2001), Dispensing Justice Locally:  Implementation and Effects of the Midtown Community Court, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.courtinnovation.org/_uploads/documents/DISPE~6Q.PDF
American Prosecutors’s Research Institute (2004), The Changing Nature of Prosecution: Community Prosecution versus Traditional Prosecution Approaches, retrieved 03/07/09 from:

http://www.ndaa.org/pdf/changing_nature_of_prosecution.pdf
Week 4 - July 27 – August 2, 2009:  CORRECTIONS:  Public Policy and the Explosion of the Correctional Population

READINGS:

Austin, J. et.al  (JFA Institute) (November 2007), Unlocking America: Why and How to Reduce America’s Prison Population, retrieved 03/07/09 from:

http://www.jfa-associates.com/publications/srs/UnlockingAmerica.pdf
The Pew Center, One in 100: Behind Bars in America 2008, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/One%20in%20100.pdf
The Pew Center, One in 31: The Long Reach of American Corrections, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/PSPP_1in31_report_FINAL_WEB_3-26-09.pdf
Week 5 – August 3rd-9th, 2009:  REHAB:  Can Criminals be rehabilitated?

READINGS:

National Institute of Corrections (2009), The Principles of Effective Interventions, 
retrieved 02/14/09 from: http://www.nicic.org/ThePrinciplesofEffectiveInterventions
Public Safety Canada, Risk-Need-Responsivity Model for Offender Assessment  and Rehabilitation, retrieved 02/14/09 from: 

http://www.ps-sp.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/risk_need_200706-eng.aspx#tphp
Aos, S. et.al. (Washington Institute for Public Policy), Evidence-Based Adult Corrections Programs: What Works and What Does Not, retrieved 02/14/09 from:

http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/06-01-1201.pdf
Latessa, E.J, Improving the Effectiveness of Correctional Programs Through Research, (Presentation, Olympia, WA, Feb. 2008), PDF 
 

Week 6 – August 10th – 16th, 2009:  DRUGS: National Drug Control Policy and Local Implementation.

Midterm Chat Session – August 12th

READINGS

ONDCP (2009), The President’s National Drug Control Strategy 2009, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/policy/ndcs09/index.html
Week 7 – August 17th - August 23, 2009:  GANGS:  Local and National Perspective

National Alliance of Gang Investigators Associations (2005), 2005 National Gang Threat Assessment, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/what/2005_threat_assesment.pdf
DOJ (2008), Best Practices to Address Community Gang Problems, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/222799.pdf
Week 8 – August 24th  – August 30th, 2009:  TERRORISM: National Strategy & Local Response

READINGS

Homeland Security Council (2007), National Strategy for Homeland Security, retrieved 03/07/09 from: http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/nat_strat_homelandsecurity_2007.pdf
Murphy, G.R. & Plotkin, M. R. (2003), Protecting Your Community From Terrorism: Strategies For Local Law Enforcement Vol. 1 Local-Federal Partnerships, retrieved 03/07/09 from:  http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/files/RIC/Publications/protect_comm_terror_v1.pdf
Week 9 – August 31st – September 6th, 2009.  SEX OFFENDERS – Registration and Notification 

Submit research paper – not later than September 4th

READINGS

Logan, W. A. (1999), “Liberty Interests in the Preventive State: Procedural Due Process and Sex Offender Community Notification Laws” Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, Vol. 89, 1999; retrieved 06/07/09 from:  http://www.articlearchives.com/crime-law-enforcement-corrections/criminal-offenses-sex/1533920-1.html  [Note: scan only]

U.S. Supreme Court (2003), Connecticut Dept. Of Public Safety v. Doe (01-1231) 538 U.S. 1 (2003) ,retrieved 06/07/09 from: http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/01-1231.ZO.html
DOJ (2008, June), The National Guidelines for Sex Offender Registration and Notification, pp. 3-11, retrieved 06/07/09 from: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/smart/pdfs/final_sornaguidelines.pdf
DOJ (2008), Frequently Asked Questions: The Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (SORNA) Final Guidelines, retrieved 06/07/09 from: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/smart/pdfs/faq_sorna_guidelines.pdf  [Note: scan only]

Wright (2008, December). “From Wetterling to Walsh: The Growth of Federalization

in Sex Offender Policy,” Federal Sentencing Reporter. New York: Dec 2008. Vol. 21, #2;  (.pdf)

Prescott, J.J. and Rockoff, J. (2008, Feb), “Do Sex Offender Registration and Notification Laws Affect Criminal Behavior?” National Bureau of Economic Research, retrieved 06/07/09, from http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1100584#  [Note: there is a $5.00 fee to download this document.  Sorry, but it is still cheaper than a textbook.]

Barons-Evans, A. (2008, Jun), “Still Time to Rethink the Misguided Approach of the

Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act,” Federal Sentencing Reporter, Vol. 20, # 5 [.pdf document]

Week 10 – September 7th – September 13th, 2009:  TECHNOLOGY. 

End of Course Chat Session – September 9th
Post Technology Paper - on or before September 10th 

READINGS

No assigned readings.  Instead, each student will find and read at least two scholarly works, e.g., program evaluation research, on the use of a current or future technology in criminal justice, e.g., DNA testing, GPS applications, geospatial mapping etc.  Student will write a 2-3-page information paper describing the technology and its use.   These papers will be posted on the discussion boards and serve as discussion topics for Week 10.   Post these papers on or before Thursday, September 10th. 
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