COURSE HI/RE 322     MEDIEVAL LIFE & THOUGHT_  
 __     Spring Evening, 2009

Instructor:  David Anderson (Home:  947-8922 – Humanities Office:  Henry 206P – #735-4867)
[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu]
   Office Hours:  upon request / E-College – 3 credit course
         
Catalogue Description

THIS COURSE INTEGRATES THE PERSPECTIVES OF HISTORY AND

RELIGION INTO THE STUDY OF MEDIEVAL EUROPE (C. 500-1500 AD).  

RELIGIOUS HISTORY COMBINES INSIGHT INTO THE NATURE OF 

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCES & STRUCTURES WITH A PROPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL

SETTING. 

GOAL:  to present an historical overview of medieval times with a dual focus on development

of both Church & State and their mutual influences. Consideration will be given to significant 

events, ideas, conditions and personalities that constitute the genesis of Europe & Christendom.

OBJECTIVES:

1)  to present the various phases of medieval history with clarity and precision
     in a way that allows for sure and certain grasp of essential historical realities

2)  to analyze the shifting historical and geographical fortunes of medieval peoples

     and leaders, with a view toward both their continuities and discontinuities

3)  to assist in correlation and integration of medieval history and church with other      
     studies, religious and secular

4)  to address the presence or absence of particular theo-moral concerns through the

     various eras and epochs of medieval social and ecclesial life

5)  to make study of medieval types, events, ideas, conditions and personalities

     “come alive” so as to be relevant to people living in “modern/post-modern” times

Requirements:
1) weekly participation on the E-College course site regarding work / postings, etc.

2) reading of text and other materials relevant to this course of study

3) satisfactory completion of final exam and course paper
Recommendations:

1) reflection on all course materials, assigned and otherwise

2) timely and appropriate course postings

3) full participation in this enterprise of interdisciplinary and collaborative learning

SESSION      DATES 
SUBJECT & READING SCHEDULE
I. 4/8-4/12  
Introduction to The Middle Ages

                                                Part One:  The Early Middle Ages - The Birth of Europe
                                                Preface & Introduction [pgs xix-7]

________________________Ch 1:  Rome Becomes Christian  (Part I) [pgs 8-29]




    II.
           4/13-4/19
Ch 1:  Rome Becomes Christian (Part II)





   III.
           4/20-4/26
Ch 2:  Barbarian Settlements in the West [pgs 30-49]





Ch 3:  Early Western Christendom [pgs 50-67]





Ch 4:  Neighbors:  Byzantium & Islam [pgs 68-96]




   IV.
           4/27-5/3
Ch 5:  Carolingian Europe [pgs 97-118]





Ch 6:  Division, Invasion & Reorganization [pgs 119-147]



   V. 
           5/4-5/10
Part Two:  The Central Middle Ages – Reform, Revival & Expansion




Ch 7:  Economic Takeoff  & Social Change [pgs 149-185]





Ch 11:  States in the Making:  England & France [pgs 266-288]




Required Film:  The Lion in Winter 





   VI. 
           5/11-5/17
Ch 9:  Conquests, Crusades, & Persecutions [pgs 215-239}




Required Film:  Kingdom of Heaven 





   VII.
           5/18- 5/24
Ch 8:  New Paths to God [pgs 186-214]





Ch 10:  Worlds in Collision:  Papacy & Empire [pgs 240-265]


   VIII.
           5/25-5/31
Part Three:  The Late Middle Ages – Crisis & Creativity




Ch 13:  Famine, Plague & Recovery [pgs 325-345]





Ch 14:  Toward the Sovereign State [pgs 346-365]





Ch 10:  Persecutions [pgs 236-241]]






   IX.
           6/1-6/7

Ch 12:  Literature, Art & Thought [pgs 289-320]

________________________Ch 15:  Diversity & Dynamism in Late Medieval Culture [pgs 366-383]

    X.
           6/8-6/14
Conclusion & Course Overview






Text:   Medieval Europe [A Short History] by Judith M. Bennett & C. Warren Hollister
       McGraw-Hill/10th ed., 2006

Grading:
45% weekly postings  [9 weekly postings (weeks 1 thru 9) – each 5%]
 
            35% course paper  

                        20% final exam
Final Paper:  14 page paper (typed, double-spaced) – due at the end of Week Nine

1) Title Page:  [Your Personally Selected Topic]  (page 1)
2) Table of Contents [Sequential Outline of Paper]  (page 2)

3) Presentation of Topic (pages 3-10)

4) Reason for selection of this particular topic  (page 11)

5) Relevance of Topic to your life or the modern world  (page 12)

6) Footnotes  (page 13)

7) Bibliography  (page 14)

Final Exam:  date & place to be determined by the AUP Administration (tba)
Related Films:   The Fall of the Roman Empire
 Gladiator

      Joan of Arc 



    The Lion in Winter


 Becket

      Messenger of God



    Brother Sun, Sister Moon

 The Name of the Rose     Henry V



    The Prince of Thieves                      Kingdom of Heaven        



    Christianity (The First Thousand Years) & Christianity (The Second Thousand Years)

